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NEWS & UPDATE
By Kenneth D. Colen, Publisher

Life in a Small Town
Strictly speaking, On Top of the World
Central, Candler Hills, and Indigo East are
not part of Ocala. We certainly are larger
in area and population than Belleview or
Dunnellon. Then again, nearly everywhere
is larger than Dunnellon. However, the
Ocala Star Banner is widely read as being
the “go-to” news source in Marion County.
Unfortunately, some writers just don’t get
the facts right. I read with interest (and
dread) the Thursday, Jan. 9, article about a
“homeless” person wandering into an occupied home.
The reality is very different. The person
had been interviewed and subjected to a
criminal background check prior to being
granted approval to live in On Top of the
World. So the moniker “homeless” is inaccurate. Confused is a more polite term that
would accurately apply.
Management takes the safety and privacy of residents very seriously. While this
sparked a great deal of soul searching and
revisiting of procedures, we concluded that
our systems are functioning as intended,
and no change of procedure is warranted.

Fiscal 2014 Operating
Budget

Remember, the Friday, Feb. 14, budget
meeting is right around the corner. The
proposed budget was mailed out Wednesday, Jan. 22. This coming fiscal year will
have one of the lowest increases on record.

Rumor Central

If you attended December’s On Top of
the World annual meeting, I stated that
some of my comments would provide fodder for the rumor mill. I wasn’t kidding.
During the meeting, I raised the topic
that the board is considering the future of
the Tortoise and Hare Golf Course. Play
on the course is very light and the maintenance expenses considerable given the low
volume of play on that particular course.
The board must consider the questions of
“is it worth continuing this level of expense
given the low usage?” and “what changes
will save maintenance expenses (that impact the community services fee) and provide a meaningful amenity to the community?”
I outlined four possibilities:
1. Do nothing and leave it as is;
2. Reduce the course to an executive
18-hole;
3. Pare back the course to a 9-hole;
4. Eliminate the course and turn the
property into a linear park with
walking trails and landscaping.
Not surprisingly, the general manager
got an e-mail stating, “…they heard the
Tortoise and Hare Golf Course would be
eliminated and On Top of the World would
build homes in its place.” Really?! No,
Chicken Little, the sky is not falling.
This supports my contention that attending the annual meetings really is of
value. The point is that your board is seeking comments from residents on how they
feel about playing the course, what changes
would improve either the course, or the
usage of the land the course occupies. The
goal is to create a use that adds value to
the community. Stay tuned; we’ll keep you
posted. Oh, and don’t believe any rumors
you may hear.

Community Service Fee
Window

The vast majority of residents have migrated to auto-debit. The Community Service Fee (CSF) option is fully automated. At
the Customer Service office you may: make
CSF payments, sign up for CSF auto-debit,
change your auto-debit account information, or have basic inquiries answered.
However, there may still be times that
you will need to speak with the Community Service Fee office. In December 2013,
the CSF office moved to a different area of
the administration building at 8447 SW
99th Street Road.
Easy and direct access is available from
SW 96th Lane, adjacent to the Friendship
Colony postal area (refer to map on page
35). Follow the signs to the back parking
area and look for the designated spaces.
It is a short walk up to the CSF entry and
window.
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The newly renovated SW 90th Street gate is now open 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

SW 90th Street Gate
By Bob Woods
World News Writer

As most residents already know, the SW
90th Street gate is now open to all traffic,
24-hours a day, seven days a week.
For years, this gate had limited hours.
Now, residents may use this entrance without showing their resident I.D. card as long
as they have the new barcode decal since a
new resident barcode device was installed
just before Christmas. The gate will continue to be the community’s construction

entrance.
Residents can access On Top of the
World utilizing any of the three entrances.
Each entrance has been outfitted with a
new barcode reading device thus the need
for new barcode decals. Currently, the SW
99th Street and Candler Hills gates have
both the old and the new barcode reading
devices but the SW 90th Street gate only
has the new reader.

The World Has Talent
Auditions
By Bob Woods
World News Writer

Do, re, mi, fa, so, la, ti … remember
warming up your vocal chords to this? Do
you have a talent that you would like to
perform on stage? Why not participate in
the 5th annual “The World Has Talent” auditions on Wednesday, Feb. 12 at the Circle
Square Cultural Center from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m.?
Limber up those vocal cords, shine up
those dancing shoes or get whatever is
needed to perform your act on stage and
get ready to compete in this annual contest
that is open to all seniors over 55 years of
age, whether living in our community or
residing anywhere in the local area.

New this year … groups may perform!
So, grab the members of your group and
show up for the auditions. Who knows?
You just might be the next “The World Has
Talent” idol.
There will be 10 plus two contestants selected from the auditions to compete in the
annual “World Has Talent” show on Saturday, May 10, for cash prizes ranging from
$150 for third place, $250 for second place,
and $500 for first place.
Spectators are welcome at the auditions,
which are free. Come support your favorite act and the other performers. It’s a great
four hours of entertainment!

Master the Possibilities

If history is predictive, you can expect
February to be an extremely busy month
for Master the Possibilities. Over the past
several years, this shortest month is long
on diversity and quality of programming.
With only 20 class days, there are 125 programs that are set to begin this month ...
most importantly there’s still room for you
in most of them!
Keep in mind that we will again offer the
very popular Sheriff ’s Citizens Academy
that begins on Thursday, Jan. 30, and runs
weekly through April. If interested, you’ll
need to register today. Master the Possibilities will also feature Florida week from
Feb. 18 through Feb. 21. There are several
Florida-related presentations that are inter-

Continued on Page 6 

All residents are required to get a new
barcode decal at Customer Service, Monday through Friday, from 9 a.m. to noon
before Monday, March 31. After that date,
normal fees will apply and the old readers
will be removed.
“It was time to convert the gate to 24
hours. Not only is it faster for EMS service
from the new fire station, it also provides
easy access to the popular commercial areas,” said Operations Executive Assistant
Kristine Harrell.
Since the 24-hour service at the SW
90th Street gate was added, the community’s contracted security service, Guardsmark, has increased its permanent officers
by three full time positions.
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Robert Batton was the 2013 winner of the “The World Has
Talent” show.

IMPROVEMENT EXPO
By Robert Colen
Get ready for one of the most exciting
days of the year at On Top of the World.
The sixth annual Home Improvement
Expo takes place on Saturday, March 1, at
the Circle Square Cultural Center, from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. Once again, World Home
Improvements, the in-house remodeling
company at On Top of the World, hosts
over 60 vendors from every imaginable
home improvement business in Marion
County.
These businesses will be on hand to
demonstrate their work, show their new
offerings, and offer many door prizes. This
year will include many new contractors
who want to help you bring new enjoyment
to your home.
So, if you are looking to update your
kitchen with new cabinets, replace your
countertops with granite or quartz, add
crown molding to your living room, repaint
the outside, seal your garage floor, build an
addition to your lanai, replace your windows, or anything else that you can envision, this will be a terrific event to meet the
contractors and discuss your ideas.
This event promises to be a fun filled
day where you can win prizes, meet new
people, and learn about new products.
The Circle Square Cultural Center is located at 8395 SW 80th Street, Ocala. This
event is free and open to the public.
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Is It Legal?

By Gerald Colen
I am pleased to announce my upcoming
lecture series at Master the Possibilities:
• Tuesday, Feb. 18: Florida Law for
Floridians and New-Floridians.
• Tuesday, March 18: Part 1 (of 3)
American Civil War.
• Tuesday, March 25: Part 2 (of 3)
American Civil War.
• Tuesday, April 1: Part 3 (of 3)
American Civil War.
Please register at www.masterthepossibilities.com for the above lectures.
Scam Alert: I want to address the scam
where you get an e-mail saying that there
is a court appearance in some city and you
must attend. This is a scam! I hope you are
all getting my point. You never get e-mail

notifications of court appearances.
Target hacking matter: If your Target
account was hacked and Target has your
e-mail, you may get an e-mail from them.
Target says that such an e-mail will not ask
for any personal information. So if you get
an email from Target and it asks for personal information, it’s yet another scam
and do not respond to it. For that matter,
you should never give out personal information based on an e-mail and, of course,
you must never click on a link no matter
how interesting or how important or how
scary the e-mail seems.
Q. Tell me again, why I need title insurance when I buy a property, even if it’s from
a developer or builder.
A. In my opinion, everyone who buys
real property be it a resale or from a developer or builder should have title insurance
to protect their interest in the property. Yes,
if a problem arises, you can always sue the
seller to you, but why would you not want
to be able to hand over the matter to the
title company and let them deal with the
problem and pay all costs including attor-

A clean tie attracts the soup of the day.
neys fees? I really can’t understand why
someone would not insist on having title
insurance. The banks always get title insurance in a form known as mortgagee insurance. Why shouldn’t you get it too?
Q. I understand from your column and
a couple of your lectures, that you feel my
husband and I should title our bank and
brokerage accounts in our names as tenants
by the entireties. However, when I went to a
large national bank (with offices in Ocala),
I was told that they don’t offer that. What
should we do?
A. I am well aware that some banks do
not permit their depositors to title their accounts in the name of a husband and wife
as tenants by the entireties. This is not a law
anywhere in the United States. Rather, it’s
just the bank’s policy.
Why they do that I really can’t comprehend. However, as long as you make sure
that the account lists you and your spouse’s
names as husband and wife that is okay.
Or, of course, you can check with local
banks to see if they will permit the tenancy
by the entireties designation. By the way, a
tenancy by the entireties is what is known
as the husband and wife estate. When one
passes on, the account belongs to the survi-

JOY

Evangelical
Lutheran Church
www.joyocala.org
joyocala@embarqmail.com
Sunday Worship at 8:15 a.m. and 11 a.m.
Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Worship at 6:45 p.m.
German Language Worship on the
First Sunday of Each Month at 3 p.m.

Nursery Provided
Edward Holloway, Senior Pastor

7045 SW 83rd Pl., Ocala

(352) 854-4509

The

Windsor
of Ocala

ASSISTED LIVING & MEMORY CARE

vor and without the necessity for any probate proceedings.
Q. I am getting married to a wonderful man and we have decided to have prenuptial agreements. We are both from (another state) but now reside in Florida. My
fiancé’s son said that one attorney can represent both of us and that is standard here
in Florida. Is it really what is standard here
in Florida?
A. Nope. It’s not standard at all and in
fact, it is not appropriate for one attorney
to represent two parties to a pre-nuptial
agreement. Each of you need your separate
attorneys; or if only one of you wants to see
an attorney, then the pre-nuptial agreement
should clearly state that the non-represented party is not represented by the same attorney and further but advised to retain a
separate attorney.
Q. I am a widow who has been estranged from one of my sons for well over
10 years. My neighbor told me that under
Florida law, I must leave a child at least 30%
and thus cannot simply cut him out. Is that
true?
A. Your neighbor apparently practices
law without the slightest idea of what the
law really is on this subject. Unless your
son is a minor, you are not required to leave
him anything. Typically, I suggest language
in a will that makes it clear that you are, by
intention, not leaving anything to anyone
other than the persons specifically named
in the will.
Gerald R. Colen is an attorney and member of the National Academy of Elder Law
Attorneys and the Elder Law section of the
Florida Bar Association. He concentrates his
practice of law in the areas of real estate, elder law, wills, trusts, probate, business law
and estate planning. This column is not intended to provide legal advice for any specific question. You should always consult your
own attorney for such advice. Mr. Colen is
available for conferences at his law office
at 7243 Bryan Dairy Road, Largo, Florida
33777; Ph. (727) 545-8114 or at On Top of
the World in Clearwater, Fla. In Ocala, Fla.,
Mr. Colen is available, by appointment, for
legal conferences at the On Top of the World
sales office annex. He responds to e-mail
at gcolen@tampabay.rr.com or through his
website: www.gcolen.com.
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All Around
Our World
By Lynette Vermillion
Although we have had a freeze or two, it
appears that we are going to have another
mild winter, and while it is wonderful to
avoid the extreme cold weather, it does lead
to increases in landscape pests and other
challenges in the spring.
February is a very busy month. We celebrate Valentine’s Day, Groundhog Day,
Presidents’ Day and Black History Month.
And for you football and NASCAR fans,
Super Bowl XLVIII will occur on Sunday,
Feb. 2, in New Jersey, and 43 of the best
stock car drivers in the world will compete
in the 56th running of the Daytona 500 on
Sunday, Feb. 23.

Budget Meeting

your decal.
There will be no charge for up to two
new decals on your existing vehicle(s), if
replaced by March 31. Normal fees will apply after March 31. All vehicles must have
the new decal by March 31, as the old scanners will be removed. We ask for your patience, as we work through this process.

Signage

We often receive requests to add additional signage – speed limit signs, directional signage, informational signs, etc.,
and I am sometimes questioned, if we don’t
add a sign, why we didn’t follow through
with the request. We do evaluate every request received, however, we do not follow
through on every request received because
there may already be ample signage or our
traffic engineer or land development manager advises us against doing so.
I would love to say adding a sign would
change human behavior, but this is typically not the case. We just all have to believe
the signage applies to all of us.

Recycling and Waste
Just a reminder that the board of di- Disposal

rectors meeting for On Top of the World
(Central) Owners Association will be held
on Tuesday, Feb. 11, at 9 a.m. at Circle
Square Cultural Center. A notice was sent
dated Jan. 22, advising of this meeting.

Ocala Open

The Candler Hills Golf Course will host
the eighth annual Ocala Open this year.
The event is sure to be one of the largest
charity golf events in Marion County in
2014 and will be held on March 12, 13 and
14 with a Pro-Am on Tuesday, March 11.
The event will showcase the Candler
Hills Golf Course and will highlight from
around the world professional golfers while
benefiting local charities, Hospice of Marion County, Inc., and Interfaith Emergency
Services. You will not want to miss this
– come out and be a spectator and enjoy
watching exciting golf. And, you still have
time to sign up to participate in the ProAm, which will help benefit both charities.

Car Gate Decals

Please note that Customer Service is applying new decals Monday through Friday,
from 9 a.m. to noon only, unless special arrangements are made. Reminder, you must
bring your registration with you to obtain

I’ve had a request to remind residents
about our single stream recycling program.
In order for the recycling program to be
effective, the cooperation of all residents
is necessary. Even though recycling is not
free, it does save this community added
cost by diverting a significant flow from the
solid waste stream destined for the landfill.
Recycled materials are not added to the
overall cartage cost, thus reducing tonnage
hauled and a savings for the community,
which more than offsets the cost of recycling.
Please follow the guidelines posted on
the single stream and aluminum recycling
containers located throughout the community. Plastic bags should not be put in the
aluminum only containers and cardboard
boxes should be broken down before going
into the cardboard recycling containers.
I also ask that if you are disposing of
trash in the compactor and the compactor is full, please do not set the trash on the
ground by the compactor. There are compactor sites conveniently located throughout the community, and you can dispose of
your trash at another location.

Renovations

Exciting changes are coming up with-
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in the community … renovations at the
Health & Recreation Building and the SW
99th Street gate. The end result will be a
new, fresh, up-to-date look; however, you
may be impacted while this work is being
performed. We ask for your patience and
cooperation during this time, and please
remember the end product will be well
worth it.

Customer Service
Please note that the Customer Service
office is closed the third Wednesday of
every month from noon to 1 p.m., which
falls on Feb. 19 this month. Customer Service may be reached by phone: 236-OTOW
(6869);
e-mail:
otowservice@otowfl.
com; or in person by visiting Suite 200, in
Friendship Commons.

2014 Publication Schedule

On Top of the World News
2014 Publication Dates and Deadlines
Issue

January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December
January '15

Advertising/Column
Submission Deadline

Home
Delivery

Inserts

Noon, Friday, Dec. 13, 2013
Noon, Monday, Jan. 13
Noon, Thursday, Feb. 13
Noon, Thursday, March 13
Noon, Monday, April 14
Noon, Tuesday, May 13
Noon, Friday, June 13
Noon, Monday, July 14
Noon, Wednesday, Aug. 13
Noon, Monday, Sept. 15
Noon, Monday, Oct. 13
Noon, Thursday, Nov. 13
Noon, Friday, Dec. 12

Thursday, Dec. 26, 2013
Thursday, Jan. 30
Thursday, Feb. 27
Thursday, March 27
Thursday, May 1
Thursday, May 29
Thursday, June 26
Thursday, July 31
Thursday, Aug. 28
Thursday, Oct. 2
Thursday, Oct. 30
Thursday, Nov. 27
Thursday, Jan. 1, 2015

Master the
Possibilities
X

Recreation &
Wellness
X

X

X

X

X

X

World News Delivery
Each household in On Top of the World
Communities should receive a complimentary copy of the World News along with the
Ocala Star-Banner every month.
If you are not receiving home delivery,

Food For
Thought
By Sandy Curtis
This is a month filled with many holidays and traditions. When we think of February, automatically Valentine’s Day comes
to mind. Every Feb. 14, across the United
States and in other places around the world,
candy, flowers and gifts are exchanged between loved ones – all in the name of St.
Valentine.
On this special day, we have a wonderful menu for you to enjoy at Candler Hills
Restaurant from 4 to 8 p.m. Our Valentine’s
Day menu will consist of New York strip
steak and shrimp, roasted chicken, prime
rib, striped lobster ravioli with a sherry
cream and roasted bell peppers, seafood
stew, which includes shrimp, mussels, and
clams over pasta along with a variety of
sides to choose from. Seating is limited, so
I encourage you to make your reservations
today at 861-9720.
We have continued our “Dinner for
Two” every Monday from 4 to 7 p.m. Enjoy
two entrées and two drinks for $20 plus tax
and gratuity. We will have a selected menu
of four entrées for you to choose from. Mix
and match to see what you like and remember it’s only on Monday nights!
Our Girls Night Out event will be held
on Tuesday, Feb. 18, from 7 to 9 p.m. Our
theme is ‘50s doo wop with poodle skirts,
leather jackets and diner food. The ‘50s
were a time that was dedicated to fun and

please e-mail otownews@otowfl.com or
call 854-0248. Please include your house
number and street address along with your
community name.

rock and roll.
If you haven’t had a chance to join us on
a girl’s night out, please do so. You will enjoy this time together with your friends and
make new ones. The cost is $15 inclusive,
which includes appetizers, two drinks from
the bar and tax and gratuity. It’s a price you
can’t resist and an awesome time you don’t
want to miss.
Mangiare means “to eat” in Italian. Join
us every Wednesday in the month of February from 4 to 7 p.m. for a family style
dinner, featuring all your Italian favorites,
presented to you “family style.” Bring a
friend or the whole family for a night of
enjoyment around the dinner table. Prices
will vary, depending on your selection.
Make reservations today to join us at Candler Hills Restaurant starting on Wednesday, Feb. 5.
It’s a new year, old VIP Dining Program cards have expired and a 2014 card
is waiting for you. Members of the VIP
Dining Program receive VIP reservations
for restaurant seating as well as invitations
to special members-only dining events. In
addition, members receive a five percent
discount on all food and beverage items
purchased and a 10 percent discount on
additional appetizers, sides and desserts.
If you haven’t done so, stop in at the Golf
Shop and see Trudy to start or renew your
membership today. It’s savings that are
waiting for you.
Beginning on Saturday, Feb. 1, every
Saturday at The Pub, we will offer $2 tacos
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. You’re going to love
Chef Greg’s soft shell beef tacos with all the
fixings. Stop in and grab a couple tacos and
a beverage of your choice. You’ll be glad
you did.

Poetry
UPCOMING PUBLICATION

March Issue: Thursday, Feb. 27

By On Top of the
World Residents

Awaiting Spring
By Annette Sharpe
Heard only was snapping
In the barren wood,
As frosty winds assaulted
Where they could.
Across the frozen lake
Sat a deserted winter scene,
A treasured cove
Where summer folks had been.
Cabins stood in a silent row,
Roofs capped with fresh white snow,
Abandoned for good reason
Until another season.
Despite the bitter chill,
Phantom voices lingered still,
Recalling happy hours carefree,
Cherishing each memory,
Of fishing by the shady side,
Diving from the floating raft,
Treasuring the fun they had,
The many times they laughed.
Desolate, cold and bleak,
If this cove could only speak,
As memories linger with winter lace
On snowy firs that bow with grace.
With dormant trees in the silent glen,
Its life will return, with spring, again.
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Keeping
It Green
By Phillip B. Hisey
February is a good month to trim your
Crape Myrtles. Crape Myrtles are easy to
grow and produce a large cluster of flowers in many different colors during the
summer months. Some Crape Myrtles are
trained into trees while others are grown as
shrubs.
Pruning your Crape Myrtles provides
the new growth required for summer
blooms. The plant is also dormant during
this time making it easier to shape. There
are many studies to suggest the proper
pruning method for Crape Myrtles, but the
studies do not show conclusive evidence
that one way is better or worse than the
other. The method I prefer and propose for
residents to follow is the “pencil pruning”
method. Basically you remove all branches
smaller than a pencil.
Why do we trim Crape Myrtles? Crape
Myrtle blooms appear only on new wood.
So by pruning branches you spur growth
along the branch nodes, which in turn produce flowers.
What if I don’t trim my Crape Myrtles?
You will still get blooms and plenty of them.
While trimming Crape Myrtles will help
with new growth and blooms, it is also an
aesthetic function of the plant. The pruned

Avalon
Social Group
By Lorraine Rourke
We are now into our 2014 schedule
with lots of new neighbors to join us at our
monthly potluck. Keep in mind we don’t
assign the dishes. So far, we’ve gotten a
pretty even spread of dishes. However, if in
doubt or if you haven’t brought meat in a
while, you might want to bring some sort of
meat dish. That way it’s not always the same
folks providing the main dish.
As always, I thank my many volunteers
who help make this a success. If you have
an idea of something you’d like done, we
can always use someone to step up and run
a potluck for us. I know I’d sure appreciate
it.
In January, we had a lot of fun. We are
now looking at our Valentine’s Day potluck
on Monday, Feb. 3. Dress in red and come
join us for an excellent meal and meet the
neighbors. We have a raffle and provide the
paper products. Bring a dish to share that
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plants look better and often times have a
better resistance to insects and disease due
to increase airflow through the canopy.
What are my thoughts of “hat racking”
or “crape murder?” While this form of
trimming is seen across the nation and will
produce an abundance of new growth, it
also creates large wounds that often lead to
decay and potential failure or death of the
tree. From an arboricultural standpoint, it
is not a sound practice for the longevity
of the tree and, in my opinion, should be
avoided.
Can my Crape Myrtle bloom all season
long? Yes, trimming the blooms after they
fade will encourage a second bloom to occur. We have had Crape Myrtles blooming
from summer into the fall months here at
On Top of the World.
Another note for this time of year is to
be cautious of the threat of freeze. Freezing
temperatures have been known to occur in
February, so don’t forget to cover up your
irrigation backflow preventers, when low
temperatures are in the forecast.
Using a heavy blanket should be sufficient; however, another alternative is a back
flow preventer cover that may be purchased
at Customer Service. This bag runs about
$60 and would be a great investment for
your irrigation system. If you do not know
where your backflow is located, please visit
www.otowinfo.com, select the community
you live in and go to the home maintenance
tab on the left side toward the bottom of the
list. There is a video that describes where
your backflow preventer is located and how
to protect your backflow in the event of a
hard freeze warning.
feeds eight to 10 (no desserts, as I assign
them). Bring appetizer, meat, casserole,
vegetable, salad, pasta, or fruit with a serving utensil and your own non-alcoholic
beverage.
We start at 5:30 p.m. with the food line
starting at 5:45 p.m. at the Arbor Club Ballroom.
We generally serve corned beef for
March, which requires ticket sales, so we
will be selling those tickets at the February
potluck.
Here are the 2014 potluck dates Feb. 3,
March 3, April 7, May 5, Sept. 8, Oct. 6,
Nov. 3, and Dec. 8.

ARE YOU ON FACEBOOK?
We are, too! Become a fan of On Top
of the World Communities - Ocala, FL.
Go to OnTopoftheWorld.com, click our
Facebook link and tell us about your
favorite activity at On Top of the World.
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Candler
Connection
By Janet Wiles
The next Candler Connection board
meeting will be held on Tuesday, Feb. 4, at
1:30 p.m. in the Candler Hills Community
Center. All residents are welcome to come
and discuss any issue pertaining to the
board.
Two speakers series presentations have
been scheduled. On Thursday, Feb. 20, Tracy Fero and Tina Cairns from the Fero &
Sons Insurance will discuss sinkholes and
catastrophic ground cover collapse and will
explain what insurance coverage we need.
On Saturday, March 8, Phillip Hisey will be
making his annual presentation on getting
homes and yards ready for summer. Both
presentations will be at 3 p.m. in the Candler Hills Community Center.
The next potluck will be Tuesday, Feb.
25, in the Candler Hills Community Center. Those residents with last names beginning with A-C and T-Z should bring
appetizers or desserts; D-K, main entrées;
L-S, vegetables, salads, or side dishes. Label
your dish with its name and ingredients,
especially nuts, high sugar or salt contents,
or even sugar substitutes, to assist people
with dietary issues.
Start arriving at 5:30 p.m. to enjoy appetizers. Make sure you get a number for
the table where you will be sitting. The cost

of $1 covers eating utensils, plates, napkins,
and decaf coffee. Volunteers are always
needed to help with set up and clean up. To
attend, contact Bev McCarthy at 854-9416
or bjtr6@yahoo.com to let her know how
many will be attending, what dish you will
be bringing, and if you can help with set up.
Mark your calendar for Saturday, April
5, for the “Swing into Spring” dinner and
dance at the Arbor Club from 6:30 to 9:30
p.m. Tickets are $31 per person and include a fully catered dinner, cash bar, and
entertainment by disc jockey James Vincent Winn. Tickets are limited to the first
residents and will go on sale March 3, 7, 10,
and 14 from 9 a.m. until noon at the Candler Hills Community Center and March 5
and 12 from 1 to 4 p.m. in the second floor
lobby at the Health & Recreation Building. The final menu will be published in the
March column of the World News. Should
you need more details at this time, please
call John Bain at 414-5434.
The Candler Connection web site, www.
candlerconnection.org, contains a neighborhood directory. If you wish to be added
to this directory, to receive e-mail notices,
or to make corrections to the current listing, please contact Marilyn Lube at 8953954 or marilynlube@yahoo.com. If leaving a message, please include your name,
address, phone number, and e-mail address.
Some residents have asked about mailbox maintenance. You can paint your mailbox using a Rust-Oleum black matte paint,
which comes in spray or brush on. The
numbers are two inch black on white with
a reflective background. You may purchase
both the paint and numbers at Lowe’s.

GOLF CART REGISTRATION

Customer Service
8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday
Bring your golf cart, resident I.D. and proof of golf cart
insurance. All residents in the household need to be present.
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Sunshine State.
February is Black History Month. Our
film series celebrates this and the contributions of African Americans. These films
help us chronicle a deep history from slavery to the White House. We hope that they
will serve as catalysts for discussion.
Lifelong learning affords all of us the
opportunity to discover, recall and share.
Master the Possibilities strives to support
this endeavor and partner ... with you. Let’s
learn from and with each other.

Circle Square Cultural
Center

February holds lots of opportunities for
some diverse entertainment. The Ocala
Coin Show sets up shop on Feb. 7, 8 and
9. This show is open to the public. The
World Has Talent auditions take place on
Wednesday, Feb. 12, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Auditions are open to individuals as in
prior years; however, this year, we’re also
inviting duets, groups, dancers, musicians,
magicians, story tellers, acrobats, choirs,
comedians (G-Rated only), line dancers,
etc. Top 10 finalists will compete on Saturday, May 10, for cash prizes!
On Saturday, Feb. 15, the Surf City Allstars perform and feature Dean Torrence
of Jan and Dean fame. Check out www.
CSCulturalCenter.com for details on all
events at Circle Square Cultural Center.

The Town Square

Please note the new winter hours are
from 3 to 7 p.m. every Friday and Saturday.
We want to hear from you! We’d like
to hear your suggestions (constructive,
please) as to what you’d like to enjoy at
The Town Square on Friday and Saturday
nights. What do you want more of? Less of?
Or something totally new that isn’t offered
at this time. While we can’t guarantee that
we will be able to execute all suggestions,
we look forward to always presenting you
with interesting entertainment. Send your
ideas to webmaster@otowfl.com. Next
month, we’ll talk about the suggestions that
are made. Stay tuned!

December was unseasonably warm and
January had a quick, hard freeze. I keep
holding out hope for a very chilly February
for only one reason: the cold knocks back
pest populations that get into the landscape, limits the food supply for rodents
(depressing the population), and gives a
pleasant reminder of why most people
moved to Florida in the first place.
So if I get what I’ve asked for (unlikely
as that is), what to do with shocked and
droopy plants in your landscape beds? The
original plantings installed in your neighborhood at the time of construction were
selected for their cold and drought hardiness. Sudden and severe cold weather may
cause some plants to brown and leaves to
curl.
Do not uproot plants affected by the
cold. They will surprise you with their recovery. Neither should they be pruned
back until mid-April. There may be several
more periods of cold and possible frost.
Pruning at this point will spur plant growth
that is vulnerable to the cold. Rather, wait
until mid-April to consider any pruning
of owner added plantings. Central Florida
generally experiences one cold snap with
light frost between March 15 and Easter; so
be forewarned.

Safety Tip

If you are using a space heater, make
sure it is well away from any combustible
object. Avoid overloading an electrical outlet with appliances, extension cords, and
especially a space heater. Overloading any
electrical outlet can be a sure prescription
for a fire.
Proper service on your heating and air
conditioning systems (HVAC) is a must
do. Improperly operating heat strips (on
reverse cycle units/heat pumps) can malfunction and may become a fire hazard.
These need to be checked by a licensed and
insured air conditioning and heating professional, ideally prior to the cooler weather, but after a chill is a strong reminder as
well.
Want to conserve electricity? February
is a good time to clean out your dryer vent
pipe. Lint can become clogged in the vent
pipe, reducing dryer efficiency (so that’s
why it takes an hour to dry a 20 minute
load!). Even more to the point, collected
lint can become a fire hazard!
Cleaning is not complicated. Moving
the dryer may be the hardest part. Disconnect the vent hose from the dryer and the
wall vent. Use a vacuum cleaner to suction
the vent hose, or you may choose to replace
it entirely. Use the vacuum to suction the
wall vent as well. If you’ve never done this
before, the vent pipe may need a top down
cleaning.

By Janet Fragapane
Our visit to Romeo Elementary last
month was during one of our Florida cold
snaps. Most of the grandparents come
from northern states and can remember
waiting for the school bus while bundled
up and numb during the winter months.
Luckily, the children of Romeo never had
that “pleasure.” The children were hoping it
would snow.
If you have ever wondered if saving
those pop-tops, Campbell Soup labels, and
Box Tops for Education are worth it … they
are! We were told the school was able to
acquire $1,400 worth of needed items just
from these collections. Sure it is not only
from what On Top of the World collects
and sends in but we do send in quite a bit.
Please keep collecting and bringing them

in to the drawer under the stairs in the
Health & Recreation Building. Thank you!
The Dunnellon Food-4-Kids is another
way of helping out the children. Over 250
children are supplied needed food from
your generous donations. A check of any
amount made out to Dunnellon Food4-Kids sent to P.O. Box 262, Dunnellon,
FL 34430 is always welcomed. As always,
Joanne Leigh will take food items left at her
door at 10114 SW 92nd Street (Avalon) to
the school. Or call her 237-7637 and she
will come to you.
We had several substitute grandparents
filling in last month. The words from them
were, “ I had a great time. What a wonderful group of children. I want to do it again.”
Come join us and see what a rewarding
time we are all having. Call Barbara Greenwood at 861-2539 and ask her to put your
name down to read to the children. You
will be glad you did.
Our next trip to Romeo Elementary is
on Thursday, Feb. 13. The bus will be at
the old Porter’s building in the Winn Dixie
shopping center at 8:30 a.m. Hop on board.

It’s Showtime!
By Bob Woods
World News Writer

January was a full, packed month of
entertainment venues at Circle Square
Cultural Center with many different noteworthy shows that entertained the crowds.
This month brings just one show but it
will knock your socks off bringing back so
many gorgeous memories.

Surf City Allstars:
Featuring Dean Torrence
Saturday, Feb. 15

The Surf City Allstars featuring Dean
Torrence of the Jan & Dean are a tribute
band with each member having been a
member of the 1950s/1960s famous Beach
Boys band. Torrence was a member of the

Surf City Allstars.

famous Jan & Dean duo who made many
memorable hits such as “Surf City,” “The
Little Old Lady From Pasadena,” “Deadman’s Curve,” “Drag City” and the list of
famous singles continues including “Surfin
U.S.A.”
The Allstars entertain their audiences
with a blend of Jan & Dean famous recorded songs along with Beach Boys hits.
There will be audience participation and a
fun time is guaranteed for those attending.
Stop by the ticket office at 8395 SW 80th
Street or go online to www.csculturalcenter.com to purchase your tickets.
Let’s watch the lights dim as the curtain
rises. It’s showtime!
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Hoofin’ It for Hospice

Congratulations
Birthdays • Weddings • Anniversaries

By Bob Woods
World News Writer

In the January issue of the World News
it was announced that this year’s Hoofin’
It for Hospice would take place, Saturday,
Feb. 8 with registration taking place at 9
a.m. in front of the lower section of the
Health & Recreation Building. The walk
will begin at 9:30 a.m. This annual event
is a two-mile walk benefitting Hospice of
Marion County’s Legacy House.
Before arriving for registration, please

LadyBirds

By Caren Kowalsky

Mike & Jean Flynn
50th Anniversary
Please e-mail birthday, wedding or anniversary announcements to
otownews@otowfl.com by the 13th of the month.

Community
Patrol
By Patricia A. Woodbury
The Community Patrol was welcomed
into the New Year with a new set of Rules
and Procedures from the Marion County
Sheriff ’s Office. One of the sections in this
handbook that is appropriate not only for
the patrol members but also for residents
is the section on “crime prevention techniques.”
There are many things you can do to
avoid becoming a victim, especially when
you are going to be away from your home
for an extended period of time. Here are
some selected items from the “vacation security checklist.”
• Arrange with Gary Rodoff at 2917508 for the Community Patrol to
drive by your house periodically
(we do not check houses).
• Arrange to have mail held by the
post office and your newspaper
delivery stopped or picked up by
a friend or neighbor and also have
any other deliveries picked up by a
friend or neighbor.
• Have several timers attached to
lights in various locations throughout the home.
• Ask a friend or neighbor to check

your house regularly, and leave a
number with them where you can
be reached.
• Monitor weather conditions when
absent and check with a friend or
neighbor for possible damage and
needed insurance notification.
• Do not tell everyone about your vacation plans. - Do not leave notes
on your door regarding your absence and do not post your vacation
plans on Facebook.
• Doors and windows should be
locked with deadbolts and auxiliary
locks.
• Never leave behind valuable jewelry, coins, cash or important documents.
• Upon returning home, if you notice
evidence of a break-in, do not enter
the house but call the non-emergency number of the Marion County Sheriff ’s Office 352-732-9111.
• Monitor your phone and electricity bills for unusual spikes which
might be a clue to unlawful entry to
your home during extended leaves
of absences.
The next meeting of the Community Patrol is on Monday, Feb. 24.
Anyone interested in becoming part of
our Community Patrol should call Richard
Enos at 304-8477. Our meetings are usually
held on the fourth Monday of the month
in Suites B and C of the Arbor Conference
Center, at 3 p.m. Come and join us, the
meeting is open to everyone.

CURBSIDE LANDSCAPE DEBRIS PICK-UP SCHEDULE
Monday*

Wednesday

Thursday

• Americana Village • Friendship Colony • Avalon
• Friendship Village • Candler Hills**
• Providence 1/2
•
Indigo
East**
• Williamsburg
• Friendship Park
* Due to volumes, pick-up may extend into Tuesday		
** Begins at 7:30 a.m.

Friday
• Crescent Ridge/
Green
• Renaissance Park
• Windsor

Nancy Dreimuller provided the goodies
for our Friday, Jan. 10, meeting. Thank you
Nancy.
Our guest speaker, courtesy of Opal
Stroud, was Sheriff Chris Blair. Spouses and
significant others were invited to join us at
10 a.m. to hear his presentation.
Opal has also tentatively lined up Miss
Carla from Interfaith Emergency Services
for our February meeting. Opal is also
working on a March speaker. Opal is a very
busy lady, and we thank her.
Our annual birthday party was on Sunday, Jan. 12. Gloria Scicluna was not able to
host so it was decided that each LadyBird,
who signed up to attend, would be make

bring all donations and pledges from your
friends, neighbors or clubs along with a list
of those who donated with amounts.
The walking route will be marked and
volunteers with golf carts will patrol the
walking route. The 14th annual Hoofin’ It
for Hospice will take place, rain or shine so
dress appropriately. Any questions, please
call Karen Benson at 304-8658.

some special “finger food” to share. Linda
Lohr was in charge of ordering our birthday cake. All the LadyBirds who attended
this party had a very happy birthday.
On Wednesday, Jan. 15, Annette
Krueger and Rita Mandl hosted the Shire
Horse Farm Tour. At least 40 members and
guests had signed up to enjoy this outing.
Thanks ladies.
Our annual Valentine’s Day Party, a
catered affair, will take place on Saturday,
Feb. 15, at the Arbor Club Ballroom. Elaine
Fitzpatrick will provide entertainment. An
evening of dining and dancing – a great
way to celebrate a special event!
As usual, we invite all spouses or significant others of any R/C Flyers to come join
us, and see what we LadyBirds are all about.
Our meetings take place the second Friday
of each month from September to May at 9
a.m. at the Arbor Club Conference Center,
Suites B and C. Please bring your beverage
of choice. We provide the goodies to nibble.
Looking forward to seeing you all.

DRIVER SAFETY PROGRAM

Save money on your car insurance; classes monthly.
For information, call Joe Briggs at 237-2971.
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World
Traveler
By Bill Shampine

Photo by Bill Shampine

Several small boats about to take some tourists into the Blue
Grotto on the coast of the island of Capri.

Capri (ka’pree) is an island in the Tyrrhenian Sea, on the south side of the Gulf
of Naples off southwest Italy. It has been
a popular resort area since the time of
the Roman Empire! Caesar Augustus, the
founder of the Roman Empire, loved Capri
and built a villa there.
During his reign from 27 B.C. to A.D. 14,
he spent much of his time at this villa. He
also had temples, other villas, aqueducts,
and gardens built to enhance his enjoyment of the island. Some of these Roman
ruins remain today and are popular tourist attractions. Tiberius, the second Caesar,
was so enamored with Capri that he moved
there permanently in A.D. 27, and ran the
Empire from there until A.D. 37.
Margitta Claterbos and I visited Capri
last summer. Composed of limestone and
sandstone rock, it is a beautiful island, with
rugged, perpendicular cliffs as much as
1,000 feet high along much of the coastline. One product of the relatively soft rock
along the coastline is hundreds of caves
that have been carved out of the cliffs by the
wave action over the millennia.
The Grotta Azzurra (Blue Grotto) is the
most famous cave on the island and the

most visited attraction. You can only enter
the Grotto in a small rowboat holding no
more than five people that passes through
a waterline opening about four- to five-feet
in size. Inside, the water and the air appear
blue in color, a phenomenon associated
with the refraction of the sunlight entering
through a larger, underwater opening.
Perhaps an even more famous vista is
the image of three limestone crags, called
sea stacks that project above the sea at the
southeastern end of Capri. These sea stacks
are called Faraglioni in Italian. The smallest one, about 90 feet high, has a large hole
through it, and tour boats inevitably drive
through the hole.
The best view of the island is from the
top of Monte Solaro. At 1,932 feet, it is
the high point on the island. At the summit you are graced with spectacular views
of the island of Capri and the surrounding
waters. The best way to get there is to take a
chairlift, a ride of about 12 minutes. Alternatively, for the truly hardy, you can walk
to the top in about an hour to an hour and a
half. Margitta and I rode the chairlift.
There are only two towns on Capri – Capri and Anacapri. Capri is on the eastern
part of the island and crosses the entire island from north to south. Anacapri is on
the western part of the island, and located
on some of the highest parts of the island.
Anacapri is not nearly as “fancy” as Capri,
with more craft shops than designer fashion stores and a nightlife that is much less
lively.
Most people get to Capri either by ferry
or hydrofoil from either Naples or Sorrento. The hydrofoil is about twice as fast
as the ferry and takes about 40 minutes
from Naples or 20 minutes from Sorrento.
The main tourist season is July and August,
when swarms of people visit. Swimming is
a popular outing. The water looks fantastic, but the beaches are composed of small
rocks rather than sand—not very impressive to a Florida-boy.

Travel
Toppers
By Jo Swing
Reservations start this month for two
eagerly anticipated trips. Monday, Feb. 10,
is the start for reservations for the alwaysenjoyable Tampa Bay Downs trip. This trip
will take place on Saturday, April 5. Tampa
Bay Downs is known as one of America’s
oldest and well-maintained racetracks. It
first opened in 1926 under the name of
Tampa Downs. The cost of this trip is $46
which covers transportation, buffet lunch,
admission, program, and tips and meal
for our driver. Please call Pat Hood at 2378533 for reservations for an afternoon of
good food and exciting racing.
On Monday, Feb. 24, reservations for
“The Wizard of Oz” at the Show Palace
Dinner Theater will begin. Based on the
classic 1938 movie, travel with Dorothy and
her friends the scarecrow, the tin woodsman, and the cowardly lion down the yellow brick road. Enjoy a delicious buffet
meal while hearing once again such classic
songs as “Ding Dong the Witch is Dead,”
“If I Only Had a Brain,” and the wistful
“Somewhere Over the Rainbow.” The cost
of $73 includes bus, show, buffet, and tips
and meal for our driver. Call Allan Rickards at 390-3075.
Travel Toppers is currently taking reservations for the Saturday, March 29,
production of “La Cage aux Folles” at the
Show Palace. Come visit the most notorious nightspot in St. Tropez where illusion
and reality mix freely. Based on the famous
1978 French film and the 1984 Broadway
Best Musical, this show is pure entertainment from start to finish. The cost is $73
for bus, show, buffet, and tips and meal for
our driver. Call Mary Lamp at 854-9378
for reservations now.
Looking for a cruise to liven up your
life? Travel Toppers has a 10-day cruise,
Thursday, Dec. 4, to Saturday, Dec. 13. Sailing from Port Canaveral, Fla., we will visit
the ABC islands (Aruba, Bonaire and Curacao) along with a stop at Labadee, Haiti.
Prices start at $823.79 per person, double
occupancy for inside cabin and includes
all port charges and government fees. For
more information and reservations, call
Inge Gaitch at 237-7428.
Travel Toppers is always open to new
ideas about places to go and events that
might be fun to attend. Come and join us
at our next meeting, Wednesday, Feb. 5, at
9:30 a.m. in Suite A at the Arbor Conference Center. Your input is welcome. Until
then, happy travel to all.

Visually Impaired
By Lee Wagner
The next meeting of the Visually Impaired Support Group will be held Tuesday,
Feb. 11, at 1:30 p.m. in Suite H at the Arbor
Conference Center. We will be having Dr.
Zafer Sabawi who works in acupuncture
as our speaker. There has been some talk
about this art being directly connected to
eye health. Let us hear what he has to say
and be sure to ask questions. This is definitely a bring-a-friend kind of program
and caregivers are always welcome.
If you have any questions, please call Lee
Wagner at 237-4843.

REMINDER

Dogs must be on a leash
at all times.
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Sail Away
Cruise Club
By Fred O’Blenis

Photo by Bob Woods

Dutch style houses in pastel colors at Willemstad, Curacao.

On The
Road Again
By Bob Woods
Let’s start 2015 with a bang with a fantastic seven-night cruise departing Tampa,
Fla. on Royal Caribbean’s Vision of the
Seas. Each cabin will receive a $75 shipboard credit and a free one-hour cocktail
party!
The ship will depart Tampa on March
28, 2015. I realize the date seems far off in
the future but realize it is only 13 months
away. The ship will head for Roatan, Honduras; Belize City, Belize; and two ports of
call on the Yucatan Peninsula, Costa Maya
and Cozumel, Mexico.
Prices for this cruise are per person and
include transportation to and from Tampa,
driver’s gratuities along with tip for baggage handlers at the pier. It also covers all
port charges and government fees. Doesn’t
this sound fantastic?
The prices are as follows: $823 (inside
Cat. N); $933 (ocean view Cat. I); and
$1,133 (balcony Cat. D2). Insurance starts
at $59 per person and is not included in the
prices but is highly recommended, as most
medical insurance companies do not cover
individuals outside the U.S.
The Thursday, Dec. 4 cruise is just about
sold out. The motor coach departing On
Top of the World is full but I am sure there
will be a few cancellations for various reasons. If not, I have another coach that will
pick up overflow outside the gate. This can

be all explained more precisely by calling
me.
This nine-night, 10-day voyage will visit
Aruba, Bonaire, Curacao and Labadee,
Haiti before returning to Port Canaveral,
Fla. Prices include transportation to and
from the port. There is also a $50 shipboard
credit per cabin and a free cocktail party on
this cruise.
As stated in last month’s column, I said
I would give a little information on the island of Curacao. Europeans by a Spanish
expedition in 1499 first recorded the island.
During 1634 when the Netherlands
achieved independence from Spain, the
Dutch started occupying the island as European powers were trying to occupy bases
in the Caribbean. The Dutch West India
Company founded the capital of Willemstad, which remains the capital of the island
today. The island culture is Dutch and features building styles found in the Netherlands painted in beautiful pastel colors.
Curacao has one of the highest standards of living in the Caribbean ranking
it number 46th in the world. Tourism is a
major industry. Other than forts and museums in the city, the floating market is a
mini-boat fleet of merchants and fishermen from Venezuela selling fresh fish and
fruits for reasonable prices. The unique
harbor and the architecture of Willemstad
has designated this capital city a UNESCO
World Heritage Site.
The motor coach trip departing Sunday, Sept. 14 heading for a seven-day extravaganza to Nashville is sold out. I have a
lengthy stand-by list, but if you would like
your name placed on the list, please call me
at 854-0702.
See you on the road again.

Welcome aboard. February only has
28 days so time is a factor for our St. Patrick’s Day sailing on the Enchantment of
the Seas on Monday, March 17. It’s probably too late to book this one, but you can
still try by calling Fred at 237-6367. I think
this is a good time to tell all of you that we
will make this one of our yearly cruises.
Residents have said that this would be the
cruise to do each spring. So let’s do it.
The club’s annual cruise in November
is on the Explorer of the Seas. It is nine
nights departing from Port Canaveral, Fla.
We will have ample time to see the ABC Islands (Aruba, Bonaire and Curacao) and,
of course, Royal Caribbean’s private island
called Labadee. Many of our clients have
visited some of these locations, but too
often the ships were only in port for a few
hours versus the upcoming cruise with all
day-scheduled itineraries.
If all of the above weren’t enough to get
you to pick up the phone and get more information on this cruise, maybe an added
$50 per cabin on board credit would help.
To book/hold a stateroom for just $250 per
person call Fred at 237-6367. Whatever
money put down on any of our cruises is
fully refundable up to final payment. A
note to Royal Caribbean Crown and Anchor members: the pricing for our November cruise stated in the previous newsletter
may be discounted even further in certain

cabin categories.
Those who have never cruised before
often call questioning why we promote a
cruise date sometimes a year or more in advance. The answer is business 101: “supply
and demand.” For example, the cruise ship
for November is already showing in “yellow;” meaning most category staterooms
are nearly sold out. Our club has cabins
in our inventory at the early bird booking
prices waiting just for you. Call Fred at 2376367.
In November 2013, the club sailed on
the Oasis of the Seas. Some compared the
experience to a mega hotel land resort at
sea. A few even thought the ship was too
big and still some loved it.
This November, the club will sail on Explorer of the Seas, which is about half the
size of the Oasis. When doing research for
my columns, it is always interesting to read
what Royal Caribbean highlights as a draw
to their large ships. The rock-climbing wall
always triggers my amusement. I know it’s
my age plus lack of muscle versus body fat
but really ... it seems like a waste of space
for a few youngsters to scamper up 30 feet
to ring a bell. I prefer to watch while enjoying a cocktail or other beverage, and reminisce about the good ole days when my favorite form of exercise was shifting gears in
a ‘57 Chevy.
Our cruise club business model has always been centered on as much bang for
the buck with organized group cruises,
vacations and short get-aways. Over the
years, something else has happened that
wasn’t part of the intent. We have developed friendships that would have otherwise never existed. Please call Fred 2376367 and let him tell you more about our
club travel events. We hope to see you on
the high seas.

RESIDENT ID CARDS

Customer Service
8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday
Bring current ID or temp ID.
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Rubber Stamp
Greeting
Cards
By Linda Lohr
January got off to a great start with presenters Susan Kennedy and Edie Howard.
Susan presented a cute lollipop card,
useful for many types of occasions, as well
as handmade tags for gifts all year long.
Edie presented two Valentine’s Day

items: a beautiful red and white card, and,
my favorite, a red and white “sleeve” for a
delicious chocolate candy bar. What a clever idea!
Both Susan and Edie provided almost
all the needed pieces in great kits for each
person. We thank them for their fantastic
effort and the time they put into their presentations.
Anyone can be a presenter – and the
cards do not have to be fancy or complicated. Our group is based on friendship,
and socializing and helping each other play
a big part of the club!
Our group is open to all crafters, begin-

February 2014

ners or those more experienced. One or
two people do a presentation each month.
The group usually meets the first and third
Thursday of the month, unless the demonstrator requests other arrangements. There
are basic supplies that are needed, such as
a trimmer, glue, scissors, and card stock.
Everyone in the group shares their supplies
and everyone brings new ideas to the table.
You are only limited by your imagination!
If you feel this might be a class you
would enjoy, please call Kathy at 237-6439.
We look forward to introducing new people to our fun craft. Until then, keep on
stampin’!

Photo by Linda Lohr
Photo by Susan Kennedy

Valentine’s Day candy bar
wrapper.

Artistic
Crafts & Gifts
By Loretta Troutman
February is the month we celebrate Valentine’s Day. This is the day we express our
love to someone dear. If you are looking to
buy something special … look no further.
Carole Smith makes beautiful greeting
cards to help you say the right thing. Lois
Frear also makes lovely greeting cards with
appropriate sentiments. Some cards are
amusing and some say just the right thing
in a special way.
Rene, Helen, Sharon and Cheryl make
lovely accessories such as necklaces, earrings, pins, bracelets and scarves that will
please someone special.
Joe Hilchey has pens to put loving
thoughts in writing and intriguing wooden
puzzles.
Frances has tatted hearts and angels that
can be tacked onto a garment making
it special to represent Valentine’s Day.
Barb Lingis and Audrey Clapper make
pretty handbags and totes that will suit any
seasonal wardrobe.
Jacky and Audrey Mellillo knit and crochet things that will be warm and comfortable.
All these lovely items are available
to you in the Health & Recreation Ballroom on Tuesdays from 9 a.m. to noon.
Come see all that we offer, so much more
than listed here. We know that you will be
pleased. Enjoy a happy Valentine’s Day.

Lollipop card.

Photo by Janis Holte-Pavlatos

Vicki Olsen and Richard Krumm at the New Year’s Eve
celebration in the Health & Recreation Ballroom.

FREE BALANCE ASSESSMENTS

Health & Recreation Building, Thursdays at noon.
Please call 387-7534 to reserve your spot.
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Women of
the World
By Pat Betts
I hope you are getting back into the
swing of things. Here at On Top of the
World there are so many activities and
clubs to choose from that you can stay busy
from morning until night. So, all of us at
Women of the World are grateful that you
can join us every month!
This is a good time to remind our members that February’s meeting will be held on
the second Friday of the month. Make sure
you mark it on your calendar.
The nominating committee is looking
for gals to fill all the offices for the upcoming year. Consider adding your name to
the slate. Contact Carol (509-7116), Nancy
(873-4315), or Georgie (845-820-2603).
Our refreshment committee, headed
by Rose McGarry, did an excellent job in
January; however, we need more volunteers
for the February meeting. If you can help,
please call Rose at 873-3662. It doesn’t need
to be homemade and a plate will do! You do
not have to feed all 200-plus of us!
Our charity last month was SPCA; as
always your generosity is much appreciated. Our speaker, Julie Drexel, from Patriot Service Dogs explained that they train
service dogs and match them with veterans in need. golden retrievers, Labradors
and standard poodles are matched up with
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women from the local women’s prison. It’s
a win/win all around. Volunteers are always
appreciated.
We’re very excited about the upcoming
Fashion Show! I have a shopping bag full
of items for the basket I’ll be doing, but I
forgot to get a basket! By the time you read
this column, it will only be a short time before the Fashion Show is here on Saturday,
March 8. Doors open at 11 a.m. with the
festivities starting at noon.
Baskets can be brought up to the Health
& Recreation Ballroom by 9 a.m. the morning of the show. We still need mason jars;
please contact April Pollard at 237-5782 if
you can donate some. Tickets went on sale
at the January meeting and are going fast! If
you want to come, the remaining seats will
be sold before and after our monthly meeting on Friday, Feb. 14. Tickets are $22 each.
Raffle tickets will also be sold for the
famous nest egg. Last year’s lucky winner
went away with $425! Remember that the
Fashion Show is for Hospice of Marion
County and last year we donated approximately $7,000.
The Fashion Show will be catered by
Sonny’s BBQ (How can you not come?).
Our very special thanks to Belk for providing the clothes and coordinating again this
year.
I hope to see all of you at the Friday, Feb.
14, meeting. Our speaker will be Miriam
from Marion Senior Services. This is an
ongoing charity that we collect food and
toiletries for every month. The donations
for February will be non-perishable food
items, canned goods and personal hygiene
items for Interfaith Emergency Services.
Have a wonderful time until then.

Photos by Mike Roppel

Patriot Service Dogs spoke at the January meeting of Women
of the World. Judy Singer and Bev Carver are showing off the
dogs in their care.

Photo by Janet Wahl

The Glitzy Gals helping some of the children at the Christmas party
at Project Hope.

Red Hat
Society

The Glitzy Gals: We celebrated our
ninth anniversary with a luncheon at the
Hilton hosted by QM Mary Curry. After enjoying our lunch, plans for the year
were discussed. Our Red Hat vows were
renewed and we had our inspirational
candlelight ceremony. Betty Tesmer shared
all the things we had done in 2013. Ellen
Brecheen was welcomed to the group. QM
Mary presented each girl with a red rose
and told how special she was to the group.
The Christmas party for the children
and mothers at Project Hope was a wonderful experience. A special thank you to
Vice Queen Carol Cecala and Betty Tesmer
for planning this party. Thank you to all the
girls who contributed for the gifts, candy
and cookies.
QM Mary Curry, Vice Queens Bea Maxwell and Carol Cecala, Caroline Caprano,
Mary Bicknell, Betty Tesmer and Janet
Wahl were there to help. Pizza, drinks, cupcakes and ice cream were served. A craft
project of decorating a Christmas tree with
stickers was fun.
Each child received two cookies to ice
and decorate with sprinkles. The children
were very well behaved and enjoyed these
activities.
Gifts were opened and the toys were definitely more fun than the clothes. A stocking filled with toys and treats was given to
each child to take home. Many hours of
preparation for this project were rewarded

by the thanks and appreciation received.
We all left tired but with a good feeling of
helping others to enjoy the holiday spirit.
Some of our upcoming events include
horse racing at Tampa Bay Downs and
Ocala Breeders as well as Hoofin’ It for
Hospice. “Think of all the beauty still left
around you and be happy.” QM Mary Curry
by Janet Wahl
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The New
Pretenders
By Bill Shampine
Buy your tickets now! The “Love, Laughter, and Song” performance by The New
Pretenders is only a few days away! Believe
me; you don’t want to miss this show! Tickets still are available and can be purchased
on Monday, Wednesday or Friday at the
Health & Recreation Ballroom from 8 to
10 a.m.
The two-hour show is being presented
on Friday, Feb. 7, and Saturday, Feb. 8, at
7 p.m., and Sunday, Feb. 9, at 3 p.m. Ticket
prices are $6 for general admission and $8
for reserved seats.
This show of 29 songs will cover a wide
variety of genres, including country, western, classical, ballads, doo wop, 50s, 60s,
instrumentals, Dixieland, and good old
barbershop harmony. There will be a lot of
comedy songs, such as “I Just Don’t Look
Good Naked Anymore” – does that strike a
chord with anyone? We think you will have
a grand time, so why don’t you join us? We
look forward to seeing you.

Photo by Lennie Rodoff

Bob Wroblewski, Carol Shisler, Edie Dieckman, Mary Ethel Swing, and Hal Stanley singing in
the 2011 performance by The New Pretenders.

Opera

By Bernie Kelly
Last month, we had a performance of
“Le Comte Ory” by Rossini to open the
Opera Appreciation Class season. In February, we will see our yearly Verdi opera “Il
Trovatore” in a Met staging.
Verdi was born in 1813 in Le Roncole, Italy. The Napoleonic war was winding down
and in 1815 he would be exiled for life to St.
Helena in the Indian Ocean. Italy was not
yet a nation but would be during the life of
Verdi. He took great interest in the process
of unification but disliked politics and did
not really participate in the legislature even
though he was made a senator.

As a child, Verdi showed interest in music without demonstrating any remarkable
talent. This changed when his parents got
him an old spinet, which from the moment
he got it, Verdi prized as his most important possession. He was taught to play by
the local organist but Verdi’s father recognized this was not good enough to provide
the education that he needed.
So young Verdi was sent to live with a
cobbler in Busseto where he would have
more opportunities. Antonio Barizzi took
an interest in the boy and offered him a
job and made it possible for Giuseppe
to study with the organist of the Busseto
Cathedral. The people of Busseto were
sufficiently impressed by Verdi that they
collected money for him to study at the
Conservatory in Milan.
In 1832, Verdi went to Milan but could
not get into the Conservatory because he
was too old (at 20) and secondly his training in harmony and theory was very inadequate. Verdi was greatly disappointed but
studied privately under Vincenzo Lavigna,
a local opera composer.
In 1836, he married his childhood
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sweetheart in Busseto where he had returned from Milan in 1833. He worked on
his first opera, “Oberto,” which was finally
performed at La Scala with enough success
to earn Verdi a contract for three more.
In 1851, Verdi went from just a popular
composer to a great one with the opening
of “Rigoletto.” He followed that with “Il
Trovatore” and “La Traviata,” both produced in 1853.
Six operas followed, all of which are in
the active repertory today. The greatest of
all was “Aida” in 1876, which is the most
popular opera and most performed in the
world’s opera houses.
In “Il Trovatore,” Manrico and the
Count di Luna are at war and competing
for the hand of Leonora. They do not know
that they are brothers, and only the gypsy,
Azucena, knows.
The production we are going to see is
from the 2011 season at The Met. Marcelo
Alvarez and Sondra Radvonovsky make
beautiful music together. Dimitri Hvorostovsky sings the role of Count di Luna and
Dolora is Azucena. Marco Armiliato conducts the orchestra and chorus.
We will convene for our class in Meeting Room #3 on Thursday, Feb. 6, at 1 p.m.
All are welcome to attend and see what our
Opera Appreciation Class is all about.

The New Pretenders
“Love, Laughter, and
Song”
Friday, Feb. 7, at 7 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 8, at 7 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 9, at 3 p.m.
Health & Recreation
Ballroom

Lions Club

By Dianne Lovely
The On Top Of The World Lions Club
put up its annual Christmas tree with the
help of Lions Carol DeYoung, Ed Michelson, Jerry and Karen Schneider, Steve
Snowman, Estelle Clark, Dianne Lovely,
and in charge was Wendy Phillips.
Tags were taken off the tree by residents
and gifts then were purchased and placed
under the tree and then picked up by Fire
Chief Michael Connolly at Fire Station 21.
Then the gifts were delivered to underprivileged children and their families. The
tree is put up the day after Thanksgiving
and taken down the day after New Year’s
Day.
Once again, the Lions would like to
thank the residents for sponsoring the Lions Christmas tree.
The Lions Club is getting ready for
its second annual Trashy Fashion Show
on Friday, April 25. Tickets go on sale on
Monday, Feb. 3 in the Health & Recreation
Ballroom and will continue every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday from 8:30 to 10 a.m.
The cost is $15 per a person. They will go
fast; get them early.
We are still looking for models and
sponsors. If anyone is interested, please
contact Estelle Clark at 861-7358.

Paul DeRitter Quintet.

Social
Hour
The next Social Hour will take place on
Thursday, Feb. 20, from 4 to 6 p.m. in the
Health & Recreation Ballroom.
The Entertainment Group and Activities Director Theresa Fields are excited to
provide you with an evening of fine entertainment provided by the Paul DeRitter
Quintet.
This evening is a way of saying thank
you to all of the residents who have supported the Entertainment Group and the
Activities Office throughout the years.
Dust off your dancing shoes and dance
the night away!

CUSTOMER SERVICE

Friendship Commons - 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
otowservice@otowfl.com
236-OTOW (236-6869)
Office will be closed Wednesday,
Feb. 19 from noon to 1 p.m.

February 2014

The World News

Photo by ShutterBug Larry Goldberg

First place intermediate: Old Calvary
Man.

Concert
Chorus
By Patricia Woodbury
It is not too late to join the Concert
Chorus and prepare for the spring concert
scheduled for Sunday, April 6. Our director,
Christine Douglas, has a wonderful line up
of show songs and patriotic songs for us to
sing. So come and join us each Tuesday at
9:30 a.m. in the Arbor Club Ballroom.
February is the month of valentines,
romance and love songs. Love songs touch
people in a way that nothing else can. They
can sway the most prideful person to forgive. Love songs help you remember when
and why you fell in love. These songs generally consist of falling in love, meeting
someone for the first time, missing someone who is not there or heartbreak.
Some romantic songs defined a decade.
The 1970s were the years of love, long hair,
and totally open hearts that embraced the
intense emotion of love. Remember soulful
Al Green’s “Let’s Stay Together?”
The 1980s were more about big hair,
makeup, all night parties and hangovers,
but love made their way onto the airways
anyway with songs like Whitney Houston’s
“The Greatest Love of All.”
The 1990s came along with much darker
and heart wrenching romantic songs like
Celine Dion’s “My Heart Will Go On.” The
decade of 2000-2009 was a period with
songs with lots of passion, like Jennifer Lopez’s “You’re My Everything.”
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Photo by ShutterBug Delores Buchan

Second place intermediate: Villa for
Sale, No Yard Work.

Things change, people change and so
do generations; yet love songs are eternal.
They define us in ways nothing else can.
The chorus member featured this month
is Gerard Roesler. Gerard originated from
Burlington, Iowa. He received a degree
in education from the University of Minnesota; however he worked many years in
financial services. His musical experience
included church choir and high school
chorus. He also plays the piano, guitar and
coronet.
We are pleased that he moved to On Top
of the World in November 2011 and joined
the Concert Chorus. Gerard has a wonderful bass voice and is a real complement to
the chorus. Recently, he has volunteered to
be the chorus librarian and keep our music pieces in order. Gerard is also willing to
lend a hand whenever there is a job to be
done.

Photo by Bill Shampine

Gerard Roesler.

Photo by ShutterBug Carla Traudt

Third place intermediate: Crawfish
Creek.

ShutterBugs
Photography
By Marilynn Cronin
It is that time of year to renew our membership with the ShutterBugs, as well as
fulfilling our New Year’s resolution to improve our participation in our hobbies and
interests.
If you are new to photography, getting
back to it, or wondering why you’re not enjoying your photos, the following may help
you. “Four Questions to Help You Discover
Your Photographic Style” is taken from an
article by Stephanie Gagnon in “Picture
Correct Photography and Tips.”
You may hear photographers talk about
their photographic style. What does this
mean and how do you find your own style?
I’m sure you’ve heard of photojournalism
(shooting moments with no posing), traditional photography (completely posed),
and lifestyle photography (which is a blend
of the two). But a photographer’s true style
encompasses the photographer’s art. Below
are four questions you can ask yourself to
help pinpoint your style.
What do you like to shoot? This can
take awhile to discover. Photographers
discover that there is one subject that they
really enjoy shooting more than any other.
Sometimes that’s weddings or newborns, or
maybe it’s kids, families, or nature. Whatever you prefer to document directly affects
your style. The way you photograph kids is
different from how you would shoot a bride
and groom. Knowing this can prove to be a

huge indicator of your style.
Where do you like to shoot? I love shooting outdoors, preferably in a park, forest, or
reserve, somewhere beautiful and natural.
But one of my friends loves to shoot in
grungy, dirty, dilapidated areas. The location she likes to shoot sets her style apart
from my more natural style.
How do you like to shoot? This is a
two-fold question really. Natural light or
strobes? This plays into your style. Another
way to look at this question is to determine
if you prefer more traditional portraiture
with heavy posing or more candid moments. These are two very different shooting styles, and play a huge role in defining
your style.
What moves you? I’m sure you’ve
looked at other photographers’ work and
when you see an image that stirs your soul
and makes your heart flutter, what is it you
like about it? Are you drawn toward intimate moments? Maybe tight crops of eyes
or thoughtful looks from kids leave you in
awe. Maybe you love black and white imagery or maybe instead it’s richly colored
images that leave you inspired. Whatever it
is that moves you is the biggest part of your
style. Learn it. Embrace it. Harness it. And
then express it in your own work.
If you are interested in improving your
photography or need help with a new or
old camera, come join the ShutterBugs in
Suites B and C, in the Arbor Conference
Center at 3 p.m. on Tuesdays. For further
information visit our website at www.otowspc.com.

REMINDER

Please put trash in
compactor.
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The Ranch Fitness Schedule

By David Gibas

Function, Fartlek & TRX:
The New Face of Fitness
Functional fitness, Fartlek training and
TRX suspension training are all current fitness trends, but what are they and how will
they help you? These programs are all part
of the new “face of fitness” at The Ranch
Fitness Center once our expansion is complete. Over the next few successive months
this column will highlight these trends individually explaining the practice and outcome for each type of training. This month
we will focus on TRX suspension training.
Certainly one of the newest and hottest
fitness trends, TRX training, is based on a
method of suspended body weight exercises. A Navy SEAL in need of high performance and portability developed this training system. After experimenting with a few
sturdy straps thrown over a fence or tree
branch, he was onto something big.
Suspension training requires the use of
specialized straps and handles which are
suspended from an anchor point. Suspension training uses your own body weight
leveraged against gravity. You are in charge
of how much you want to challenge yourself because you can adjust your body position to add or decrease the resistance load.
There is a vast menu of suspended exercises
that enable you to train all the muscles in
the body. This efficient system is based on a
very simple concept, allowing a few straps
to replace big, bulky strength training machines.
One of the best benefits of suspension
training is the core conditioning that accompanies whatever exercise you are executing. Because the exercises are performed
in a suspended state, the core muscles are
activated to stabilize the body. The core

muscle group is firing much more than it
would if you were on a strength training
machine, lying on a bench, or standing
with a stable base of support.
The beauty of TRX training is that new
exercisers as well as seasoned athletes will
find challenge and success. We are extremely excited to bring you TRX suspension classes in our new functional studio
once our expansion is complete.

Photo by Cammy Dennis

An example of TRX suspension training.

Larry’s
Fit Tips
By Larry Robinson

Stay the Course
This is the time of year for new exercisers to “stay the course” with health and
wellness resolutions. This can be challenging for those who have made a new commitment. There are many reasons why people give up and I have heard a lot of excuses
as a trainer over the years: “I don’t have the
time,” “I’m not motivated,” or one of my
favorites … “I don’t want to sweat and get
my hair messy.” What is more important …
improving your health or maintaining your
hairstyle?
Change is a complex process and people have to be open-minded and ready to
change. Change is easier to achieve when
you can visualize the benefits. Often times
people give up too soon because they are
hoping for immediate results. Many people
buy into the weight loss hype by going on
a fad diet; unfortunately 96% of the time
weight is lost on a fad diet it is gained back.
Losing weight and keeping it off is about
making permanent changes in your lifestyle. Losing weight slowly usually translates into successful weight maintenance,
keeping it off! We need to adjust our “I
want it now!” mentality.
If you’ve tried to start an exercise program but have trouble staying the course
perhaps you have suffered from one of
these common roadblocks:
1. Doing too much too soon. Going
from no exercise to seven days a
week at the gym is bound to leave
you exhausted and burned out. Solution: Set a realistic workout goal,
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(30 to 60 minutes of moderate activity three to four days a week) and
increase your frequency, duration
and intensity slowly.
2. Confusion. Uncertainty on how to
get started or feeling dazed by all
the health and wellness information can leave you overwhelmed.
Solution: See any member of our
fitness staff including myself to help
you get started. A few simple tips
or advice on the right fitness class
might be all you need to get off to a
good start.
3. Boredom. The treadmill and other
machines offer great workouts, but
walking or pedaling to nowhere can
get old fast. Solution: Mix it up! Try
using the fitness center machines
in conjunction with classes, sports,
walking or dancing. Keeping your
workouts fun and engaging will
keep you coming back. Another option here is to find a workout buddy; fitness time can be fun when it
is mixed with socializing.
4. Muscle soreness. This is normal
when you challenge yourself with
new exercises. The good news is
that this soreness will subside as the
body adapts and you continue your
workout routine. Solution: Don’t
overdo it when you are just getting
started. A little soreness is okay but
if you are so sore that it is difficult
to do everyday things, you did too
much. Be sure to include stretching
at the end of your workouts; this
will help to alleviate delayed-onset
muscle soreness.
Fit Tip #1: Push your workouts to the top
of your priority list! Schedule time to exercise just as you would a doctor’s appointment.
Fit Tip #2: Keep a workout log to track
your progress and keep you focused and
motivated.
Fit Tip #3: Don’t give up too soon! Permanent change takes time and so do the
beneficial results that come from staying
the course.
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Fitness Schedules

By Cammy Dennis

Ocala Half Marathon
In the early, dark hours of Sunday
morning Jan. 19 the On Top of the World
team gathered in preparation to begin the
challenge of walking and running 13.2
miles. The team pinned on numbers and
stretched out muscles amid the excitement
at the starting line. This was the sixth year
that On Top of the World has had a team
compete in the half marathon.
The half marathon is a part of the Ocala
Marathon, held annually every January.
Participants have a choice of three options:
5K (3.1 miles), half marathon (13.2 miles)
or the full marathon (26.4 miles). The Ocala Marathon draws participants from all
over the country, as this event is one of the
qualifiers for the coveted Boston Marathon.
There is tremendous energy and excitement throughout the event, beginning
with the gun to signify the start of the race,
and then watching the dedicated athletes
cross the finish line. There are music, food,
awards and a continuous celebration of the
participant’s achievement. I was so proud
to be at the finish line cheering the On Top
of the World team to victory!
For those who are inspired to join us
next year, we always hold a team meeting
in September to provide you with all of the
training information you need to participate in a half marathon. Look for notice of
this in the July – December edition of the
Recreation & Wellness Connections catalog.
February brings our “Floor Freedom”
class back for the second year. This class addresses the fact that our ability to get down
and up from the floor can become increasingly difficult as we get older. For many residents, this diminished ability to get down
and up from the floor prohibits activities
such as gardening, cleaning out a cabinet,
playing with grandchildren or worse, the
ability to get up from a fall.
This class is designed for those who
struggle with getting up from the floor. The
“Floor Freedom” class will begin with a discussion, then incorporate chair exercises
and conclude with a demonstration and assisted practice of getting up from the floor
(participation in the exercises is optional).
The class will take place on Tuesday, Feb.
18, from 11:45 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. For more
information, call 854-8707 ext. 7532
As Larry noted in his column this
month, I encourage everyone to stay the
course with their commitments to personal
wellness. Whether you are just beginning
an exercise program or seeking a new challenge, the fitness department has many
options to support you. Stop by the fitness
office at Health & Recreation any time, we
would be happy to assist you.
Photo (right) by Cammy Dennis

Residents who participated
in the half marathon of the
Ocala Marathon on Sunday,
Jan. 19.

Singles Club
By Lorraine Serwan
Welcome to February. There are some
special days this month: Lincoln’s Birthday, Washington’s Birthday, and also Valentine’s Day.
At the meeting, we will be entertained
by Janet Rickert, who will put us in the
mood for hearts and flowers.
Our outing on Thursday, Feb. 20, will be
a tour and wine tasting at the Island Grove
Wine Company near Citra. As usual, we’ll
car pool. Meet at the Health & Recreation
parking lot at 10:15 a.m. Pre-order a boxed
lunch from Publix ($8) or bring your own.
Please join us in Suites B and C at the
Arbor Conference Center on Thursday,
Feb. 13, at 2 p.m. We always welcome new
members. Bring a friend and make some
new ones.

(352) 873-4817
DigitalCommunicationMedia.com
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Stamp
Club
By David Groves
The General Francis Marion Stamp
Club started the New Year by not holding
its scheduled meeting. Why not? Well, the
first Wednesday of the month was Jan. 1.
So, I will take this time to describe some
of our club’s activities. Here goes.
Our club’s first monthly meeting is on
the first Wednesday of each month. That’s
when club business, projects and other
plans are discussed, followed by a brief,
illustrated talk about some aspect of our
hobby by one of our members, or a guest.
We have another club meeting on the
third Wednesday of the month, and that’s
when we have a variety of membership activities, such as trading or auctioning our
stamps to fellow members – or simply discussing any unfinished business, or chatting with each other.
If you are interested in any aspect of
stamp collecting or postal history, our club
meets on the first Wednesday of the month

Bunco Babes
Social Group
By Michelle Malsch
The Bunco Babes Social Group plays
bunco on the third Tuesday of the month in
the Arbor Conference Center, Suites E and

at 1 p.m. and at noon the third Wednesday
in the second floor conference room of the
Bank of the Ozarks on SW State Road 200
and the SW 90th Street entrance to On Top
of the World.
Visitors are always welcome! Our annual membership dues are only $6.
For additional information about our
club, or if you discover a long-forgotten
family stamp collection, and are looking
for information on either updating or disposing of your collection, please contact
our club’s President Robert F. Schlegel, Jr. at
rfschlegel45@cox.net or our Vice President
Russell Rumney Jr. at russellerumneyjr@
gmail.com. Our club’s Secretary Dr. Jeffrey A. Howard at dochoward46@gmail.
com would be happy to help you as would
our Treasurer Elliot Natale.
And… as a last resort, you can always
send an e-mail to me at bigpooh@embarqmail.com.
All of us will do our best to help you.
For our stamp club brochure and/or
a free “Guide to Stamp Collecting” kit,
please contact Joe Rosinski at 237-7366 or
jrcr8850@embarqmail.com.
You are also invited to visit our website
at http://ocalagfmstampclub.com.
Once again, we wish all a happy and
healthy 2014!
F. Registration is at 6:45 p.m. and games begin at 7 p.m. The cost is $3 per person and
all monies collected are returned at the end
of the games to the category winners.
If you have never played before, come
and see what fun we have rolling the dice
in this game of luck (no skill required)! The
game is easy and only requires rolling three
dice and moving to the next table at the end
of game play.
Bring your own beverage and a small
snack for sharing.
Come join in the fun and make new
friends! For information, please call Micki
Malsch at 861-8790. See you there!
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Model
Railroaders
By Jim Lynam
The morning of Sunday, Dec. 29, 2013
arrived crisp, cool and clear. The passenger train that originated two hours earlier
on the East Coast was sitting at the station
waiting for the crew of the Pacific K4 number 3875, the work-horse of the Pennsylvania Railroad’s passenger service, to couple
for the remaining journey. The consist was
heading for Pittsburgh and Chicago as
the final destination as fast as the fireman
could shovel the coal. The pre-dawn darkness was punctuated with the lights from
the town’s houses, businesses, streetlights,
and passenger terminal.
And the residents were there.
Engineer Lynam waited at the block
signal as an east-bound freight headed up
by engine 5986 rolled on by with Engineer
Loux giving the customary “high-ball”
coupled with two blasts of the air horn. The
passengers were in awe as the train crossed
the Juniata River and continued the steady,
steep and significant climb leading to
Pennsylvania’s famous Horseshoe Curve.
And the residents were there.
A Pennsylvania mixed freight waited
on a siding and Engineer Lewandowski
waved to the passengers and spectators as
the train sped through. Meanwhile, a local
freight train led by another Pennsy 4-6-2
with Engineer Wilkes made its way out of
the yard with the bell ringing and the whis-

Genealogical
Society
By Peter Parisi

GOING OUT OF TOWN?

Download a PDF of the World News at
www.ontopoftheworld.com/newspaper.
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As we enter 2014, we would like to
welcome our new officers: Jean Monroe,
president; Guy White, vice president; Donnamarie Castellano, secretary; and Jane
Duckworth, treasurer.
We want to remind all members and
non-members of the Genealogical Society
that Sharon Tate Moody will be presenting two one-hour genealogy workshops on
Tuesday, March 18, from 10 a.m. to noon at
Master the Possibilities. The topics for the
workshops will be:
1. What Happened to Grandma at the
Altar?
2. A Strategy for Research Success:
How to Analyze your Evidence and
Know your Next Step.
The cost is $15 per person for the twohour presentation. Sign up for this work-

tle blowing.
And the residents were there.
At the yard in Enola, a crew change was
scheduled by Dispatcher Devine with Engineer Lohr replacing Lewandowski’s tired
crew. Then the spectators heard the bonechilling throaty whistle as Engineer Loux
fired up the huge Norfolk and Western 4-88-4 stopping at the coaling station and water tower in the yard. His next stop was the
engine house for lubrication.
And the residents were there.
Later in the day, Construction Foreman Vartanian had his crews continue the
painting of the passenger terminal, called
in a road crew to work on the number eight
turnout, and scheduled right-of-way maintenance for the next day. By 2:30 p.m. all
the trains had arrived at their destinations
and once again the Pennsylvania Railroad
delivered all their passengers and freight
safely and on time!
And the residents were there.
The members of the Model Railroad
Club would like to thank all of the visitors
who attended the open house and hope
that everyone had an enjoyable day witnessing our railroad.
As a result of the overwhelming interest
from the open house and the Club Fair, the
Model Railroaders will waive the initiation
fee for anyone who joins the club before
June 30, 2014. This is a great incentive for
anyone with an interest in model railroading to join the club. The layout is located in
a room with entry from the Health & Recreation fitness center.
The club members work in the layout
room on Tuesdays from 1 to 4 p.m. Our
monthly meetings are held at 9 a.m. on the
first Wednesday of every month in Meeting
Room #3 of the Craft Building.
shop either online or in person at Master
the Possibilities. Remember to pay for the
class within 10 days after you sign up for
the class.
The Genealogical Society holds a business meeting at 10 a.m. the second Monday of every month in Meeting Room #3
of the Craft Building next to the Health &
Recreation Building. This meeting is for all
members and people who may be interested in joining our society. At the business
meeting, we discuss upcoming genealogy
programs, new books added to the society’s
extensive genealogical library and methods of researching your family’s roots and
more. All of the books and CDs in our extensive collection are available to members
to be signed out and used at home for their
research.
We also have an educational presentation at 10 a.m. on the third Monday of the
month in Suites B and C in the Arbor Conference Center.
We hope to see you at one of our meetings. Remember, our annual dues are only
$10 per person or $15 per couple, so come
to one of our meetings and see what we are
all about.
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Ballroom
Dance Club

Ballet
Club

Square
Dancing

By Richard P. Vullo

By Eugenie Martin

By Walter Lamp

On Saturday, Feb. 15, the “Dancin’ On
the Top” committee will hold its traditional
Valentine’s Day dance with our spectacular
sweets tables and music by Karen Hall. Our
next dance of the season will be our Spring
Fling dance on Saturday, April 19 with music by Automatic.
For more information about becoming
a member of the Ballroom Dance Club or
attending our dances, please call Gene Melnick at 304-8293.
We’re going into our sixth month of
ballroom dance lessons with Trish Sands at
the Ocala Health Senior Health & Wellness
Center, next to the Customer Service. For
more information, please call Dick Vullo at
854-6772 or Trish Sands at 216-1657.
There are many local venues that provide dancing opportunities throughout the
year. For more information about dance
lessons and dance venues, please check the
website for USA Dance at www.usadanceocala.com.
If you’re interested in committing to a
monthly ballroom dance event, consider
the Ocala Dance Club. It is a not-for-profit
social ballroom dance club for couples who
enjoy a classy atmosphere in a private club
setting. For more information visit www.
ocaladanceclub.com or e-mail ocaladanceclub@gmail.com.
On Friday, Feb. 21, Happy Hour will be
held at the Health & Recreation Ballroom
instead of the Arbor Club Ballroom. This
will give everyone the opportunity to dance
and socialize with their friends in a much
larger facility, with a better sound system
for listening and dancing. Let’s continue
supporting these dances.

Line
Dancing
By George Conklin
The party continues! We still have Valentine’s Day to celebrate. One more chance
to eat too many cookies and sweets.
All of our dance classes are back in full
swing after the holidays. We need to keep
dancing to work off those extra calories.
We ended 2013 with a very successful
Wednesday night line dance party at the
Arbor Club Ballroom. We had another
great turn out for our January dance. We
also participated in the annual Health &
Wellness Expo. We had an on stage line

It seems that we just finished the holidays and, suddenly, Valentine’s Day is coming towards us. I was “over-chocolated”
through New Year’s, and now the stores are
showing more chocolate, in heart-shaped
boxes instead of holiday wrap.
There is always some temptation nearby,
potentially interfering with our best intentions and our fitness. Thank heaven for exercise to keep us on a better path. For some
of us, dance is the best exercise, and ballet
is the best dance.
This year, the Ballet Club was not able
to participate in the On Top of the World
Health & Wellness Expo. However, we
are hoping to participate next year. In the
meantime, our four weekly classes go forward in the Arbor Club Exercise Studio adjacent to the indoor swimming pool. The
classes are held on Mondays from 6:45 to
7:45 p.m., Tuesdays and Thursdays from 1
to 2:15 p.m., and Saturdays from 9 to 10:15
a.m.
While all our members follow the class
as guided by Julie or myself, we are all
working at different levels. Some of us are
more experienced than others, and some
have minor physical problems, which impact our dancing.
Newcomers are always welcome to join
our classes. To start, all you need is exercise clothes, socks, and a bottle of water. If
you decide that ballet is the dance form for
you, leotards, tights, and ballet shoes can be
purchased later. We do suggest, however,
that you call before you come to class, so
that we will be expecting you. For more information on our classes, please call me at
854-8589. Happy dancing!
dance demonstration and an hour of dancing on The Town Square. Thank you to
Nancy Carmack’s intermediate dance class
and all who danced with us. This event was
such a success.
The weather has not slowed us down! A
hardy band of dancers do show up at The
Town Square every Friday and Saturday
night. They keep warm by dancing! We
also dance at Happy Hour every Friday
night and line dance the second Wednesday of the month, both at the Arbor Club
Ballroom. Stepping in a set pattern to the
beat of the music in a line with your friends
is fun. Come dance with us.
For detailed information, please contact
Marilyn McNeal (newcomer, beginner and
improver plus) at 804-1546; Nancy Carmack (intermediate) at 533-8870; Janice
Meade (level two) at 861-9345; or Bob Ferguson (level two) at 873-4478.

On Tuesday, Jan. 7, we had a disco theme
dance night. Don Hanhurst, our caller, led
us on the dance floor with some disco music. There weren’t any special costumes, but
the fun was still there.
It is so great to square dance to all different kinds of music including different
eras and holidays. You should try it! Even if
you don’t partake in the actual dancing, the
music and songs will bring back some nice
memories that we all have lived through.
We had two banner visits this month.
On Tuesday, Jan. 21, the dancers from Orange Blossom Squares, from The Villages,
Fla., came and retrieved their banner in the
Arbor Club Ballroom. On Monday, Jan. 27,
we travelled to the Royal Squares in Leesburg, Fla. to retrieve our banner. They are a
somewhat smaller club than Orange Blossom Squares, but the friendships and good

Sidekicks
Western
Dance Club
By Tony & Carla Magri
The Sidekicks started off 2014 with our
annual New Year’s Eve party. Great dancing and delicious food contributed by our
members helped make the party a resounding success. In addition, there were the outstanding decorations provided by our entertainment guru Jean Hester with an assist

times were just as much.
The annual Winterfest Dance will be
held again this year, in Lakeland, Fla. From
Thursday, Jan. 30 to Saturday, Feb. 1, there
will be five out-of-state callers and two outof-state cuers. Dancers from all over the
state, the country and yes, even from other
countries will be there. It’s a great way to
meet, dance and enjoy other folks from all
over.
The pace will be somewhat faster, than
what most of us are used to. But, that’s what
makes it fun. And dancing to five other
callers and five other cuers who have their
own style, will make it more interesting and
challenging. I’ll tell you more about it next
month.
On Tuesday, Feb. 11, we will be having
our Sadie Hawkins Dance, in honor of Valentine’s Day. But the twist being the gals
can ask the guys to dance. Most of the gals
seem happy with their current guy, so not
much changing should go on. This is our
monthly dance for February.
A planned banner visit is scheduled for
Friday, Feb. 21. We will be driving down
to Fruitland Park, Fla., to visit the Recreational Planation Club and take their banner, which will be retrieved at a later date.

from her husband, Jack and the members
of her committee. A wonderful job as usual.
We now turn our attention to the coming year, where we’ll be learning some new
dances and revisiting some old ones. Our
newcomers have progressed beautifully
and we look forward to their continued
growth in dancing. Our veteran dancers
continue to get better and better. Best of
all, each of our members enjoys the good
company and camaraderie we all share. We
intend to continue this way in 2014 and for
many years to come.
Here’s hoping for good health and good
times for us all in the New Year. Happy
trails …

Free Tax Assistance
Through Tuesday, April 15, the AARP
Tax-Aide program offers free one-on-one
counseling, as well as assistance on the
telephone and internet to help individuals prepare basic tax forms, including the
1040, 1040A, 1040EZ, and other standard
schedules.
Please visit one of the following local
facilities or visit www.aarp.org for a list of
more locations:
Ocala West Methodist Church
9330 SW 105th Street
Ocala, FL 34481-7614
Tuesday & Friday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Appointments preferred; stop by church office.
Walk-ins welcome if scheduling permits.

Freedom Library
5870 SW 95th Street
Ocala, FL 34476-4027
Monday & Wednesday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Appointment required; stop by the library.
Wednesday, April 10 is the last day for tax assistance.
Queen of Peace Church
6455 SW SR 200
Ocala, FL 34476-5553
Tuesday & Thursday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Wednesday, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Appointment required; stop by church office.
Closed the first Tuesday of each month.

www. OnTopoftheWorldInfo.com
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Caribbean Forts
By Bob Woods
World News Writer

Just about every island in the Caribbean,
especially the islands of the Eastern Caribbean and the Lesser Antilles, were home
for many military forts that dotted the islands protecting them from rival imperialist nations, pirate raids, buccaneers, and
slave uprisings.
Fort Christian on St. Thomas is located
in Charlotte Amalie, the island’s principle
city and the capital of the United States
Virgin Islands, which encompasses St.
Thomas, St. Croix, and St. Johns. All three
islands were settled by the Danish but purchased for $40 million by the United States
in 1917.
Fort Christian dates back to 1672 and
stands as a symbol of the Virgin Islands’
rich history. The fort’s three- to six-foot
thick walls were constructed to defend the
Danish settlement.
Fort Christian was not only protecting
St. Thomas’ harbor from potential enemies
and marauders but served as the administration center of the island. The fort is the
oldest standing structure in the Virgin Islands.
The fort served many purposes after it
became obsolete from a police station and
prison to a museum. The fort was closed
for renovations in 2005 and remains closed
today, but the island’s government has obtained funding to complete the stalled renovations and should be open to tourists in
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Fort Frederik on St. Croix.

Photo by Bob Woods

View of Jewel of the Seas
from Fort Frederik on St.
Croix.

the near future.
The largest of the U.S. Virgin Islands
is St. Croix, which has two forts open for
visitations. One of the forts protecting
one of the two communities is Fort Christiansvaern, located in the community of
Christainsted. This fort is maintained by
the U.S. Park National Service.
Fort Frederik was completed 1760 in the
Danish settlement of Frederiksted to serve
as a refuge in the event of an invasion or
slave insurrection as well as commercial
shipping.
The third island in the group is St. John.
This island had many military forts, as well
as many on the other two islands, but they
have either been destroyed by modularization or just left to crumble under Mother
Nature’s fury.
All the islands in the U.S. Virgin Islands’
group have withstood many attacks by other nations and pirates. Columbus claimed
many of the islands for Spain during his
many voyages to the west giving Spain a
monopoly in the region. It wasn’t long before the French, Dutch and eventually the
Danes claimed islands for their empires.
Christiansted was the capital of the
Danish West Indies when sugar was king.
Possession of the islands went back and
forth between nations but the main reason
the Danes purchased St. Croix is that the
island is not only the largest of the islands,
but the flattest and the most fertile.
Empires sought islands to cultivate sugar but after the Dutch West India & Guinea
Company purchased St. Croix. It didn’t
take long before St. Croix was under cultivation and dozen of sugar factories began
operating.
It wasn’t long before St. Croix’s population grew to 10,000 with nearly 9,000 being
slaves imported from West Africa to work
the sugar fields. At one point in the island’s
history, it was one of the wealthiest islands
in the West Indies. In 1803, the island’s
population was 30,000 with 26,500 being
slaves working on over 218 plantations. The
island had over 100 windmills and about
the same number of animal mills providing power day and night converting sugar
into wealth.
The windmills squeezed the sweet juices
from the cane then reducing the juice into
crystals by boiling and then draining off
molasses and then turning the molasses
into rum. During 1820, the sugar plantations were on the decline. The last sugar
plantation on the island of St. Croix ceased
operations in the late 1920s.
Both forts on St. Croix are open to the
public and Fort Christian on St. Thomas is
scheduled to reopen soon. These forts are
worthwhile tourist destinations while visiting either island. The forts are not only historical but very educational.
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Recreation
News
By Theresa Fields
The unpredictable weather has not
stopped the Health & Recreation department from planning fun and exciting activities for all of our residents. Just take a
look below …

“Not Now Darling”

Join us at the Playhouse Theatre in Daytona Beach, Fla. on Sunday, Feb. 2, at 2 p.m.
for “Not Now Darling.” This is a madcap
British farce about mistresses and minks
in the London fur salon of Bodley, Bodley,
and Crouch. You won’t stop laughing!
Tickets are $39 per person and include
transportation and the show. We will dine
at Caribbean Jacks after the show. Dinner
will be on your own. Register at the Health
& Recreation office.

Dinner Theatre

Join us for a dinner theatre at the Arbor Club on Thursday, Feb. 6. “Murder on
a Budget Cruise” is a fun and affordable
night of great entertainment, laughs and
good food. Lots of audience participation while trying to solve the mystery of
who killed who on the cruise. Murder She
Wrote is a professional theater group playing throughout Florida.
Social hour with a cash bar will take
place from 4 to 5 p.m. The first act will start
promptly at 5 p.m. Dinner and salad will
follow. The menu consists of mixed greens
salad, grilled chicken breast topped with

The World News
grilled shrimp and red pepper cream sauce,
roasted red potatoes and vegetable medley. Dessert will follow. The cost is $48 per
person and includes dinner and show. To
register, contact the Health & Recreation
office.

Horse Farm Tour (HITS)

Join us for a private guided tour through
horse country with Karen Grimes, seasoned horsewoman, on Friday, Feb. 7. The
tour will meet at the Health & Recreation
parking lot at 8:30 a.m.
The tour will begin at the Florida Thoroughbred Owners’ and Breeders’ Association where you will learn how Ocala became the “Horse Capitol of the World” and
watch thoroughbreds in training. Then the
tour will move on to a horse farm to see the
babies (it’s foaling season)!
Have you ever heard of HITS (Horse
Shows in the Sun)? Karen will take you onto
the show grounds and explain the hunter/
jumper scene. Buffet lunch will be served in
the VIP tent at HITS. The cost of the trip is
$40 per person, which includes transportation, tours and lunch. Please note this trip
does require a lot of walking.

Florida State Fair

Come join us Wednesday, Feb. 12, for
a day at the Florida State Fair in Tampa,
Fla.! You’ll enjoy rides, games, crafts, food
and live entertainment. Tickets are $30 per
person and include entry into the fair and
transportation.
For an additional cost, you will also
have the opportunity to attend the Country Gold Tour. Tickets may be purchased at
the gates. To register, contact the Health &
Recreation office.

Winefest XXIV

Join us for an afternoon out at the Lak-

Events/
Activities*
* Schedule and performers subject to change. For the latest information, please visit www.ontopoftheworldinfo.com or see channels 22, 98 or 732.

Saturday, Feb. 1
Recorded Favorites
The Town Square
3 to 7 p.m.

Sunday, Feb. 2
“Not Now Darling”
Playhouse Theatre
Daytona Beach, Fla.
$39 per person
To register, call 854-8707 x7533 or 7530.

Thursday, Feb. 6
Farmer’s Market
The Town Square
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Cooking demonstration at 10 a.m.
“Murder on a Budget Cruise Line”
Dinner Theatre
Arbor Club
4 p.m.
$48 per person
To register, call 854-8707 x7533 or 7530.

Friday, Feb. 7

Recorded Favorites
The Town Square
3 to 7 p.m.
Surf City Allstars: Featuring Dean
Torrence of Jan & Dean
Circle Square Cultural Center
7 p.m.
$22-26 per resident
$23-27 per non-resident
For tickets, call 854-3670.

Thursday, Feb. 20
Farmer’s Market
The Town Square
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Vendor demonstration at 10 a.m.
Seminole Hard Rock Casino
Tampa, Fla.
$20 per person
To register, call 854-8707 x7533 or 7530.
Social Hour with Paul De Ritter Quintet
Health & Recreation Ballroom
4 to 6 p.m.

Friday, Feb. 21

HITS Horse Farm Tour
Ocala, Fla.
$40 per person
To register, call 854-8707 x7533 or 7530.

Lazy River Cruise
Withlacoochee River
$27 per person
To register, call 854-8707 x7533 or 7530.

Happy Hour with Solid Gold
Arbor Club
4 to 8 p.m.

Happy Hour with Dino
Health & Recreation Ballroom
4 to 8 p.m.

Recorded Favorites
The Town Square
3 to 7 p.m.

Recorded Favorites
The Town Square
3 to 7 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 8
Fred Campbell
The Town Square
3 to 7 p.m.

Wednesday, Feb. 12
Auditions for the 5th Annual “The World
Has Talent” Show
Circle Square Cultural Center
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Florida State Fair
Tampa, Fla.
$30 per person
To register, call 854-8707 x7533 or 7530.

Thursday, Feb. 13
Farmer’s Market
The Town Square
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Friday, Feb. 14
“Prom” Happy Hour with Bontempos
Arbor Club
4 to 8 p.m.
Recorded Favorites
The Town Square
3 to 7 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 15
Winefest XXIV
Lakeridge Winery
Clermont, Fla.
$27 per person
To register, call 854-8707 x7533 or 7530.
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eridge Winery on Saturday, Feb. 15. The
Winefest is an opportunity to enjoy all the
fruits of their bountiful previous year’s harvest. Their full range of award-winning table wines, from dry to sweet, is sure to entice you. There will be over 80 local artists
and crafters along with live music starting
at 11 a.m. on the outdoor stage.
A variety of food and beverages will be
available to purchase, along with complimentary tours and tastings at the winery.
Tickets are $27 per person and include
transportation, Winefest, tours and tastings. Register at the Health & Recreation
office.

Casino Trip

Our next casino trip is scheduled for
Thursday, Feb. 20. Once you arrive at the
casino, you will receive a play pass booklet
that includes an entry ticket for the $1,000
free play drawing, per day (for bus guests
only). You need not be present to win (free
play will be put on the guest’s Player’s Club
card and is good for the month). You will
find coupons for $5 off a meal of $20-plus
at the Rise Kitchen & Bakery or The Green
Room, 15% off any regular priced Hard
Rock logo merchandise at the gift shops
and more. The cost of the trip is $20 per
person and covers transportation. Register
at the Health & Recreation office.

Social Hour

Health & Recreation has teamed up with
The Entertainment Group to offer residents
a free Social Hour! This is to thank residents for the continued support they have
shown in the past years for our events. The
Paul De Ritter Quintet consisting of five
talented musicians who play saxophone,
keyboard, bass, drums and trumpets will
entertain you. This event will be held in the
Health & Recreation Ballroom on Thursday, Feb. 20, from 4 to 6 p.m. A cash bar
will be available and The Pub will be offering a special menu.

Lazy River Cruise

Join us on a relaxing riverboat cruise
down the Withlacoochee River with a
guided and narrated two-hour tour on Friday, Feb. 21. Captain Mike will give you information on the history, flora, fauna and
points of interest while trying to find as
much wildlife as possible during the tour.
Once the tour is completed, the captain
will dock at Stumpknockers where everyone will have the opportunity to enjoy dinner inside or on the deck overlooking the
Withlacoochee River. The cost of the trip is
$27 per person and includes transportation
and the river cruise. Dinner will be on your
own. To register, contact the Health & Recreation office.

Strawberry Festival

Join us for a day at the Florida Strawberry Festival in Plant City, Fla., on Thursday, Feb. 27. You’ll find agricultural shows,
contests, rides, parades and country music. You won’t be able to resist all the tasty
treats and delicious delights prepared with
mouthwatering fresh strawberries. You
can even test your limit in the strawberry
shortcake-eating contest! Free entertainment on the Wish Farms Soundstage will
take place from 10:30 to 11:45 a.m., featuring Jimmy Sturr. The cost of the trip is $31
per person and includes transportation and
entry into the fair. Register at the Health &
Recreation office.

Ocala’s Stud Farms

Romance is in the air for horses in Marion County. On this tour, you will observe
what really goes on in the breeding shed!
The tour will start at the Florida Thoroughbred Breeders’ and Owners’ Association.
We will watch thoroughbreds in training
and stop at one of the stud farms to observe
live breeding.
Have you ever heard of HITS (Horse
Shows in the Sun)? We will be taken to the

Health & Recreation Office
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
854-8707 x7530 or x7533
show grounds where they will explain the
hunter/jumper event. Buffet lunch will be
served in the VIP tent at HITS.
The cost of the trip is $40 per person and
includes transportation, tour and lunch.
Register at the Health & Recreation office.

Happy Hour

Come out for a fun-filled evening of
live entertainment during Happy Hour.
Visit with neighbors and friends to dance
the night away. Join us this month for our
prom night-themed Happy Hour on Friday, Feb. 14. Come help us crown the next
prom king and queen.
Our entertainment line-up for the upcoming month is as follows:
• Feb. 7: Solid Gold
• Feb. 14: Bontempos (Prom theme)
• Feb. 21: Dino
• Feb. 28: Fred Campbell
Don’t forget that Happy Hour will be
held at the Health & Recreation Ballroom
on the third Friday of each month, with
The Pub being open as well. Snacks will
not be permitted during this Happy Hour.
If you have a birthday celebration, please
contact the Health & Recreation office to
make arrangements to bring a cake. Remember, resident I.D. is required for entry
into Happy Hour and guest fees apply. A
cash bar and a complimentary self-serve
water station are available to all residents
and their guests during Happy Hour. A
cocktail waiter/waitress will be available for
all drinks purchased from the cash bar.

Telephone Directories

The new 2014 On Top of the World
telephone directory will be available in late
March. When picking up your directory,
you will need to verify that your information is correct. If there are any changes or
corrections, please make them at this time.
These changes will be made in the 2015 directory.
The directories will now be distributed
at the Arbor Club seven days a week during
open hours.

Community Bus

The community bus schedule has an updated time slot for the afternoon run effective Monday, Feb. 3. Please see the updated
schedule below.

Upcoming March Events

Contact the Health & Recreation office
for information on these upcoming events:
• Saturday, March 1: Home Improvement Expo
• Thursday, March 6: Florida Strawberry Festival
• Thursday, March 6: Relectrocycle
(recycle electronics)
• Friday, March 7: Horse Farm Tour
(HITS)
• Tuesday, March 11: Seminole Hard
Rock Casino
• Friday, March 14: “Bike Night”
Happy Hour
• Thursday, March 20: Get Acquainted Coffee
• Friday, March 21: Seafood Festival
• Monday, March 24: Sign up for
Rags to Riches
• Tuesday, March 25: John and
Mable Ringling Museum of Art
• Thursday, March 27: Girls Just
Wanna Have Fun luncheon with
line dancing
• Friday, March 28: Singing River
Cruise
• Sunday, March 30: “Over the River
& Through the Woods,” Mount
Dora Theatre
Have a safe month and don’t forget your
sweetheart on Valentine’s Day!

BUS SCHEDULE
Monday - Thursday

MORNING ROUTE

Saturday, Feb. 22
Ray & Kay
The Town Square
3 to 7 p.m.

Thursday, Feb. 27
Home Delivery of the World News /
March Issue
Farmer’s Market
The Town Square
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

.Indigo East Community Center

Florida Strawberry Festival
Plant City, Fla.
$31 per person
To register, call 854-8707 x7533 or 7530.

Friday, Feb. 28
Live Breeding Horse Farm Tour
Ocala, Fla.
$40 per person
To register, call 854-8707 x7533 or 7530.
Happy Hour with Fred Campbell
Arbor Club
4 to 8 p.m.
Retro Express
The Town Square
3 to 7 p.m.

PICK-UP LOCATIONS

Parking Lot

MORNING DESTINATION S

Please put trash in
compactor.

Call one day in advance for pick-up

ARRIVE

PICK-UP

Jasmine Square.............................................................. 9:45 a.m. ............... ...............12:35 p.m.
Dillard’s/Tallulah’s/Kohls ................................................. 9:55 a.m. ............... ...............12:25 p.m.
Sam’s............................................................................ 10:05 a.m. ............... ...............11:30 a.m.
Lowe’s .......................................................................... 10:10 a.m. ............... ...............11:40 a.m.
Paddock Mall ................................................................ 10:15 a.m. ............... ...............12:15 p.m.
Wal-Mart/Stein Mart ...................................................... 10:20 a.m. ............... ...............11:50 a.m.
Target............................................................................ 10:30 a.m. ............... ...............12:00 p.m.
Hobby Lobby/Shady Oaks ............................................ 10:40 a.m. ............... ...............12:05 p.m.
Gaitway Plaza............................................................... .........10:45 a.m. ...... .............................12:10 p.m.

Return to On Top of the World to begin drop-off/pick-up for the afternoon run.

AFTERNOON ROUTE

PICK-UP LOCATIONS AND TIMES

Candler Hills Community Center ....1:00 p.m. ................ Crescent Ridge Post Office.......1:17 p.m.
Friendship Colony Post Office ........1:05 p.m. ................ Health & Rec Building................1:21 p.m.
Williamsburg Post Office ................1:08 p.m. ................ Americana Post Office...............1:23 p.m.
Avalon Post Office ..........................1:13 p.m. ................ Friendship Post Office................1:27 p.m.

AFTERNOON DESTINATIONS

REMINDER

TIME

Williamsburg
91st Cir.E. – 91st Cir.W – Post Office
8:42 a.m.
Providence
90th St. – 96th Ter. – 92nd Pl. Rd. – 96th Ct. Rd.
8:45 a.m.
Avalon Post Office
Parking Lot
8:49 a.m.
Crescent Ridge 1 & 2
97th Lane – Post Office – 99th Ave. – 96th St.
8:53 a.m.
Health & Rec Center
At Bus Stop Sign
8:58 a.m.
Americana Village
89th Ct. Rd. – Post Office – 85th Ter. Rd.
9:02 a.m.
Friendship Village
Post Office – 84th Ter. – 93rd St.
9:06 a.m.
Friendship Colony
83rd Ter. – 90th Pl. – 87th Ave. – 97th St.
9:10 a.m.
Friendship Park
97th St. – 94th Lane
9:14 a.m.
Friendship Village
89th Ct. Rd. – 92nd St.
9:16 a.m.
Friendship Colony
90th St. - Post Office
9:20 a.m.
Candler Hills Community Center At Bus Stop Sign
9:25 a.m.
Exit Community.................................................................................................................9:30 a.m.

ARRIVE

PICK-UP

Beall’s & Dollar Tree ....................................................... 1:32 p.m. ............... .....................3:05 p.m.
Wal-mart ......................................................................... 1:37 p.m. ............... .....................2:57 p.m.
Big Lots........................................................................... 1:47 p.m. ............... .....................2:47 p.m.
Publix Grocery ................................................................ 1:49 p.m. ............... .....................2:42 p.m.
* All times are approximate

For information call Health & Rec. @ 352-854-8707 ext. 7530 or 7533
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Scootin’
Around
By Ray Cech
World News Writer

It all started for these “biker” dudes
when they were on their way back from
vacation last July. Kelli and Paul Brunner
were heading home to Candler Hills, when
they decided to stop off and spend a couple
of days on Amelia Island, Fla. Never having been on the island before, they asked
the hotel manager what was the best way
to see the island; he answered in no uncertain terms, “by scooter.” (They suspected he
owned the rental business.)
Since all the scooters were the same,
Kelli picked out a bright red one, and Paul
jumped on the only black one left. Off they
went. They spent the whole day enjoying
the dramatic beauty of the island, stopping
only for lunch at a water-view café. And as
they tell it now, they recall spending a lot
of time talking about how much fun they
were having on their scooters, particularly
since neither of them had yet fallen off.
Fast-forward to their home in Candler
Hills, where the discussion continued over
some pinot noir, on just how much fun
those scooters were. By now, you’ve guessed
the rest of the story. After a bit of online
research, Paul and Kelli found themselves
driving out of a local dealership with one
red (Kelli’s) and one black (Paul’s) 50cc Yamaha scooters.
As their top speed is 40 miles per hour,
the scooters will take them everywhere except on major highways, and so far they’ve
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Kelli and Paul Brunner scootin’ around town.
logged over 300 miles, costing them just
three gallons of gas each. They ride around
our community, to play golf, pickleball,

and to shop at local stores. Asking Kelli and
Paul, if they are ready for some “biker” tattoos, Kelly demurs and says, “Well maybe

we’ll consider a couple of those erasable
ones for Daytona Bike Week this year.”

Model Railroaders
Open House
By Bob Woods
World News Writer

Children of all ages, model railroad
enthusiasts, and everyday folks flocked to
the Model Railroad Club room located on
the first floor of the Health & Recreation
Building shortly after Christmas to view
the club’s model railroad layout.
The club’s annual open house brought
many youngsters of all ages to view their
working layout with many trains running
at the same time along with all the sound
effects and blowing whistles of an actual
working railroad. The open house was a
two-day event.
The club’s layout room was crowded
with many residents viewing the working
layout, some taking pictures while others
kept club members busy with questions.
There was a steady stream of interested
residents flowing through the room.
Grandchildren accompanied some

residents who were amazed at the layout
and were given the opportunity to work
the train’s remote controls. Club members
showed the children and adults as what
buttons to push and what levers to pull
on the remote control to make the various
sounds.
It was obvious that all who attended the
club’s open house were completely entertained by club members and the working
model trains. Candy canes were handed
out to those who wished them.
The complete layout with its hundreds
of feet of track along with many trains running at the same time was a huge success.
Members of the club are at their layout generally on Tuesday and Friday afternoons. Stop by and take a look at their
layout and run some of the trains yourself.
Their layout room is off the Health & Recreation fitness center.
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Visiting artist and author Karlyn Holman at Master the
Possibilities.

Visiting Artist and
Author
By Ray Cech
World News Writer

Photo by Bob Woods

Grandchildren accompanied residents to the annual Model
Railroaders open house in December 2013.

On occasion, Master the Possibilities is
able to capture the attention of world-renowned artists and have them teach a class
or two. Marlene Berrio, who coordinates all
art activity at Master the Possibilities, has
sought out just such a person – watercolor
artist/instructor Karlyn Holman.
Ms. Holman was the visiting artist/instructor on Jan. 8, 9 and 10, and her class
was sold out. Teaching watercolor painting,
Karlyn says she believes that her job as an
instructor is to “loosen up” her students
and get them to feel the art. Her sense of
humor goes a long way toward getting that
accomplished.
The class was a three-day, 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. workshop that focused on technique,
color and composition. A visitor to the
class would have witnessed some pretty
amazing work, particularly since the stu-

dents ranged from the very novice to the
somewhat professional, and most of the
finished artwork was “collectable.”
Karlyn Holman, hailing from Washburn, Wisc., is the author of several books
on painting in watercolor, and she literally
travels the world as an “artist-in-residence.”
Her two-week class aboard Cunard Line’s
“Queen Elizabeth” was just one of her exciting assignments last year.
Ms. Holman is already booked for a
repeat performance in January 2015, and
since her classes sell out early, be sure to
check the catalog for dates and times. Also,
remember that all of this month (February) will be artist exhibit month at Master
the Possibilities; be sure to stop by and see
some of the best works exhibited by On
Top of the World artists.
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Golf

Upcoming Events
•
•

By Matt Hibbs
Now that the stress of the holiday season
is behind us we can move forward and get
back to some normalcy. The start of 2014
should be an exciting and eventful time.
We start off Saturday, Feb. 8 with our
eighth annual Extreme Demo Day at Candler Hills Golf Club. Please stop by and
demo all the latest and greatest technology from vendors like TaylorMade, Adams,
Ping, Cleveland, Callaway, Cobra, Nike and
many more. Hours of operation are from
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Please call the Candler
Hills Golf Shop at 861-9712 for more information.
We will also be hosting our annual
World Golf Championship. This event is
only open to either Candler Hills or On
Top of the World golf members. There will
be both men’s and women’s divisions. The
event will be played on all three community courses Feb. 24, 28 and March 1. The
awards dinner will be held Saturday evening following the final round. Please call
either Golf Shop for details.
With March right around the corner,
we are proud to announce the return of the
Ocala Open. The 2014 Ocala Open will be
held Wednesday, March 12 through Friday,
March 14 at Candler Hills Golf Club with
a Pro-Am scheduled for Tuesday, March
11. The benefitting charities will again be
Hospice of Marion County and Interfaith
Emergency Services. For more information
on the 2014 Ocala Open visit www.ocalaopen.com.
Last reminder … all shop credit expires
Friday, Feb. 28. Any credit won in February will not be posted to your account until
Saturday, March 1. It’s time to shop!
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•

•
•

Extreme Demo Day: Saturday, Feb.
8 at Candler Hills Golf Club from
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
World Sadie Hawkins: Friday, Feb.
14 at Candler Hills Golf Club with 9
a.m. shotgun. Check Golf Shop for
details.
World Golf Championship (golf
members only): Feb. 24, 28 and
March 1. Check Golf Shops for details.
Pro-Am: Tuesday, March 11 at
Candler Hills Golf Club.
Ocala Open: Wednesday, March 12
through Friday, March 14 at Candler Hills Golf Club.

World Accolades

Candler Hills: Nick Nimerala, lowest

round ever 76. Chris Piotrowski, Eagle #1
and #7. Mark Monk, Eagle #7. Roger Werner, hole-in-one #5. Steven Rice, Eagle #7.
Chris Piotrowski, 8 birdies in one round.
Han Dong, Eagle #7. Pam Monk, hole-inone #13. Kelli Brunner, hole-in-one #13.
Links: Paul Del Vacchio, hole-in-one #6.
Congratulations to all!

Golf Tip of the Month

If you watched any of last month’s PGA
Tour events in Hawaii you understand how
wind can affect your game. The knockdown
shot can become your best friend. This
shot allows you to lower the shot trajectory without sacrificing distance. This shot
is primarily used when hitting into a head
wind.
In order to perform this shot, you must
start with the ball position towards the back
of your stance. Place a little more weight on
your front foot. Use a forward press at address so your hands are in front of the ball.
Shorten your back swing but still accelerate through impact. Your follow through
should also be abbreviated to help control
the trajectory.
Now take this shot to the driving range
to improve on your technique. By adding
this shot to your arsenal you will better
your scores in those windy conditions.
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Arbor Club
Tennis
By Jorge Privat
What’s your New Year’s resolution? Improve your game and have more fun playing tennis?
As I mentioned before, this is a great
time of the year for tennis, despite the cold
days we might get here and there, most of
the time it’s good weather.
Taking care of your health is of most
importance. Therefore, don’t forget that
we play tennis for the health of it! Tennis
refreshes your mind, maintains your sense
of balance, keeps your cardiovascular system up to performing difficult tasks and
refreshes your mind.
Playing tennis is like playing chess on a
tennis court, you try to be one step ahead of
your opponent, think quickly and make the
correct decisions in a blink of an eye, especially when the ball is moving at a fast pace.
Not only does tennis bring enjoyment, but
also health benefits.
Let’s start planning another tennis social
with barbecue, music, horseshoes and a lot
of good camaraderie!

ask yourself these questions:
• Is the backhand or forehand the
stronger stroke? It’s common for
most players to have a stronger
forehand, so, if the backhand is a liability, it should be exploited.
• Did they take time to practice volleys? Many players lack confidence
at the net, some don’t even try. Test
them. If they have fairly good volley skills, lobe them and avoid them
when they are at net.
• Did their serve have a strange spin?
Did it always land in a certain part
of the box? Was it soft or hard? Is
the second weak? These answers
will help you determine where to
set up for the return of serve.

Study where they stand to return
your serve. Often, they will stand to pro-

tect their weaknesses and leave a larger part
of the box wide open.
Avoid their power zone. Some players
prefer the ball around their waist, others,
lower than that, and some like it higher
around their torso. Try to hit the balls opposite of what they like.

Check out their movement and footwork. Most players can hit the ball from the

Getting to Know Your
Opponent

middle of the courts, but when they have to
move up or back, or to the sides, their game
is neutralized. Watch if they move their feet
or if they reach, do they move better from
side to side or up and back? If they slow or
do not move their feet, hit short balls, lobe
them or hit directly at them.

You must know your opponent inside and out to be able to recognize his
strengths and weaknesses in order to effectively defend his strengths and attack his
weaknesses.
How do I know a player is becoming
more than a beginner? The universal tip-off
is when a player begins to think more about
an opponent than his or her own game.
And, by analyzing an opponent, the player
will learn tons of information that can be
used against that opponent in competition.
Here are tips to remind you to put this information to work:
Analyze the warm-up. The warm-up
session reveals a lot about players. How
they hit, what grips they use, their footwork and their comfort level with different
shots. You should study your opponent and

balls that neutralize your opponents, don’t
sit and wait for mistakes ... anticipate opportunities instead! As the opponent is
forced to move and reach for the ball, step
forward, into the court. Anticipate where
their ball might land and be ready to finish
the point. They might make an error, but
more often, they will be neutralized and
will give you opportunities with balls that
land short in the court. Be ready to finish!
In the words of Harvey McKay, “Love your
competitors, because they are the only ones
who make you as good as you can be.”
I will continue this topic in the next issue. Until then, try to practice the first five
tips. Good luck to you ... and see you on
the courts!

Ladies
9-Hole Golf
By Lorraine Rourke
Our Christmas luncheon was a huge
success at Bella Cucina in Oak Run. The
afternoon included cocktails followed by
a lovely buffet, gift exchange, and caroling
where each table tried to outdo the other.
As always, our committee did a wonderful
job.
Cooler weather is here; so be sure to
wear layers. The nifty hand warmers they
sell at the Golf Shop really come in handy.
Our meetings are the first Tuesday of

Anticipate opportunities after analyzing weaknesses. After you learn to hit

the month right after golf in Health & Recreation Ballroom. Sign up for the “Tapas,
Toast, Tuesday” on the sheet along with
golf sign up. Be sure to prepay for “Tapas,
Toast, Tuesday.”
If you know of any new residents who
golf or are just learning, encourage them to
come join the league. You only have to play
the weeks you sign up. It’s a great way to
meet other women golfers and make new
friends, as well as work on your golf. Let’s
support one another and the league by recruiting more members!

Four Person Scramble
Dec. 3, 2013

39–Lorraine Rourke, Ethel Miller, M. Kay Budd,
Marie Marquis. 40–Janis Hannasch, Carolyn
Abramovich, Kathleen Dushary, Pauline Beloin.
Linda Dumeer, Michaele Beyer, Virginia Bayless. 43–Eileen Gustavus, Adele Stelljes, Louise
Lineman, Jean Flynn.

Individual Net
Dec. 10, 2013

Flight 1: 20–Darlene Clark, 21–Virginia Bayless,
22–Linda Dumeer.
Flight 2: 21–M Kay Budd, 22–Kathleen Dushary,
Marlene Floeckher.
Flight 3: 18–Louise Lineman, 23–Constance
Deignan, 26–Adele Stelljes, Anges Tetti.
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A Dog’s Day
By Ray Cech
World News Writer

There were Dachshunds, Beagles, German Shepherds, Jack Russells and many,
many others showing off their holiday finest. Saturday, Dec. 15, was for the dogs, at
least at The Town Square, where BridgeNet
Wireless sponsored the first annual Dog
Show.
Jorge Santiago, IT Manager for BridgeNet, said, “We know there are a lot of dog
lovers here at On Top of the World and in
our community, so we thought this would
be a fun event for everyone. I’ll tell you,
I’m having fun.” The event was emceed by
Bobby Dee Jay, who had that very special
way with dogs, although this was not very
apparent when it came to obedience, particularly at “show” time. Dogs were judged

for their size, best jumper, best tricks and,
that all important—biggest ears. Biggest
ears? Yep. And won by a Shih Tzu?
The show welcomed vendors and exhibitors: The Humane Society, Petco, TD
Bank, and Biscuit Basket, to name just a
few. And, of course, outside on the grill Mr.
B’s was serving up mouthwatering hot dogs
and burgers.
Animal rescue had several dogs looking
for good homes, and the last word was that
some are now in the cuddling arms of their
new best friend. There were more than 100
dogs at the show—all breeds, sizes, and
temperaments, and they all got along just
fine.
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Residents ringing in the New Year at the Health & Recreation
Building.

Celebrations on New
Year’s Eve
By Bob Woods
World News Writer

What a great night! Residents toasted
and kissed everyone in sight at the stroke
of midnight at the New Year’s celebration at
the Health & Recreation Building and Arbor Club. With only seconds to go on the
clock, party revelers counted down to that
magical hour of midnight and the bands
started playing “Auld Lang Syne.”
In many of our community’s neighborhoods, fireworks broke the silence of the
night with loud bangs and flashers that illuminated the skies as groups and individuals
welcomed in the New Year.
Dancin’ On the Top sponsored the festive event at the Health & Recreation Ballroom while the Recreation Department
held their event at the Arbor Club.
“Auld Lang Syne,” the traditional song
played at the strike of midnight on New

Years Eve was originally written in the
1700s by poet Robert Burns that translates
to “times gone by.” The song has been a
tradition at New York’s Times Square and
elsewhere throughout the world. In the
United States, Guy Lombardo’s orchestra
first played it live over the radio in 1929 at
New York’s Roosevelt Hotel.
Believe it or not the festive occasion of
celebrating New Year’s Eve takes place 24
times around the world. If for some unforeseen circumstance occurred and you
crossed the International Date Line (IDL)
on Dec. 31 in the Pacific at exactly a split
second before midnight, you would lose
New Year’s Day (Jan. 1). Sound crazy? Well
it is.
Here’s hoping you have an extremely
healthy and prosperous New Year!

GOLF CART REGISTRATION
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Residents, Joe and Marla, with their German Shepherds
(Molly and Jordan).

Customer Service
8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday
Bring your golf cart, resident I.D. and
proof of golf cart insurance.
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Candler Hills
Men’s Golf
By Joe Alfano
I’m proud of myself. In fact, I’m darn
proud of myself. I’ve still kept one New
Year’s resolution. Haven’t had any Brussels
sprouts, asparagus or squash since the first
of the year. Yep, I’m darn proud of myself.
Our 2014 Match Play Championship
will soon be upon us. The qualifier is slated
for Tuesday, Feb. 4 for seeding purposes
with the individual matches to be played on
a weekly basis until a winner is determined.
We hope to have enough competitors to
have both blue tee and white tee brackets so
mark your calendar and hone your match
play game for this upcoming tournament.
We have scheduled a good number of
league days this coming year where we
will celebrate specific holidays post-round
with food and beverages courtesy of your
association. We will commence with those
celebrations on Tuesday, Feb. 11 in honor
of Valentine’s Day. Social Chairman Rich
Trembulak has arranged a light bill of fare
commensurate with this holiday in addition to the usual complimentary grog, wine
and pop.
Our membership keeps slowly expanding similar to my waistline with the addition of newest combatants Tom Dolan and

Candler Hills
Ladies
9-Hole
By Judith Parisi
2014 got off to a bit of a rocky start with
temperatures in Florida that are more typical of New England in January. While in
Rhode Island, it’s not unusual to see golfers
out when it’s in the low 40s so they can capture every possible golf opportunity; here
at Candler Hills our threshold is generally
for at least 50 degrees and preferably over

Mah Jongg

By Mary Ehle
When you read this column, please

Dan O’Brien. Be aware gentlemen, it is
not happenstance that we take our games
serious but ourselves far less serious. We
respect the game, play by the rules and
have the upmost integrity. Yet, as important as those protocols are to us, so are the
camaraderie, comicality and sportiveness.
Anyone interested in playing in such an
environment can contact me at tjalf8371@
yahoo.com for more information.
Someone once said, “Golf is a challenge
of ever-changing variables.” Keeping their
games on an even keel this past month
were Pat Clayton (73) and Walt Pacuk (74).
Going one better before the year ran out
was our very own Roger Whittle, who once
again bettered his age with his golf score.
Well done ‘wacking yer gutta percha’ gentlemen.
For the entire membership, may I remind y’all that this is “kissy face, huggy
bear month” and with that comes much responsibility. Spend some of that graduation
money and spring for the good chocolate,
put some effort into choosing a card and
actually enjoy the “chick flick” you see with
your better half.
As always, may I continue to wish everyone a life full of “nothing but fairways and
greens.”

Four-Man Team Stableford
Dec. 17, 2013

130–Bill Latta, Dave Miller, Roger Whittle &
Dave Green and Pat Clayton, Ken Zweiback,
John Podkomorski & Don Huston; 129–Walt
Pacuk, Larry Rackstraw, Dave Schultz & Joe
Jingco.

60.

However, if we’re tempted to venture out
in low temperatures, Golf Digest provides
some tips on cold weather play. They note
it is essential to dress in several loose fitting layers. With luck, we can shed some
layers as the temperatures rise. It is also important to keep our heads, hands and feet
warm to take the bite out of the winter chill.
They recommend obtaining some drychemical hand warmers and have one in
each pocket, to help keep our hands warm
between shots. If we alternate golf balls on
each hole, we can keep the ball we are not
playing in our pocket with the hand warmer. Plus the night before play, they mention
keeping golf balls inside the house not in a
remember that there are only about two
weeks left to sign up for the tournament on
Saturday, March 1. The deadline for sign up
is two weeks prior. We limit the number of
players to 60. Call me now at 873-7507.
I am sure that you all got your mailer to
send for your new card. Do it today so you
will receive the card by the end of March.
This is an exciting time when we all have
our cards and play the first time. We are all
beginners at this time. Until we meet again,
jokers to you.
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Candler Hills
Ladies
18-Hole
By Joan Gustafson
Happy New Year to all our members! The
holidays are over and we are starting a new
year 2014. We all will be trying to get our
game in order for the new season.
The annual Extreme Demo Day will be
held at Candler Hills Golf Club on Saturday, Feb. 8 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. This is a
great time to try out some new equipment
that might just help your game. It is always
advantageous to be well informed of the
new equipment available. Be sure to check
this out.
Congratulations are in order for Pam
Monk who on Thursday, Dec. 26, 2013 had
a hole in one on #13! Those of us playing
with Pam that day had a drink and toasted
her for her accomplishment. Way to go
Pam!
We had our general membership meeting on Thursday, Jan. 9. Lunch from Lee’s
Famous Recipe Chicken was provided. It
was very tasty and enjoyed by the members.
The 50/50 drawing for First Tee of Ocala
netted $106. The remaining $104 was split
between members Bev Ovrebo, Ilyong
Dicus, Deanne Green, and Betty Warner.
Congratulations to the winners!
cold cart. With the cooler air temperatures
the length of our shots are reduced, and
Golf Digest suggests using more club on
approach shots.
While it is important that we stretch before playing anytime of the year, it is more
important in the cooler winter months. It
will help our muscles warm up and make
that first shot more comfortable. A few
stretches on the practice range are not quite
enough--plan to do some serious stretching before play.
Between December and early January,
we lost many play opportunities due to
weather, and don’t have any results to post
for that period.
However, we have much to look forward to in 2014. Our gala Valentine’s Day
event will be held on Thursday, Feb. 13.
Ginny Redden has sent out a flyer on the
event, and details are posted on our bulletin board and in our league notebook in the
Golf Shop. There is also detail on our website at www.chlga9. shutterfly.com.
To see the schedule of upcoming events
as well as information on league happenings, please periodically check the website.
We started a new feature in December
wherein the reminders for weekly play are
being sent to members directly from the
website. If you are having any problems in
receiving information, please let me know.

Our chili cook off will be held on Thursday, Feb. 27. We have invited the Candler
Hills Ladies Nine-Hole League to this
event. We will play an 18 hole Shamble.
We had great participation last year for this
event.
The Solheim Cup was discussed and
new dates were presented to the members.
The Solheim Cup will be April 7, 8, and 10.
The Candler Hills Ladies 18 Hole
League worked closely with the On Top Of
The World Ladies 18 Hole League to come
up with these dates. We hope the new dates
will benefit all the members. Let’s keep the
Solheim Cup here at Candler Hills!
Until next month, hit them straight!

Low Gross Low Net
Dec. 12, 2013

Flight 1 Low Gross: 78–Deb Martin.
Flight 1 Low Net: 63–Tona Scheibel; Tie at 68–
Judy Anderson, Pam Carpenter.
Flight 2 Low Gross: 89–Lise Jordaan.
Flight 2 Low Net: 68–Kate Beaty. Tie at 70 Irmgard Anger, Gail Banavige, Deanne Green.
Flight 3 Low Gross: 89–Toni Stevenson.
Flight 3 Low Net: 71–Vicky Salyers; 74–Carol
Clark; 75–Mary Pat Giffin.
Flight 4 Low Gross: 97–Piper Thomas; Tie at 107–
Linda Buschur, Joan Gustafson.
Flight 4 Low Net: 72–Gail Schultz; 76–D. Ann
Jung, Carol Robinson.

Irons Only (Red, White & Blue)
Dec. 19, 2013

Flight 1: 68–Judie Anderson; 69–Mia Kolar
Flight 2: Tie at 81–Mary Pat Giffin, Vicky Salyers.
Flight 3: 85–Renee Aden; 86–Joan Gustafson.

Men’s Golf
Association
By Bill McGarry

Four Man Team Two Best Ball
Dec. 11, 2013

Tie at 115–John Hudacik, Dale Budd, Rocky
Groomes, Peter Peterson; Gary Hassett, Steve
Molnar, Jerry Ashe, Joe Polizzotti. Tie at 116–
Mike Maillet, Ron Cleveringa, Jack Hagarty,
Robert Moravec; Gene Sohler, Charles Casale,
Tony Magri, Jim Harvery; Jon Hill, James Merrick, William McGarry. 117–Joe Hawkins, Raymond Wilson, Tom Marta, and Mike Flynn.

Individual Quota Points
Dec. 18, 2013

Flight 1: 7–Jon Hill. Tie at 6–John Langville, Timothy O’Neil. 5–Charlie Dove.
Flight 2: 4–Ron Cleveringa. Tie at 3–Jim Borro, Don Noel; Tie at 2–Edward Conway, Tom
McHaffie, Carl Zeiler.
Flight 3: 6–Ray Messer; Tie at 5–Jerry Ashe,
Francis Caprez. 4–Steve Becker.
Flight 4: 10–David Miller. 8–Tom Pasch. 4–Tony
Magri. 3–Leonard Ruble.
Flight 5: 14–Rich Enos. Tie at 6–Jack Martin, William McGarry, Joe Polizzotti.
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Billiards

By Richard Impresa
The holidays are over and so is 2013. We
held our annual Christmas party at the Buffet City in Ocala on Friday, Dec. 13, 2013.
The reserved room was filled with about 47
club members along with their significant
others and all had a good time. Thanks to
Bill Daly, Penny Wilson, and Ray Stover for
their efforts in making this party a success.
Our Billiards Club ended 2013 with
128 members. As of this writing, we have
57 members signed up for 2014. You can
become a member for only $5 for the entire year. You can give your dues to any
board member or drop off cash or check
made out to our treasurer, Mike Retter, in
the lockbox located behind table #3 in the
poolroom. Your dues go toward supplies to
maintain and repair the equipment in the
poolroom as well as purchasing various
items such as house cues, racks, etc., that
enhance the total billiard room experience.
New residents are welcome to come
down to the poolroom in the Craft Building (next to the Wood Shop) daily from 7
a.m. to 9 p.m. and enjoy the camaraderie.
The ladies play other teams from local adult
communities and have the room to themselves every Monday from 9 a.m. to noon;
sorry guys, no men allowed. The men hold
their tournaments every Tuesday from 1 to
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3 p.m. and everyone is welcome to come
down and cheer them on as they compete
with men’s teams from several adult communities in the greater Ocala area for the
league championship.
Speaking of championships, the annual
nine-ball singles championship was held at
our facility last month and the winner was
our own Fausto Coste, captain of team #2.
Fausto went through the entire 22-man
field undefeated in the first round, then
staged a comeback in the final round to
clinch the crown. Bill Daly, who also is the
men’s league coordinator, ran this tournament. Congratulations to Fausto for a great
victory.
I want to emphasize to our new residents that joining our club is not a requirement to enjoying the poolroom. Use of
the poolroom is included in your monthly
maintenance fees along with all of the other
great facilities available to us in this community. Your membership does, however,
entitle you to join in our league play, participate in voting (or running) for our Billiards Club board of directors, and having
your say on any issue related to our billiard
facilities through the open forum in our
quarterly meetings.
Speaking of our meetings, our first one
of 2014 was held on Monday, Jan. 6. Items
discussed were the proposed recovering of
our tables along with other club business.
Our next scheduled meeting will be held
on Monday, April 7, at 4 p.m. in the Ceramics Room of the Craft Building. If you
have any questions about the club, facilities, rules, etc. feel free to contact any board
member. That’s all for now. Until next time,
keep stroking and keep your tip dry.

R/C
Flyers

Bocce

By Elliott Wilkins

By Michelle Malsch

Every month, I will highlight an R/C
Flyer who has been and is a credit to our
community and an inspiration to us all.
This will be part one of a series, which I
will call, “Magnificent Men and Their Flying Machines.”
This month’s honoree is, Elmer Auer,
a World War II veteran who stems from
a small town in New Jersey. Elmer, as
well as all of our veterans here in On Top
of the World did a great job in preserving our freedom loving way of life. Elmer
served honorably in the United States Navy
aboard a destroyer. He then served aboard
a ship that brought the atomic bomb to the
island of Tinian and helped in the testing of
it until the program was terminated.
After he was discharged from the Navy,
he wore many hats as an auto mechanic,
husband, and father. He loved working
with horses and being around racecars. He
is a man with a rich history.
Elmer arrived here at On Top of the
World one and a half years ago. After his
first time on the flying field, he fell in love
with what he saw and knew then that he
wanted to be part of the club. Elmer joined
the club and under the tutelage of one of
our expert flying instructors, Bob Wroblewski, finally soloed on Dec. 31, 2013 and
was awarded his pilots certificate.
He personifies what dedication, tenacity
and plain old sticktoitiveness is all about.
He proves that age is just the figment of
ones imagination. For nine months, Elmer
was at the field every day practicing flying
on a buddy box with his instructor. He was
there every morning around 7 a.m., rain
or shine. That is why Elmer is this month’s
honoree. Congratulations Elmer!
If Elmer’s story has inspired anyone to
join our club and experience the thrill of a
lifetime or if you have any questions, you
are cordially invited to come to our monthly meeting in Suites A and B in the Arbor
Conference Center the first Monday of every month or just come down to the field
at the end of SW 94th Street and follow the
signs. There is usually someone there between 7:30 a.m. and 4 p.m., weather permitting, every day.

www. OnTopoftheWorldInfo.com

Merrily we roll along, roll along, roll
along … why don’t you join us? Open bocce is played on Mondays, Wednesdays, and
Fridays at 9 a.m. Anyone is permitted to
play during this time.
League play is on Tuesdays at 9 a.m. and
11 a.m. and Thursdays at 10 a.m. If you
have never played before, or want to learn,
why not pay us a visit during these times
to see how the game is played? Try it; you
might like it!
For questions or more information,
please call Head Director Don Oakes at
854-8364. Until we roll again …

REMINDER

Dogs must be on a leash
at all times.

Shuffleboard
By Grace Rohde
Tournament Director Peter Van Arsdale
is starting out 2014 as a year full of activity
for shuffleboard players. So far, Peter has
planned an upcoming shuffleboard play
and two tournaments.
The first one he is tentatively setting up
is a shuffleboard play with The Villages in
February or March. Peter will keep you informed. If you have not signed up for the
travel team, contact Peter to get your name
on the list.
The annual Jack Huard Tournament will
take place on Saturday, March 8, at 9 a.m.
(rain date the following Saturday at 9 a.m.).
Then there will be another Ten Pin Tournament on Saturday, April 12, at 9 a.m. (rain
date on April 19 at 9 a.m.). Peter requests
that all players be at the courts at least 15
minutes before the scheduled time.
Some of the shuffleboard players have
been thinking about playing in the Florida
tournaments, but they are unsure where or
when they take place. Perhaps I can be of
some assistance as to where you can find
out this information.
Go to Florida Sports Foundation (flasports.com) and look for “Senior Games,”
then “Local Senior Games.” There you
will find updated 2014 information on the
Florida Senior Games that will be played in
about 20 different cities in Florida. If you
play in one of them and place in the top
five, this should qualify you to play in the
Florida International Senior Games and
State Championships.
The website also lists the date of the state
game for 2014 which is played in December. Now in order to qualify to play in the
National Senior Games, which are held
every two years (odd number years), you
again need to place in the top five at the
state game. The next Summer National Senior Games will be played in 2015 in Minneapolis, Minn.

25
Keep this information handy for your
use now and for the future in the event you
decide that you would like to compete in
any of the tournaments. As a reminder,
do not wait until the last minute to decide
that you want to play in a tournament, as
there are rules and registration deadlines
required in order to sign up. And I would
like to recommend that when you first go
to the website, check out what the qualifications are to play, and see if you meet the
required criteria.
The upcoming March annual meeting,
election of officers, and luncheon is nearly
here. Details of the event will be coming
out soon. Do plan to attend as it is not only
an informative meeting, but also a fun time
to have with the shuffleboard players from
all of the teams. The company is fantastic
as well as the food. Hope to see you there!
The winners in league play for December were as follows:

Men

Monday a.m.: Henry Erikson.
Tuesday p.m.: Tie–Lou Fisher and Rick Vogel.
Thursday a.m.: Vito Chieco.
Friday a.m.: Roger Werner.

Women

Monday a.m.: Vickie Lentz.
Tuesday p.m.: Maxine Malone.
Thursday a.m.: Tie–Betty Schwartz and Kathy
Kenyon.
Friday a.m.: Shirley Lindsay and Marilyn Youngman.

25 Club Men

Monday a.m.: Lou Crudele, George Borgia, Nick
Dreimiller and Charlie Lentz.
Tuesday p.m.: Paul Wiseman, Armann Rohde
and Frank Scinlari.
Thursday a.m.: Darryl Kenyon.
Friday a.m.: Roger Werner.

25 Club Women

Tuesday p.m.: Margot Thomas, Maxine Malone,
and Dot Migliaccio.
Thursday a.m.: Annette Hodges, Lois Nix, and
Betty Schwartz.
Friday a.m.: Shirley Lindsay and Nancy Kowsky.

www. OnTopoftheWorldInfo.com
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Favorite
Recipes
Dinner Club
By Luke Mullen
A wonderful Christmas party was held
on Saturday, Dec. 21, 2013 at one of our
club member’s home. All participants had a
marvelous time. This was the club’s activity
for the month of December. Sixteen diners
attended this great evening of fine food and
fun entertainment. Our hosts for this annual event were Kathy and Luke Mullen.
We had this hors d’oeuvres and dessert
party in place of our normally scheduled
dinner because Kathy and Luke graciously
volunteered to host this event and open up
their home to all club members. As in the
past, each couple was requested to provide
two hors d’oeuvres, two dessert dishes or
one of each after our hosts knew how many
couples would be attending. This step pro-

Bingo Babes
Social Group
By Michelle Malsch
Love bingo? Can’t get enough? Have we
got a game for you!
The Bingo Babes Social Group meets
monthly on the last Friday in the Arbor
Conference Center, Suites B and C at 6:15
p.m. Games begin at 6:30 p.m.
Eighteen games are played. Fifteen
games are a variety of different games
played for mystery prizes. Three games are
played for cash prizes of 25-cents, 50-cents
and $1 per player pots. $4.75 is collected
from each player to cover the costs of the
prizes and money games. Bring your own
beverage, light snacks are provided.
The group is heading up a one-night/

REMINDER

Please put trash in
compactor.

vided the opportunity to balance the number of both hors d’oeuvres and desserts.
Participants started the evening by selecting from the approximate 12 different
types of delicious hors d’oeuvres. The menu
included various types of hot and cold hors
d’oeuvres. They were Italian sausage stuffed
mushrooms, meatballs in sauce, various
cheeses with crackers, seasonal gorgonzola
cheese block dish, polish sausage in teriyaki and barbeque sauce, Italian beef rollups with horseradish sauce and pepperoni
bread, sweet and sour meatballs, tortilla
rollups with ham and turkey, buffalo chicken cheese dip, dates wrapped in bacon,
broccoli and mushrooms with cheese, and
gorgonzola cheese balls with crackers.
They were followed by a wonderful selection of desserts that included blueberry
cheesecake bars, coco mint snaps, candy
cherry trifle, devil dogs, chocolate pixies,
white chocolate cherry trifle with Schokoladenkirschwein (chocolate cherry wine)
and served with various typed of fudge.
The event was full of fun and exciting conversation. Also, as in the past, we
two-day trip, Sunday, April 6 to Monday,
April 7 to Fort Myers, Fla. The cost of the
trip is $269 per person/double occupancy
(single rate is $319) and includes the following:
• Round trip motor coach from
Friendship Center (Winn-Dixie
lot).
• One night at the Springhill Suites in
Fort Myers, Fla.
• Four hour visit to the Seminole Casino in Immokalee.
• Murder mystery dinner train.
• Wine and cheese party on day one
at the hotel.
• Breakfast at the hotel.
• Tour of the Edison and Ford Winter
Estates.
• All taxes and gratuity for driver, escorted by Laura Kane.
A $50 deposit per person is needed to
reserve your space; full payment is due by
Saturday, Feb. 15. To make your reservation call Laura Kane Travel at 840-0333 and
tell them you want to sign up for Micki’s
trip to Fort Myers.
For more information about the Bingo
Babes Social Group or the trip, please call
Micki Malsch at 861-8790.
B – i – n – g – o … let’s go!

had a typical Yankee swap. Here all member couples were requested to bring a $10
wrapped hospitality type gift. This swap
turned out to be great fun and was enjoyed
by all members. Our master of ceremonies
for this activity was Luke Mullen.
This type of activity was nice, as some
club members have not met all other members. This makes it possible for members to
meet other members. Everyone attending
the event had a wonderful fun filled evening.

February 2014
The club periodically sponsors allmember type evenings throughout the
year. These events are the result of fellow
members volunteering to undertake hosting these events to accomplish this entertaining evening.
Our club is currently looking for new
members. If you are a couple who enjoys
preparing and cooking food for others and
likes entertaining people in your home, you
might consider joining our club. Call Luke
at 304-8104 for more information.

Photo by Lew Rooks

Luke and Kathy Mullen welcome club members to their
Christmas party while admiring the wonderful selection of
hors d’oeuvres at their home.
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Native
Plant Group
By Ron Broman
“Never give up!” That’s my New Year’s
resolution. It has so many applications. For
one who believes so intensely in the use of
appropriate native plants in a landscape, it
has to be a motto.
In preparing this column, I came across
a piece by Mark L. Johnson, written in
2008, that is still relevant.
“… people are concerned about their
quality of life. At the turn of the 20th century, a live canary meant “quality of life” for
coal miners. As long as that little canary
was conscious, the mineworkers had confidence that they could survive. We know of
other indicator species, such as the American dipper, the sub-alpine gray jay, or the
Florida scrub jay, which provide scientists
and naturalists with a warning about the
health of various ecosystems and ecological niches. But most of us don’t use these
indicators to reflect upon the quality of our
own daily existence.
While the plants around us reflect the
quality of our lives, we usually take them
for granted. Many people get involved with
native plants because they want butterflies
and birds in their backyards. But as long as
we see butterflies and birds as ornaments
hanging on our plants, it is only happen-
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stance that we are being environmentally
responsible.
After all, there are some non-native,
ornamental plants that also host butterflies. We can miss the significance of the
thousand-year-old relationships between
locally native plants and many species of
insects and animals.
While we focus on tomatoes from Chile
or peaches from Georgia, we no longer relate to the bush or animal on the roadside
or in our backyard as important to our dinner table. We are out of touch with the resulting costs – not just the rise in oil prices
in the U.S., but the cost of watering, fertilizing, and maintaining the plants in our
yards.
Learning about and protecting native
diversity locally, in our own yards, is part
of protecting our true quality of life.”
I couldn’t have said it better. Come join
us, as members of the Native Plant Group
and the Marion Big Scrub chapter of the
Florida Native Plant Society engage in projects to increase the knowledge and use of
plants native to our area of Florida.
• Longleaf Pine Trail and Native
Plant Garden maintenance: Second
Wednesday of each month, 8:30
a.m.
• SW 94th Street circle garden maintenance: Fourth Wednesday of each
month, 8:30 a.m.
• Marion Big Scrub chapter meeting:
Last Monday of each month, October through May, 6:30 p.m.
For any information on native plants,
please call me at 861-4560 and remember
it’s fantastic to grow native!

ADVERTISING/COLUMN DEADLINE

E-mailed to otownews@otowfl.com by
noon on the 13th of month.
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Republican
Club

Democratic
Club

By Fred Pulis

By Dan Lack

The first club meeting of the year featured a surprise as our guest speaker sang
a capella the Star Spangled Banner. County
Commissioner Kathy Bryant followed her
stellar singing performance by providing
a very informative speech about the status
and progress made in 2013 by the County
Commissioners.
She gave the club members a current
update on the Marion County budget, Fed
Ex Commerce Center, various cost saving
solutions implemented in the County such
as the County utilizing natural gas and
the solution of the solid waste problem.
A slight increase will be proposed in the
county mileage rate.
Proudly, she announced that Marion
County unemployment has successfully
been reduced from a high of 14.3% to the
current level of 7.1%. Marion County has
been recognized nationally as one of the
fastest growing locations for job growth.
Such important, significant, and relevant information is provided each month at
the meetings held each month on the second Friday of each month. Our next scheduled meeting is Friday, Feb. 14th (Valentine’s Day) at the Arbor Conference Center,
Suites E, F, and G. The meetings start at 7
p.m. and usually last about an hour. For additional information, contact Fred Pulis at
854-9976.

Our next meeting will take place on
Thursday, Feb. 27 when Al Morrison, the
resident manager of the Ocala Ritz Veterans Village, will speak to us. On Top of the
World Democrats adopted the Veterans
Village as our club project last year, so it
will be nice to hear about an update from
Al and a couple of veterans who will accompany him.
Al is a former Marine and Vietnam veteran so he can relate to residents at Ocala
Ritz Veterans Village, and understands
what they’re going through. The Veterans Village is almost two years old, which
means that the two-year time limit has almost expired for the original residents. It
will be interesting to hear how their time
at the facility has prepared them to care for
themselves after they leave. Let’s continue
to show our support for the veterans by
bringing canned goods, dry goods, toiletries and laundry detergent to our meetings.
We meet on the fourth Thursday of every month at 6 p.m. in Suites E and F at
the Arbor Conference Center. For more
information call Dan Lack at 509-4942 or
send an e-mail to otowdemclub@gmail.
com or visit our Facebook page (On Top of
the World Democratic Club). You are not
alone!

RESIDENT ID CARDS
(352) 873-4817
DigitalCommunicationMedia.com

Customer Service
8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday
Bring current ID or temp ID
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Art Group

By Anne Merrick

Master the Possibilities has a show, in
the lobby, of art by artists from our group
and who have attended the many classes at
Master the Possibilities. There are so many
different styles, subjects and mediums from
these talented artists. The show is on for the
month of February so make sure you take
a look, on your way to a class or after you
have lunch at Sid’s Coffee Shop & Deli.
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While at art the other day, Carol and I
talked about what makes art appealing.
Emotion was what Carol thought and I
agree. If you paint with emotion, it will
show in the finished piece. If the person
looking at your work feels emotion, you
will have been successful in your portrayal.
The picture should not be static but
should move in some way. This is not so
easy and requires a lot of thought about
what is happening in the scene. Where the
light comes from is probably the most important thing to be aware of. Is the wind

blowing in a straight line or is it gusty or
swirling. The perspective and depth will
draw you into the scene.
Some of this can happen as you move
along with your work but it’s important to
address these issues in some way before
you start. I have had more happy accidents
than I can tell and I have learned so much
from this group by watching and listening
as they all work.
Thursdays and Saturdays from 9 a.m. to
noon in the Art Studio of the Craft Building will get you doing what you love in
great company.

Photo by Anne Merrick

Members of the Art Group.

Photo by Bob Woods

National Medal of Honor Museum in Chattanooga, Tenn.

Medal of Honor
By Bob Woods
World News Writer

What drives a person to commit acts of
heroism? What makes a hero and who are
these heroes? What makes them complete
those acts making them eligible to receive
the Medal of Honor (MOH)?
The Medal of Honor is the highest military honor awarded for acts of valor above
and beyond the call of duty. This medal is
generally awarded by the President of the
United States in the name of Congress to
military personnel only.
To date, 3,468 Medals of Honor have

“We’ll hold up our end of this offer.”

Build Your Own Bridge™
• 13 MONTH CONTRACT
• NO HIDDEN FEES
• NO CAP ON USAGE
• NO INSTALLATION FEE*
• NO BILLING SURPRISES
•LOCAL TECH SUPPORT

What you sign up for is what
you pay to the end of
your contract.

AND FIRST
MONTH IS

Free!

Automatically increases your speed when you
need it, for streaming and downloading at
no AdditionAl cost.

PER
MONTH

352-593-0907

Visit us at Circle Square Commons
8413 SW 80th St., Suite 1,
Ocala FL 34481

Offer subject to availability and only to residential customers. Free install limited to standard professional installation on prewired outlets. Prices exclude additional installation fees, inside wiring fees and additional outlets. Not all
services and features available everywhere. Maximum available Internet speed may vary depending on service
area. Actual speeds may vary. Ask your service representative if the indicated speeds are available in your area.

ASK US
ABOUT
OUR
DIRECTV
SPECIAL

No installation fee required based on current special 13 month offer.
Other plans available. See sales associate for more details.
Equipment agreement must be signed.
CODE holdup

been awarded since the decoration’s creation in 1861. A senator introduced Senate Bill No. 82 in the U.S. Senate designed
to “promote the efficiency of the Navy”
by authorizing the production of “medals of honor” to be presented to petty officers, seaman, landsmen and marines that
showed distinguish gallantry in action during the Civil War. President Lincoln signed
the bill and the Navy MOH was born.
There are three versions of the Medal
of Honor, one for each military department of the Department of Defense: Army,
Navy, and Air Force. Members of the Coast
Guard and Marines Corps are eligible to
receive the Navy version. The Army created its version of the Medal of Honor in
July 1862 and the Air Force established its
Medal of Honor in April 1965. Public Law
88-77 of July 1963 standardized the Medal
of Honor among all services.
The requirement for receiving our nation’s highest award was that the recipient
must have “distinguished himself conspicuously by gallantry and intrepidity at
the risk of life above and beyond the call
of duty.” This law removed the loophole,
which allowed the Navy to award the medal for non-combatants.
This law also stated the act of valor must
occur during one of the three following
circumstances: engaged in action against
an enemy of the United States; engaged
in military operations involving a conflict
with opposing foreign forces; and serving
with friendly foreign forces engaged in an
armed conflict against an opposing armed
force.
It is interesting to note that First Lieutenant Arthur MacArthur (Civil War) and
General Douglas MacArthur (World War
II) were the only father and son in history
to receive the medal until Theodore Roosevelt, the only president to receive this
honor, and his son Theodore Roosevelt, Jr.
(World War II).
The youngest recipient of the medal was
William “Willie” Johnson, who earned the
medal during the Civil War prior to his
12th birthday but received the medal six
weeks after his 13th. Willie was a drummer boy with the 3rd Vermont Infantry.
The oldest recipient probably was General
Douglas MacArthur at age 62.
Out of the total of 3,468 Medals of Honor, almost half of all recipients were presented their Medal of Honor for actions in
the four years of the Civil War and 19 individuals are double recipients of the medal.
Six hundred twenty-one Medals of Honor
have been awarded posthumously.
The most recent award was presented
by President Obama this past October to
an Army officer for actions in Afghanistan.
The first medal was awarded to an Army
Civil War recipient in December 1863.
“Although not required by law or military regulations, members of the uniformed services are encouraged to render
salutes to recipients of the Medal of Honor
as a matter of respect and courtesy regardless of rank or status and, if the recipients
are wearing the medal, whether or not they
are in uniform. This is one of the few instances where a living member of the military will receive salutes from members of a
higher rank.”
The National Medal of Honor Museum
is located in Chattanooga, Tenn., and another great museum honoring the recipients of the Medal of Honor is located at
Patriots Point onboard the World War II
Aircraft Carrier USS Yorktown in Charleston, S.C.
In 1960, Congress designated March
25 annually as “National Medal of Honor
Day.”
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Original
Karaoke
Group
By George Quaranta
Let’s start the New Year off with a love
song. Valentine’s Day is almost here, and I
know everyone has a song in their heart,
just waiting to sing for that special someone.
Here’s a fun fact: did you know that
the expression “wearing your heart on
your sleeve” came from a Valentine’s Day
party tradition. Young women would write
their names on slips of paper, to be drawn
by young men. A man would then wear a
woman’s name on his sleeve to claim her as
his valentine. So come claim your valentine
and sing her a love song.
Oh, by the way, our karaoke Christmas
party at the Oasis Restaurant was a big
smash. We had a great turn out. I’ll let you
know the next time we’ll be doing karaoke
there.
We meet on the second and fourth
Monday at 7 p.m. at Candler Hills Community Center. Come sing with us or just
come to listen. For more information, call
George at 873-9667.

Karaoke
Friends
By Vivian Brown
It was a fun filled evening as we sang,
danced and laughed the night away. If this
is a sample of the year ahead, it will be fantastic.
Remember, we meet the first and third
Mondays at the Arbor Conference Center
from 5:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Charlie, our music master, provides the
best music so we all sound great. Thanks,
Charlie! He also provides antics and adds
humor for our entertainment.
Our stars of the month were Kathy,
Charlie, Donnie, Vivian, Karen, Vince,
Bob, Norma, Shirley, Tom, Sindy and Rick.
Come join us. You will be glad you did.
Until next time, keep on singing and God
bless.

One Blood
Bloodmobile
By Sara Sommer
The holidays are over and it is time to
get back into your regular routine. I hope
that routine includes giving blood to save
lives. The Big Red Bus will be here on Monday, Feb. 3 so you can do just that. The time
is 7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Health & Recreation parking lot. Each donor will receive
a mini physical that includes blood pressure, temperature, and cholesterol screening. You will also receive a free t-shirt. All
alyx donors will receive a $10 Darden gift
certificate.
As you read in the January issue of the
World News, we received an award from
OneBlood for saving 450 lives in 2013. Let’s
make 2014 even better. There is no substitute for human blood. Only you can give
the gift of life. See you on the bus!
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Table tennis officers for 2014 are Jim Lynam, Sammy Hsu, Gene Melnick, and Del Stewart.

Table
Tennis
By Jim Lynam
The members of the Table Tennis Club
have elected their new officers for 2014.
The club wishes to congratulate the following officers: President Del Stewart;
Vice President Gene Melnick; Secretary

Jim Lynam and Treasurer Sammy Hsu. The
club members also wish to express their
gratitude to last year’s officers: Lucy Davis,
Ralph Voight, Sammy Hsu, Sue McLam
and Hal Corwin for their dedicated service.
The new officers are making every effort
to make the transition to the New Year as
smooth as possible. Some of the goals for
the new administration are to make the
by-laws current and to create an enjoyable
atmosphere for playing table tennis. The officers encourage anyone interested in playing table tennis, both new persons as well
as previous members, to come to the room

and enjoy the game of table tennis with the
club.
Future activities for the club include
playing other communities, the annual
luncheon, and parties for the members.
The club will also encourage participation
in the annual Florida Senior Games, which
will be held later in the spring.
The Table Tennis Club plays on Mondays and Tuesdays, from 6 to 8 p.m. as well
as on Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays and
Sundays from 1 to 3 p.m. at the Arbor Conference Center, Suite D. The club welcomes
all new players.
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Popular Drinks
By Bob Woods
World News Writer

What is the most popular drink around
the world? In some circles, mostly coffee
producers and drinkers, the favorite drink
is coffee. On the other hand, tea drinkers
and producers say tea is the second most
popular drink. Both factions state the first
choice around the world for the most popular drink is water. Regardless, everyone will
agree that water is number one and number two or three is the choice of the drinker.
Recently a group of travelers from On
Top of the World ventured to Charleston,
S.C., where the group visited the only tea
plantation in the United States, the Charleston Tea Plantation located on the outskirts
of the so-called America’s most desirable
tourist destination.
Tea was first introduced in the Charleston area back around 1799. Over the years,
it was established that tea plants flourished
in the area. In 1960, the Thomas J. Lipton
Company combined all the tea growers in
the area moving the entire operation to
picturesque Wadmalaw Island in the heart
of the Lowcountry where the current tea
plantation is located.
The Charleston Tea Plantation, as it
is known today, was established in 1987
creating the American Classic Tea brand.
Running into financial problems in 2003,
the plantation was auctioned and Bigelow
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Charleston Tea Plantation.
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Tea plant.

Company in Connecticut bought the plantation where they partnered with an old
owner keeping the plantation working
and growing the tea, selling their product
across America. It has hundreds of acres
under cultivation and plans have the plantation expanding and producing more tea.
Wadmalaw Island provides the perfect
environment for growing tea. The sandy
soil along with the subtropical climate
and abundant rainfall possesses the idyllic
condition for the tea plants. The tea plants
growing at the plantation currently are
used to produce both black and green teas.
The group toured the plantation viewing all the tea plants that had recently been
harvested. The plants have “haircuts” by a
special harvester, making the rows of plants
look like the old-fashioned “flat top crew
cut,” harvesting the new growth when the
plants’ leaves grow between one and two
inches.
The cut leaves are then taken into the
factory where they go through the process
of being withered (separated), cut, and
dried and then either packaged in individual container tins as loose tea or in the classic tea bags. The plants are cut many times
during the growing season from spring to
fall.
The plantation is open to the public seven days a week except for major holidays.
Interested parties can view the factory process and take a tram ride through the cultivated fields of tea plants.
Tea is produced and grown all over the
world in subtropical areas. Tea likely originated in China as a medicinal drink and tea
consumption has many health benefits. Tea
may reduce cardiovascular disease as well
as some forms of cancer.
Tea also promotes oral health along
with reducing blood pressure, helping in
the body’s weight problems, and improves
antibacterial and antiviral activity, according to recent studies.
Very few people today brew tea the oldfashioned way of adding tea leaves to a pot
of boiling water and then allowing the tea
to steep to the right color.
With the original invention of the classic tea bag back in 1907, after many renditions and improvements, the current
tea bag was launched by Tetley Tea in the
United Kingdom in 1953 and is currently
the most popular way for tea drinkers to
receive their favorite drink.
A matter of interest, Ireland is one of
the biggest consumers per capita of tea in
the world. The national average of the Irish
is four cups per person per day. Tea is also
very popular in Middle Eastern cultures,
not to mention the huge consumption in
the Orient.
The biggest tea plantation in the world is
located in the highlands of Malaysia.
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Sewing
Bees
By Linda Lohr
Well, the New Year is off and running
and the hive is buzzin’! We stopped for a
few moments to add up all the items we
made during 2013 and we were flabbergasted that the total was 1,318! We are so
pleased that our items reached so many
children of Marion County.
We are busy making flannel quilts now
that the relatively cold weather is here.
They are so soft and cuddly; we are sure the
children will love them. As much as we enjoy making these items, it is a sad sign of
the times that so many children are in need
all year long.
Contrary to what I wrote last month,
the Bees headed to Stone Creek Grille on
Monday, Jan. 20 for a wonderful holiday
luncheon! The secret Santa exchange always provides us with fun, and a fantastic
job of surprising everyone. We all had a
great time.
Our mission is to provide comfort for
the abused, abandoned, and neglected children of Marion County. Your donations all
year long help us to do just that. Stop by
our hive on any Thursday in the Art Room,
from 12:30 to 3 p.m. We would be happy to
show you our creations made with love for
the children. New members are very welcome.
If you no longer sew but have cotton
fabric, fiberfill or batting cluttering up your
closets, please consider donating the materials to the Sewing Bees. We will put it to
good use!
Please contact LeeAnn 854-7205 or Rita
Miller 237-6660 for more information. As
always, the children and we thank you for
all your support.

Happy
Hookers
By Marge Curran
February and all is well with the Happy Hookers! Many members of the group
spent the holidays traveling to cities in California, Illinois, Georgia, and New Jersey to
visit family and friends but they’re all back
now refreshed and eager to craft.
As always, members are working on a
variety of crafts, plastic canvas, needlepoint
and afghans of all shapes and sizes.
Joyce Basch recently reconnected with
an old friend and is knitting her a beautiful
scarf. There is a gorgeous granny square afghan in progress. Mary Meltzer continues
to crochet with lightning speed to make
sure that all the babies born to military
families stationed in Fort Dix and McGuire
Air Force Base in New Jersey have special
blankets upon their arrival. Mary will often
recruit members of the club who may be
in-between projects to help with hers.
Cecily Lucas reported that the hats she
donated to Romeo Elementary were well
received. Cecily appreciated all the help
she received from members of the group to
meet the need for the increased number of
hats this year.
Rosemarie Perillo is crocheting beautiful vibrant colored ponchos. These items
are donated by Rosemarie to the local
homeless children youth program.
The Happy Hookers remains an open
group and always welcomes new members.
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One of the 1,318 sewn items delivered to needy children of Marion County.
This group is unique in that it does not focus on one specific craft. In addition, while
charity pieces might be in the works, there
are also many personal projects for family members and friends. Attendees bring
whatever they happen to be working on
and sometimes even come empty handed
looking for a chat with friends in a comfortable setting.
The members possess a wide variety of
talents and skills and are always willing
to lend a helping hand, share an idea for
something new or provide an impromptu
lesson for anyone who might be “stuck” on
a particular project.
The group meets every Monday from
1:30 to 3 p.m. in the Art Room of the Craft
Building. This building is located across
from Health & Recreation Building. There
are no dues or agenda. The group meets
year round and schedules a lunch-out every other month. The first luncheon for
2014 is scheduled for Monday, Feb. 3 at
Stone Creek Grille. Please contact Naomi
Berman at 873-4328 if you have any questions about the luncheon or the group in
general.
If you have yarn you have no use for
that is just taking up space, donations are
always greatly appreciated.

EMERGENCY AFTER-HOURS
PHONE NUMBER
236-OTOW (236-6869)
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Club Cards & Games
Bridge
Monday Afternoon
By Shirley Stolly & Carol Johnson

Dec. 16, 2013

1: Helen O’Brien & Esther Lang; 2: Joyce
Walchak & Marge Starrett; 3: Joan Lord &
Eleanor Giardina.

Dec. 23, 2013

1: Shirley Stolly & Carol Johnson; 2: Mary
Walker & Betty Morris.

Dec. 30, 2013

1: Carol Johnson & Shirley Stolly; 2: Fran
Griswold & Betty Morris; 3: Mary Carol
Geck & Ida Rosendahl.

Jan. 6

1: Carol Johnson & Shirley Stolly; 2: Marge
Starrett & Joyce Walchak; 3: Ida Rosendahl
& Mary Carol Geck.

Monday Night
By Kathie & Art Dushary
Most of our players are mature beginners to intermediate level players. You do
not need to sign up ahead of time or have
a partner. Just come to the Card Room by
6:20 p.m. as we start at 6:30 p.m. We usually
have six to eight tables.

Dec. 2, 2013

1: Kathie Dushary (5120); 2: Sara Anderson;
3: Laura Snyder; 4: Peggy Borro; 5: Jerry
Snyder.

Dec. 9, 2013

1: Kathie Dushary (6060); 2: Nancy Van
Gordon; 3: Howard Sale; 4: Shirley Stolly; 5:

Ron McNeilly.

Dec.16, 2013

1: Myra Butler (4730); 2: Vern Siber; 3:
Eleanor Giardina; 4: Shirley Stolly; 5: Bob
Durst.

Dec. 23, 2013

1: Phyllis Bressler (5410); 2: Kathie Dushary;
3: Paul Agarwal; 4: Don Sprague; 5: Ray
Wilson.

Dec. 30, 2013

1: Kathie Dushary (5020); 2: Tom Marta; 3:
Mickey Martin; 4: Shirley Stolly; 5: Nancy
Van Gordon.

Tuesday Afternoon
By Agnes LaSala

Dec. 3, 2013

1: Betty Morris & Shirley Stolly; 2: Mary
Rose Janssen & Cleona Redman; 3:
Florence & Norbert Heckler.

Dec. 10, 2013

1: Shirley Stolly & Betty Morris; 2: Cleona
Redman & Mary Rose Janssen; 3: Linda &
Don Sprague.

Dec. 17, 2013

1: Don & Linda Sprague; 2: Mazie Millard
& Millie Ferrell; 3: Norbert & Florence
Heckler.

Tuesday Night Dup
By Doris Keathley

Dec. 3, 2013

1: Doris Keathley & Marjorie Benton;
2:  Ernie & Joan Lord; 3:  Ida Rosendahl &
Dan Lack; 4:  John & Marie Fiorillo.

Dec. 10, 2013

Friendship Commons - 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
otowservice@otowfl.com
236-OTOW (236-6869)
Office will be closed Wednesday,
Feb. 19 from noon to 1 p.m.

Friday Night 4 Fun

By Marge Starrett

By Irene Pisani & Nancy Kowsky

Dec. 5, 2013

1: Shirley Ebert; 2: Serine Rossi; 3: Eleanor
Giardina; 4: Mary Rose Janssen.

Dec. 12, 2013

1: Eleanor Giardina; 2: Serine Rossi; 3: Ed
Mathena; 4: Cleona Redman.

Dec. 19, 2013

1: Florence Heckler; 2: Pat Golgart; 3: Joyce
Walchak; 4: Sharon Davis.

Dec. 26, 2013

1: Eleanor Giardina; 2: Serine Rossi.

Thursday Night
By Gail Ambrose

Dec. 5, 2013

Dec. 27, 2013

1: Nancy Kowsky; 2: Jean Sylver; 3: Phyllis
Wall; 4 (tie): Bob Gorman, Richard Gillette;
5: Walter Hickenlooper.

Jan. 3

1: John Wall; 2: Bob Gorman; 3: Phyllis Wall;
4: John Wall; 5: Richard Miles.

Dec. 19, 2013

Pinochle

1: Mickey Martin; 2: Keith Briggs; 3: Gail
Ambrose; 4: Shirley Stolly; 5: Richard Fluet.
1: Fran Griswold; 2: Howard Sale; 3: Joan
Sigafoos; 4: Ed Horner; 5: Myra Butler.

Dec. 26, 2013

1: Vern Siber; 2: Gail Ambrose; 3: Miriam
McNeilly; 4: Fran Griswold; 5: Ed Horton.

Cribbage
Friday Night

Wednesday Afternoon

Dec 6, 2013

Jan. 10

Tuesday Night/Double
By Alberta Sarris
Please arrive at 5:45 p.m. to start play at
6 p.m. in the Poker Room.

Dec. 3, 2013

Tables 1: Alberta Sarris; 2: Ilse Kersey &
Viola Horton; 3: Jerry Dean & Jim Keller.

Dec. 10, 2013

Tables 1: Jimmy Mazzotta & Alberta Sarris;
2: Ilse Kersey & Bunny Swift; 3: Joe Scrivo
& Virgil Taylor.

Dec. 17, 2013

Dec. 13, 2013

Tables 1: Jimmy Mazzotta; 2: Ilse Kersey &
Lee Topf; 3: Dean & Jim Keller.

Dec. 20, 2013

Tuesday Night/Single

Dec. 11, 2013

1: Alberta Sarris; 2: Bob Layne; 3: Herb
Postin; Cons: Phyllis Wandrey.

Dec. 18, 2013

1: Anne Jagielski; 2: Alberta Sarris; 3:
RoseMarie Postin; Cons: Phyllis Wandrey.

Jan. 8

Euchre

1: Jean Reis; 2: Mary Culberson; 3: Paula
McCoy; Cons: Deloris Melberg.

Dec. 20, 2013

1: Jerry Harris; 2: Richard Gillette; 3: Pat
Sable; 4: Richard Miles; 5 (tie): Bill Eberly &
Joan Sigafoos.

Dec. 12, 2013

1: Richard Fluet; 2: Margie Saxon; 3: Alberta
Sarris; Cons: Herb Postin.

1: Helen O’Brien; 2: Dot Calbech; 3: Fran
Griswold; 4: Shirley Stolly; Cons: Pat
Golgart.

Dec. 13, 2013

1: Joan Sigafoos; 2: Jean Sylver; 3: Shirley
Stolly; 4: Cleona Redman; 5: Beverly
Chaillet.

1: Jerry Harris; 2: Richard Gillette; 3: Joan
Sigafoos; 4: Bill Eberly; 5: Paul Agarwal.

By Rose Marie Postin

1: Jean Reis; 2: Phyllis Bressler; 3: Eleanor
Giadina; Cons: Marlene Floeckher.

Dec. 6, 2013

1 (tie): Carol Johnson & Arlene Luehrs; 2:
Verna Harsh; 3 (tie): Bill Eberly & Walter
Hickenlooper; 4: Richard Bartel; 5: Betty
Legg.

1: Sara Anderson; 2: Marci Hotz; 3:Ida
Rosendahl; 4: Joan Sigafoos; 5: Shirley
Stolly.

1:  Ernie & Joan Lord; 2:  Ida Rosendahl &
Dan Lack; 3:  Doris Keathley & Marjorie
Benton.

By Pat Golgart

CUSTOMER SERVICE

Thursday Afternoon

Friday Night
By Joe Askenase

Dec. 13, 2013
Four-Handed Game

By Whitney Frye
Come one, come all! Everybody is welcome to come and play pinochle on Tuesday in the Card Room at 6 p.m.. Skill and
experience do not matter; play for the enjoyment and socializing. Call 237-0388 for
information.

Dec. 3, 2013

1: Betty Legg; 2: Mildred Lane; 3: Audrey
Bartolotta.

Dec. 10, 2013

1: Virgil Taylor; 2: Bridget Hughes; 3: Maria
France; 4: Lou Fisher; 5: Viola Horton.

1: Andy Mark; 2. Eva Mazzotta; 3: Audrey
Bartolotta.

Dec. 20, 2013
Four-Handed Game

1: Paul Agarwal: 2: Edna Frye; 3: Chris
Cunningham.

Six-Handed Game

Thursday Night

1: Bridget Hughes; 2: Lynn Hoelzer; 3: Jeff
Hoelzer; 4: Maria France.
1: Viola Horton; 2: Ray Decker; 3: Virgil
Taylor; 4: Annette Taylor; 5: Shirley Coe.

Dec. 27, 2013
Four-Handed Game

1: Virgil Taylor; 2: Diana Riegler; 3: Viola
Horton; 4: Annette Taylor.

Five-Handed Game

1: Lou Fisher; 2: Maria France; 3: Jeff
Hoelzer; 4: Lynn Hoelzer.

Jan. 3
Six-Handed Game

1: Bridget Hughes; 2: Lou Fisher; 3: Viola
Horton; 4: Maria France; 5: Shirley Coe.

Dec. 17, 2013

By Mildred Ferrell
Please join us each Thursday at 6 p.m. in
the Art Room of the Craft Building. It is a
great way to make new friends, who enjoy
a friendly competitive game of pinochle.
Hope to see you there.

Dec. 5, 2013

1: Edith Kolb; 2: Walter Hickenlooper; 3:
Millie Ferrell.

Dec. 12, 2013

1: Whitney Frye; 2: Millie Ferrell; 3: Edith
Kolb.

Dec. 19, 2013

1: Gayle Argano; 2: Rich Buchman; 3: Al
Novotny.

HANDICAP EQUIPMENT

Handicap equipment is loaned free to
On Top of the World residents during
their convalescent term–walkers,
crutches, canes or wheelchairs.
For more information, call the Health &
Recreation Department at 854-8707.

ARE YOU ON FACEBOOK?
We are, too! Become a fan of On Top
of the World Communities - Ocala, FL.
Go to OnTopoftheWorld.com, click our
Facebook link and tell us about your
favorite activity at On Top of the World.
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New England Club
By Donnamarie Castellano
In December, the New England Club of
On Top of the World enjoyed a visit from
Santa Claus, who arrived from the North
Pole just in time to enjoy the festivities and
hand out gifts to everyone. Assisting Santa
this year was Elfus Clausley. Unfortunately,
we do not know where Elfus comes from
but we believe it is somewhere at the South
Pole. Together, they worked as a team to
bring cheer and gifts to all members.
The club supplied great food, desserts
and beverages. Dick Gray and Bing Crosby
provided entertainment. Bing was adopted
from the recycle center and crooned us with
three songs including “White Christmas.”
Dick Gray played piano for our Christmas
sing-a-long.
For our Thursday, Jan. 16 meeting, we
enjoyed a visit from a representative from
the Marion County Library.
On Thursday, Feb. 20, our own Gates
Landry, will entertain us. Gates sings, plays
the drums and is amazing on the guitar!
On Thursday, March 20, a representative will visit us from Crime Prevention.
Some time after our February meeting
we will have a sign up for those interested
in seeing a show at the Orange Blossom
Opry. If you weren’t able to make the January meeting, I can e-mail the information
to you.
Come join us. We meet on the third
Thursday of the month from October
through May at the Arbor Club Ballroom
at 1 p.m.
Remember, you don’t have to come
from New England to join our club; you
just need a love of New England!

Photo by Gordon Daniels

Santa Claus and Elfus Clausley
joined in the New England
Club’s festivities.

Pennsylvania
Club
By Pat Utiss
I sure hope everyone stayed warm during our recent cold snap. Members of the
Pennsylvania club were helped by the
warmth and fellowship at our January
meeting. We had horse racing. This is a fun
activity which everyone enjoys, but it takes
the work of many volunteers. Thankfully,
everyone is willing to step up and help.
I want to especially thank Ed Malsch
and Fred Tarolli who put down the racecourse and Don Oakes, who called out
the numbers. As usual, we couldn’t have
horse racing without the help of our tellers Joan Cummings, Micki Malsch, Nancy
Minehart, Sharon Tarolli, Janet Wahl, and
Shirley Wilver. Also, special thanks to Judy
Dunn and Larry Wilver who helped give
out prizes to winning bettors.
Also, thanks to all the numerous members who helped with the clean up. Everyone just looks around and sees what needs
to be done. In no time, our meeting room
is in perfect order.
Our next meeting will be held on
Wednesday, Feb. 12, at 3 p.m. in Suites E
and F at the Arbor Conference Center. Michael Grow, the director of the Ocala International Airport, will speak to us. We hope
to see everyone there.

Southern
Club
By Ida Willink
True Southerners know that black-eyed
peas eaten on New Year’s brings good luck
throughout the year. We had our blackeyed peas on New Year’s Day and, at least
as of this writing, we have had no bad luck!
Proof? At this point, I am sure that many
of you will be reminded of the old saying
stating, “If I didn’t have bad luck, I would
have no luck at all.”
The Southern Club met at the Health &
Recreation Ballroom on Thursday, Jan. 2. It
was an evening of good fun and very good
food. During the business meeting, a number of suggestions for improving programs
and procedures were reported on, and we
were pleased to hear that our membership
has grown to 94 members. The newest
member, Chris Manak, was introduced.
Meetings are held on the first Thursday
of each month and the next meeting will be
on Thursday, Feb. 6 at the Health & Recreation Ballroom. Plan to come at about
5 p.m. Bring a dish to pass and your own
table service. If you have any questions,
call Ida Willink at 861-1894.
Y’all come!

Photo by Gordon Daniels

New England Club Christmas party.
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Club meetings
Weekly Monday
6:00
7:00
8:00

9:00

9:30
10:00
10:30
11:00
Noon
12:30
12:45
1:00
2:00
2:45
6:00
6:15
6:30
6:45
7:00

Lap Swimming
ACIP
Open Pool Time
ACIP
Mixed Tennis Doubles
HRCT
Water Walk
ACIP
Men’s Softball
SBF
RC Flyers Club
FF
R.O.M.E.O. Club
WD
Woodworking
WW
Deep Water Fitness Class ACIP
Ceramics (until 2 p.m.)
Art
Ladies Billiards
PLR
Shuffleboard
(Sept.–April)
HRCT
Tennis Doubles
HRCT
Ladies Billiards
PLR
Open Pool Time
ACIP
Line Dance
ICC
Golf Group
PAV
Mah Jongg
CC:A
Bridge
CR
Aqua Belles
ACIP
Line Dance
(Beginner/Intermediate) HRB
Dominoes
CC:H
Happy Hookers
Art
Rummicube
CC:E,F
OTOW Bowling League AMFW
Table Tennis
CC:D
Men’s Poker
MR3
Euchre II
CC:H
Bridge
CR
Ballet Club
ACF
Mah Jongg
ICC

Meeting Location Codes
AC
ACF
ACCT
ACIP
ACOP
Art
AMFW
BCT
BO
CC
CCC
CCR
CLC
CSCC
CR
FF
GC
HR

9:00
1:30
4:00
5:30
6:30

One Blood
(Even # Months Only)
LifeSouth Blood
(Odd # Months Only)
RC Flyers Club
D’Clowns
Billiards
Avalon Social Club
Karaoke Friends
Sunshine Singers

8:30

9:00

PL
PL
CC:B,C
CC:B,C
Art
AC
CC:E,F
HRB

Second Monday
10:00
2:00
5:00
7:00

Third Monday
10:00
1:30
6:30

Genealogical Society
Workshop
CC: B&C
D’Clowns
CC:B,C
Sunshine Singers
HRB

Community Patrol
CC:B,C
Original Karaoke Group
CCC

Weekly Tuesday
6:00
7:00
8:00

Lap Swimming
Open Pool Time
Men’s Tennis
Water Walk
Arts & Crafts
RC Flyers Club
Pickleball
R.O.M.E.O. Club
Ladies Golf Assoc.
9-Hole (May-Oct.)

10:00
10:30
11:00
Noon

1:00

2:00
3:00
5:00
5:45
6:00

Fourth Monday
3:00
7:00

9:30

12:30

Genealogical Society
Business Meeting
MR3
Bowling League
AMFW
Metaphysical Club
CC:B
Original Karaoke Group
CCC

ACIP
ACIP
HRCT
ACIP
HRB
FF
HRCT
WD
GC

HRB
HRCT
HRF
HRP
ICC
MGC
MR2
MR3
PAV
PL
PLR
RCT
SBF
WD
WW

Health & Recreation 		
Ballroom
Health & Recreation
Tennis Courts
Health & Recreation 		
Fitness Center
Health & Recreation Pool
Indigo East
Community Center
Miniature Golf Course
Meeting Room 2
Meeting Room 3
Pavilion
Health & Recreation 		
Parking Lot
Poolroom
Raquetball Courts
Softball Field
Winn-Dixie
Wood Shop

To make changes, call the Activities Office at 854-8707, Ext. 7530 or 7533

First Monday
7:30

Arbor Club
Arbor Club Fitness
Arbor Tennis Courts
Arbor Indoor Pool
Arbor Outdoor Pool
Art Studio
AMF Galaxy West Lanes
Bocce Courts
Bank of the Ozarks
Arbor Conference Center
Candler Hills
Community Center
Candler Hills Card Room
Computer Learning Center
Circle Square
Cultural Center
Card Room
Flying Field
Golf Course
Health & Recreation 		
Building

6:30
7:00

Ladies Golf Assoc. 18-Hole GC
Racquetball
RCT
Ladies Golf Assoc.
9-Hole (Nov.-April)
GC
Computer Club
CC:B,C
Tai Chi
ACF
Shallow Water
Fitness Class
ACIP
Hand & Foot Canasta
CR
Woodworking
WW
Horseshoe League
HRCT
Arts & Crafts
HRB
Sunshine Quilters
Art
Knit Wits
MR2
Concert Chorus
AC
Yoga
ICC
Open Pool Time
ACIP
Horseshoe League
HRCT
Walleyball
HRCT
Open Pool Time
ACIP
Men’s Poker
MR3
Cybex Orientation
HRF
Mah Jongg
CC:A
Bridge
CR
Open Pool Time
ACIP
Badminton
RCT
Ballet Club
ACF
Shuffleboard
(Sept.–April)
HRCT
Crochet Club
ICC
Chess Club
MR2
ShutterBugs
CC:B,C
Mah Jongg
CC:B
Table Tennis
CC:D
Poker
CC:G
Mah Jongg
CC:B
Sidekicks Western Dance HRB
Pinochle
MR3
Poker
CCR
Duplicate Bridge
CR
Mah Jongg
MR2
Circle Squares
AC
Mixed Poker
CC:H

First Tuesday
8:00
10:30
11:30
1:00
2:30
6:30

Men’s Golf Assoc.
CC:A
Shuffleboard (Sept.–April) CC:H
Ladies Golf Assoc.
9-Hole (Oct.–March)
HRB
Sunshine Quilters
Business Mtg.
Art
Italian American Club CC:E,F
JB Poker Club
CC:E,F
Indigo East Girls Bunco
ICC

9:30
10:00
10:30
12:30
1:00

3:00
5:30
6:00
6:15
6:30
7:00

Second Tuesday
8:00
10:00
11:30
1:30
3:30
6:45
7:00

Citizens Emergency
Response Team
Sunshine Quilters
Ladies Golf Assoc.
18-Hole (Oct.–April)
Visually Impaired
Support Group
Alpha Investment
Game Night
Lions Club

CC:E,F
Art
HRB
CC:H
Art
ICC
CCC

First Thursday
1:00
5:00
2:00

Sunshine Quilters
Caribbean Club

Art
ICC

1:00

Fourth Tuesday
8:00
10:00
11:30
12:30
3:30

Citizens Emergency
Response Team
Sunshine Quilters
Ladies Golf Assoc.
9-Hole (Oct.–March)
Scandinavian Club
Alpha Investment
Lions Club

ICC
Art
HRB
CC:E,F
Art
CCC

Weekly Wednesday
6:00
7:00
8:00

8:30
9:00
9:30
10:00
10:30
Noon
12:15
12:30
1:00
1:30
2:30
5:30
6:00
6:30

Lap Swimming
ACIP
Open Pool Time
ACIP
Ladies Tennis
HRCT
Water Walk
ACIP
Pickleball
HRCT
R.O.M.E.O. Club
WD
Men’s Golf 18-Hole
GC
Men’s Softball
SBF
RC Flyers Club
FF
Woodworking
WW
Deep Water Fitness Class ACIP
Fun with Ceramics
Art
Tai Chi
ACF
Open Pool Time
ACIP
Pool Closed for
Cleaning (until 11:30 a.m.) ACIP
Ladies Poker
MR3
Mah Jongg
CC:A
Bridge
CR
Japanese Bunka
CC:B
Aqua Belles
ACIP
Mah Jongg
ICC
Shuffleboard (Sept.–April)HRCT
Scrabble Club
CC:H
Bingo
HRB
Men’s Poker
MR3
Circle Squares
CC:E,F

First Wednesday
8:30
9:00
9:30
1:00

Ladies Golf Assoc. 18-Hole CC:B
Model Railroaders
MR3
Travel Toppers
CC:A
General Francis Stamp Club BO

Second Wednesday
3:00

Pennsylvania Club

Bunco
CCC
General Francis Stamp Club BO
Bunco Club
CC:G

Fourth Wednesday
6:30
7:00

Tall Travelers RV Group (No
mtgs Dec, June-Sept) CC:B,C
Mystery Book Club
CCR

Weekly Thursday
6:00
7:00
8:00

8:30
9:00

Lap Swimming
Open Pool Time
Men’s Tennis
Water Walk
RC Flyers Club
Pickleball
R.O.M.E.O. Club
Racquetball
Art Group
Tai Chi
Shallow Water

ACIP
ACIP
HRCT
ACIP
FF
HRCT
WD
RCT
Art
ACF

www. OnTopoftheWorldInfo.com

Rubber Stamp Greeting
Cards
New England Club
(Oct-May)

CC:C
AC

Fourth Thursday
6:00
6:45

Democratic Club
Game Night

CC:E,F
ICC

Weekly Friday
6:00
7:00
8:00

9:00
9:30
10:00

11:00
Noon
12:30
1:00
5:00
6:00
6:45

Lap Swimming
ACIP
Open Pool Time
ACIP
Ladies Tennis
HRCT
Water Walk
ACIP
RC Flyers Club
FF
Pickleball
HRCT
R.O.M.E.O. Club
WD
Woodworking
WW
Deep Water Fitness Class ACIP
Shuffleboard
(Sept.–April)
HRCT
Racquetball
RCT
Women’s Bible Study
(Oct-May)
CC:A
Tai Chi
ICC
Open Pool Time
ACIP
Golf Group
PAV
Mah Jongg
CC:A
Aqua Belles
ACIP
Table Tennis
CC:D
Cribbage
Art
Nickel/Nickel
MR3
Euchre 4 Fun
CC:A
Euchre
MR2

First Friday
10:00
1:00

Embroidery Chicks
Women of the World

CC:B,C
HRB

Second Friday
8:30
1:00
7:00

RC Ladybirds
Mexican Train
Republican Club

CC:B,C
CC:H
CC:E,F,G

Fourth Friday
10:00
1:00

Embroidery Chicks
Mexican Train

CC:B,C
CC:H

Weekly Saturday

CC:E,F

Third Wednesday
12:30
1:00
6:40

Rubber Stamp Greeting
Cards
CC:C
Opera Appreciation
MR3
Southern Club
HRB
Second Thursday
Singles Club
CC:B,C

Third Thursday

Third Tuesday
10:00
5:00

Fitness Class
ACIP
Woodworking
WW
Computer Club
CC:B,C
Candler Hills Ladies
Golf Assoc. 9-Hole
CG
Candler Hills Ladies
Golf Assoc. 18-Hole
GC
Shuffleboard
(Sept.–April)
HRCT
Open Pool Time
ACIP
Walleyball
HRCT
Mah Jongg
CC:A
Sewing Bees
Art
Bridge
CR
Badminton
RCT
Ballet Club
ACF
Table Tennis
CC:D
DBD Square Dancing CC:E&F
Games, Games, Games
ICC
Western Stars Bowling AMF
Card Game
CC:B
Men’s Poker
MR3
Pinochle
ART
Poker Night
CCC
Mah Jongg
CCR
Bridge
CR
Cards
ICC
Mixed Poker
CC:H
Circle Squares
CC:E,F
Card/Game Club
CC:G

8:00
8:30
9:00
9:30
10:00
1:00

Mixed Tennis
RC Flyers Club
Pickleball
Men’s Softball
Shuffleboard
(Sept.–April)
Computer Club
Woodworking
Art Group
Yoga
Mixed Tennis
Yoga
Table Tennis

HRCT
FF
HRCT
SBF
HRCT
CC:B,C
WW
Art
ICC
HRCT
ICC
CC:D

Weekly Sunday
9:00
9:30
Noon
1:00
5:00
6:00
7:00

Racquetball
RCT
Woodworking
WW
RC Flyers Club
FF
Mah Jongg
CC:A
Hand & Foot Canasta
CR
Table Tennis
CC:D
Sidekicks Western Dance AC
Pickleball
HRCT
Mixed Poker
CC:H

Third Sunday
2:00

American Jewish Club CC:E,F,G

February 2014

The World News

35

Theatre
Group
By Anne Merrick
After some fast and furious work by
the storyboard committee, we have put
together a show for March. “Something
Old and Something New” is a collection of
skits, jokes, and songs, some from previous
shows and some brand new. The original
show has been put on hold.
We have had auditions and everyone
knows what they will be doing. The last
play was intense with so much to learn that
we have made this one as simple, but fun,
as possible with a reader’s theater style. We
have been in tears from a couple of jokes so

Photos by Bob Woods

New Year’s Eve celebration in the Health & Recreation
Ballroom.

Ocala Clown
Express
By Carol & Guy White
2014 is up and running and the Ocala
Clown Express is chugging down the rails.
The train still sees us every month at Munroe Regional Medical Center. Here we
teach first graders about the danger of fire
and strangers as well as scooter/bike safety. We use puppets, skits, magic, stories,
songs, and laughter to get the safety message across. And, of course, we have scooters and bikes. The clowns ride them around
the room to the giggles of the children. A
big and funny clown riding a scooter even

Bingo

By Denise Johnson
We now have our first successful week of
bingo under our belts for 2014. Wednesday,
Jan. 8 was a great night with over 200 folks
attending and hoping to yell “bingo.” Many
of them did just that!
Just a few reminders … cards go on sale
from 5 to 5:50 p.m. From 5:50 to 6 p.m.,
we give out 70/30 prizes and review any announcements. Bingo starts at 6 p.m. We do
have a break around 7:15 p.m. and then the
evening winds down between 8 and 8:30
p.m.
As you are aware, bingo runs on volunteers. We have added some new folks to
our ranks: Cathy Pecoraro, Georgieanna

JOIN OUR E-MAIL LIST!

Receive information about Circle
Square Commons including the Farmer’s
Market, special events, entertainment,
The Ranch Fitness Center & Spa, Circle
Square Cultural Center, Master the
Possibilities, Mr. B’s Ice Cream Shop,
Sid’s Coffee & Deli and more!
Sign up at: CircleSquareCommons.com

makes us laugh.
Checkers, our magic man, tries to turn
them into frogs. Not much luck so far.
Checkers has been able to turn Charlie the
clown into a frog to the laughter of kids.
Dotsy uses a special talking puppet
to delight them and to teach them about
stranger danger. Dotsy is a ventriloquist.
She leaves the children spellbound. After
all this time, the rest of the clowns still love
her and listen closely to her exploits; the
puppet, not Dotsy.
Patches always gets injured riding his
bike because he doesn’t wear correct equipment. One would think that after all this
time, he would learn. Patches knows the
kids are learning. Patches is a retired fireman so he is perfect at helping teach the
kids about being safe from fire. We put
fireman hats on their heads and a fire hose
in their arms. They even practice rolling
Maguire, Harry and Pat Clark, Barbara
Grimm, Fran Allen, Larry Williams and
Henry Vieu. They will be training in their
new jobs in the next few weeks.
Come on out and give us a try. You will
most certainly enjoy the socializing and
perhaps come away a few dollars richer.
If you need any further information or
have questions, please contact Lolly at 8612165.

feel sure you’ll love it too.
Marilyn Bettinger will be directing this
show with assistance from Sue Veres. There
are many other participants from the group
that make this show come to life.
Show dates and times are Friday and
Saturday, March 28 and 29, at 7 p.m., and
Sunday, March 30, at 3 p.m. We are looking forward to putting on this show for you
with your favorite actors and a couple of
new faces.
We will let you know when tickets are
on sale at the beginning of March and of
course posters will be in the Health & Recreation Building lobby and at your mailboxes. Don’t forget to check the South
Marion Citizen closer to the show for reminders.
As usual, you may call Anne at 732-0706
for more information or I can direct you to
another source.

Photo by Anne Merrick

Theatre Group’s celebratory dinner at Candler Hills
Restaurant.
around to put the fire out; the kids, not the
clowns. We couldn’t get back up. But we
do get down on the floor to teach them to
get below the smoke. That is a hoot in itself
watching Jingles struggle up from the floor.
But we do it all for the love of the children
and we do love every minute.
Always remember, “no one is in charge
of your happiness but you.” Come on and
let’s do happy. Give Carol a call at 873-9223
and get started.
Submitted by Charlotte Erickson
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Citizens
Emergency
Response Team
By Patricia A. Woodbury
At our first meeting of the New Year on
Wednesday, Jan. 14, the Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) was pleased
to have On Top of the World Golf Course
Superintendent and an administrator of the
On Top of the World disaster management
plan Andy Jorgenson speak to the group
regarding this plan. We are very fortunate
to have such a well-organized and actively
prepared disaster plan in this community
for your safety and security.
Because we have not experienced a major hurricane, tornado or disaster in this
community for the past 9 to 10 years, Andy
describes the plan as fluid and continually
updated. In the event of a hurricane, there is
usually time to prepare, unlike that of a tornado. The management team would be the
first group out after a disaster to clear the
streets so that emergency personnel would
be able to enter the community. They have
large equipment to remove downed trees
and debris from the main streets and the
main entry gate. We have three entry gates
to the community and the SW 90th Street
gate may possibly become the main one for
the fire department to enter.
In a disaster, street signs and landmarks
may be destroyed and it will be difficult
to recognize where the damage is located.
Management has divided the community

into areas for which maintenance crews
have been assigned. Since they know the
area, they will be able to provide the location of damage. These crewmembers have
had meetings and training on the disaster plan and in the event of a disaster will
be notified through the employee hotline
when they need to report in for duty.
Andy emphasizes the need for good
communication between staff, emergency
personnel and the CERT members. Management also has contracts with service
companies for fuel deliveries, extra equipment and tree removal when a disaster occurs. They also have back-up generators for
electrical failures at main gates or in community buildings.
Again, we are very fortunate to have
such a good management disaster plan
available to us, and the CERT members
are also pleased to have the opportunity to
work closely with Andy and the rest of the
team to assist our fellow residents in the
event of a disaster.
If any resident would like to join CERT
and attend the next training session which
is planned for February or March, please
contact Brian Gibson, CERT coordinator,
Division of Emergency Management of the
Marion County Sheriff ’s Office at 369-8120
as soon as possible and let him know your
interest and obtain an application.
The next meeting of CERT is scheduled
for Tuesday, Feb. 11. CERT meets every
second Tuesday of the month at 9 a.m. in
Suites E and F of the Arbor Conference
Center. Persons interested in learning more
about CERT are welcome to attend these
meetings or contact Pat at 854-8718.

GRANDCHILDREN VISITING?

Cribs, strollers, booster seats, car seats and more
are loaned free to On Top of the World residents.
Please see the attendant on duty at the fitness desk
in the Health & Recreation Building.
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American
Jewish Club
By Carol Aronoff
I hope you all had a wonderful month
and have recovered from the holiday activities. With our New Year’s resolutions in
hand, let’s look forward to new endeavors
in 2014.
We had our precious annual lox and bagels paid up membership luncheon at our
January meeting. Everything was done to
perfection due to our President Norma and
her loyal team. Thanks Norma Seidman,
Myra Post, Jean Singer, Sonni Crown, and
Wendy Goldhill. And many thanks to the
cleanup crew; you are always so dependable.
If I have left anyone out, I apologize. All
your efforts are duly noted.
We now have 80 paid up members and
we look ahead to the future for many more.

Italian American Club
By Carole Dymond
The horseracing game started the New
Year on a positive note in January. Everyone joined in with the fun and excitement
of encouraging their favorite horse to win.
Thanks to Vince Minniti, Jay Rongetti, Bob
Hook and Judy Dunn for helping to make
this a success.
We are very fortunate to have Bill
Shampine on our schedule for February.
Bill has traveled all over the world and

Caribbean Club
By Luz Leon
The Caribbean Club celebrated its annual Christmas party at Indigo East. There
was a lot of moving and grooving going
on with a variety of Christmas songs setting the tone. Then the music began to rock

“Whoever Heard of a Jewish Bounty
Hunter and Other Oddities?” will be the
topic of our guest at our Sunday, Feb. 16,
membership meeting. This will be very interesting and different from anything we’ve
had before. I hope you will all join us.
Nominations for office are taken in
March. It’s not too early to start thinking of
people you would like to represent you. It is
time to change the roster and bring in new
ideas and thoughts. We look forward to it.
At this time, please give a nod to our
long- time member June Roberta, who has
graciously agreed to write for the South
Marion Citizen. She has resumed her post
there after a three-year absence. June will
be reporting weekly on the comings and
goings of all residents and clubs, groups,
etc. If you have any input, please do not
hesitate to call her at 237-9208 or e-mail
her at jroberta@cfl.rr.com. She will appreciate hearing from you.
Our new sunshine lady is Sandy Wolf.
Please feel free to call her at 861-5674 if a
card needs to be sent from the club.
Until next time, good health to all.

writes a monthly column in the World
News on his travels. He was in Italy for six
weeks last year and will share stories of his
experiences. He will be more than happy to
answer any questions you may have about
your homeland.
In March, we will go to Sammy’s Pizza
& Restaurant and fill up on good Italian
food. This is an annual event. Don’t forget
to bring your money. As usual, we will ask
that each member pay $5 at the February
meeting and the club will give back $10 in
March to help pay for the meal. Good deal!
Sounds like 2014 is going to be informative and fun. Hope to see you there.
the clubhouse. We danced to rock and roll
(oldies but goodies), salsa and merengue.
A few ladies entered with some typical Spanish instruments used during the
holiday season. It was non-stop dancing as
the dancers moved their feet and surely
burned off some calories.
It was a fun filled jolly old night as the
music kept everyone on the dance floor.

Photo by John Morales

Caribbean Club’s Christmas party.
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Entertainment Group
Presents The Jukebox
Sweethearts
On Saturday, Feb. 22, Wise Way Auto
Sales and The Entertainment Group present The Jukebox Sweethearts in the Health
& Recreation Ballroom at 7 p.m. This seven-piece band will pay tribute to The Lennon Sisters, The Pointer Sisters and The
Chordettes along with hilarious “take offs”
from TV and radio shows and commercials
of the era.
The evening will include lots of fabulous
50s hits like “Mr. Sandman,” “Where The
Boys Are” and “Sincerely.” This show will
have you singing, smiling and reminiscing
long after the curtain goes down.
Ticket prices are $8 general and $10 reserved. As always, the show is for residents
of On Top of the World Communities with
a maximum of four tickets per purchase.
Tickets may be purchased every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday from 8:30 to 10 a.m.
in the Health & Recreation Ballroom.

View From
The Library
By B.J. Leckbee
Sometimes it pays to wander aimlessly about the library and stop at a section you’ve not noticed before. You could
find “Ludicrous Laws and Mindless Misdemeanors,” a book that, as noted on the
jacket, proves beyond a reasonable doubt
just how absurd our laws can be. Here we
go …
In South Carolina, you’re committing
an illegal act if you crawl around the public sewer system unless you have a permit.
Theft or poaching of a bear or deer in New
Hampshire is illegal, but only if you’re a
“natural” person. In California, it is illegal for a person to possess more than one
bear gallbladder. In New Mexico, it’s a misdemeanor to sell imitation honey even if
it is clearly labeled “imitation honey.” In
Carmel, Calif., women must obtain a permit to walk the streets and sidewalks in
high heels. In Tempe, Ariz., you may drink
booze in a city park only if the park is larger
than three acres. Hunters in Colorado are
no longer allowed to hunt ducks from an
airplane.
The book also includes a section on

The Jukebox Sweethearts
perform on Saturday, Feb. 22.
wills, for example: one man directed that
his creditors be his pallbearers because
“they have carried me so long already.”
The subtitle of the book is “The silliest
lawsuits and unruliest rulings of all times.”
Here are a few excerpts:
In England, a man claiming damages
for an injury caused by a bus driver’s negligence was asked to demonstrate the extent
of his injury by raising his arm as far as he
was now able due to the injury. He slowly
raised the arm to shoulder level. He was
then asked to show how high he could lift
it before the accident. The arm quickly shot
straight up in the air. He lost the case.
Inmates in a New York prison sued the
warden for discrimination because a mouse
they kept as a pet had been flushed down
a toilet while other mice roamed the jail
freely. The judge decided that the prisoners had been guilty of imprisoning Morris
without a charge, trial or bail. He dismissed
the petition.
Some famous names have publicly
weighed in on the workings of our legal
system.
Robert Frost: “A jury consists of twelve
persons chosen to decide who has the better lawyer.”
J.P. Morgan: “I don’t know as I want a
lawyer to tell me what I cannot do. I hire
him to tell me how to do what I want to do.”
The author, who apparently has a highly
developed sense of humor, is Lance S. Davidson.

HANDICAP EQUIPMENT

Handicap equipment is loaned free to On Top of the World
residents during their convalescent term–walkers,
crutches, canes or wheelchairs. For more information, call the
Health & Recreation Department at 854-8707.
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SPCA

By Maria Devine
Our next meeting will be on Thursday,
Feb. 20, at 1 p.m. in the upstairs meeting
room at the Bank of the Ozarks. We have
important business to discuss so we look
forward to seeing everyone there.
The SPCA would like to thank the
Women of the World for choosing us
as their charity for the month for January. They collected truckloads of pet food
and treats that we will use for the Pets on
Wheels program. Looks like the cupboard
will be full for some time to come.
We’re happy to report that all three kittens pictured in last month’s column have
been adopted. Now we’re asking for your
help for a neighbor in need. Due to unforeseen circumstances, two young cats are
homeless and would like to be adopted together into a loving home.
It all started four years ago when a man
was walking his dog in New Jersey. They
came upon a large pile of leaves where the
dog started to sniff and dig. Plucked from
the pile were two young kittens, which the
man rescued and took home. The cats are
now alone and looking to be rescued one
more time. Both are female, spayed and declawed. There is Tabby who’s a tabby, and
Shadow, who is black. We don’t have any
pictures yet, but we’ll try to get them for
next month if they’re still available.
They were very friendly and affectionate
with their owner – they would sit on his lap
for hours. You can call Ron at (954) 3269211 to meet them or find out more. These
cats would be great for a senior home. They
don’t need as much attention as kittens, and
they’re used to being loved and well cared

Lucy
for.
The SPCA has just taken in a new dog
to foster named Lucy. Lucy is a very friendly small salt and pepper mix, about nine
pounds. She would also be great for a senior home. She’s seven years old, is in good
health, has all shots and is spayed. She’s also
crate trained, likes both cats and dogs and
doesn’t need to see the vet until June. She
comes equipped with her own crate and a
soft-sided carrier.
Once again, Lucy has been the devoted companion to a person who can no
longer care for her. She has many, many
good years left to be a great companion for
someone new. Please give the SPCA a call
at 362-0985 to meet her.
What the above two stories show is that
we need to make contingency plans for our
pets. It’s a good idea to come to an agreement with a relative, friend, or neighbor
that he or she will take in a pet when we
are no longer able to care for them. It’s even
better to get it in writing, such as in a will.

LOST PET?

If you have a missing pet or have found a dog or cat,
please visit Customer Service at Friendship Commons,
Suite 200 (8 a.m. to 4 p.m.) or call 236-6869 so that
they may notify the S.P.C.A.

38

The World News

Birders’
Beat
By Anne Merrick
The photo of the Western Kingbird was
taken together with a Scissor–tailed Flycatcher at the sports complex while the
Audubon Society members were on a nature walk at Coehadjoe Park. These birds
are rarely seen around here; so it was pretty
exciting.
Western Kingbirds are fairly large
flycatchers with large heads and broad
shoulders. They have heavy, straight bills,
long wings, and a medium-length, squaretipped tail, are gray-headed with a yellow
belly and a whitish chest and throat. The
tail is black with white outer tail feathers

February 2014

that are especially conspicuous in flight.
Western Kingbirds hawk insects from
the air or fly out to pick prey from the
ground. They ferociously defend their territories with wing-fluttering and highly
vocal attacks. Vocalizations include long
series of squeaky, bubbling calls as well as
single, accented “kip” notes.
They live in open habitats, where they
perch on utility lines, fences, and trees.
They prefer valleys and lowlands, including
grasslands, deserts, sagebrush, agricultural
fields, and open woodlands. They are typically found below about 7,000 feet in elevation on the Western aspect of the U.S.,
Canada and Mexico.
Melanie Vittitow will be leading our
next outing on Thursday, Feb. 27, to the
Silver Springs State Park. If there is time,
we will go a bit further north for another
walk. Lunch will be at La Rocco’s III on Silver Springs Boulevard. We will meet at 8.30
a.m. under the large tree in the Health &
Recreation parking lot

Photo by Bob Woods

An inside peek of the Oasis of the Seas.

Aboard a Floating
Resort
By Bob Woods
World News Writer

Photo by Carolyn Retey

Western Kingbird.

Is it a cruise ship or a floating resort? I
would have to admit that the largest cruise
ship is a little of both.
Recently, Bev and I joined a large group
of residents on a cruise aboard Royal Caribbean’s Oasis of the Seas sailing out of
Fort Lauderdale, Fla. The ship made three
port calls on the week-long voyage but the
question arose and that was, are we sailing
on this ship to visit ports of call or are we
sailing just to explore and enjoy our surroundings?
This ship is big. The ship holds around
5,400 passengers not counting the crew.
There are things happening around the
ship 24 hours a day. In fact, there are times
when too many things are happening at the
same time.
Let’s face it; this ship has everything a
resort could offer and more. This ship has
a high line, swimming pools, hot tubs, spas
and bars, ice skating rink, gym, surf riders,
three-story rock-climbing walls, a merrygo-round, ice cream shop, candy shop,
doughnut and coffee shops, Johnny Rock-

ets, aqua theater plus a large production
type theater, all kinds of lounges and clubs.
Not only that, there are 20 galleys (kitchens) on the ship with 11 places serving
breakfast plus countless more places serving lunch and dinner. You can eat what you
want, where you want and when you want.
Talk about entertainment. The ship has
different shows going on at the same times
every night. Reservations are highly recommended. The free shows include “Hairspray,” comedy, water (high diving and synchronized formations), ice-skating, plus a
large stage production.
The Oasis of the Seas, along with her sister the Allure of the Seas, has many decks
that are open to the sky such as boardwalk,
and Central Park where live plants and
birds flourish.
Both of these ships are something else!
If any travel club within our community
features cruises on either ship, you should
book it if you like cruising just for the experience of sailing on the world’s largest ships.
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Classifieds
For Sale
Appliance: Estate by Whirlpool
washer, $125. In great condition and
works well. 602-1839.
Bed: Twin mattress with box spring
and frame. Like new. 763-234-9907
Bicycles (2): Ladies Kulana, $25.
Men’s, $30. Bike seats (2), $5 each.
291-7670.
Binoculars: Nikon with
case, $45. 362-0552.

carrying

Cameras (2): Minolta 16mm mini
camera kit case and accessories,
$40. Nikon Mat 35mm 3x lenses
200, 55 and 28 mm. Camera bag and
Kako flash unit, $125 all. 362-0552.
Coffeemaker: Mr. Coffee (CBTU45)
45-cup party or commercial, $35.
362-0552.
Exercise Equipment: Ab Lounge Ultra Sport, new condition with owner’s manual and CD, $25. 816-5111.
Exercise Equipment: Pro-Form treadmill with multiple speeds, inclines,
LED track with distance displays.
Pulse sensor handrail. Displays calories, time and program indicators.
Folds up against wall. $175 or best
offer. 390-3136.
Furniture: Clayton Marcus dark
green leather wing-back recliner,
$225. Clayton Marcus burgundy/
dark green custom tapestry-type
cloth over-stuffed chair, $200. Must
see. 873-2471.

DEADLINE: noon on the 13th of the month. If the deadline falls on a weekend, then
it’s noon on the Friday before.
FOR SALE, WANTED AND LOST/FOUND ADS: There is no charge to residents as
long as it is not of a business nature. There is a $500 limit on FOR SALE items. Items
valued at more than $500 (i.e. golf carts) may be listed, but price will not accompany the ad. Auto, apartment, home, timeshare and real estate ads WILL NOT be
accepted. Ads will appear once unless renewed in writing. Estate or Tag Sales must
be registered and approved by Customer Service prior to advertising.
SERVICE ADS: Will be accepted from residents and non-residents. A three-line minimum (21 words) rate is $20; four lines (28 words) is $25 and five lines (35 words) is
$30. A six-month rate is also available; call 854-0248 or e-mail otownews@otowfl.
com for more information.
PAYMENT: Prepayment is required and checks should be made payable to Palm Acre
Real Estate/World News. Send ad and payment to The World News, 8435 SW 80th
Street, Suite 2, Ocala, FL 34481.
OTHER: Ads can be e-mailed to otownews@otowfl.com or left in the locked mailbox
marked “On Top of the World News” mounted on the exterior of the Sales Annex.

Tag Sale: Friday, Feb. 14 & Saturday,
Feb. 15, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 8109 SW
81st Loop (Indigo East).
Tag Sale: Saturday, Feb. 15, 9 a.m. to
2 p.m. 9021 SW 102nd Circle (Avalon).
Tag Sale: Saturday, Feb. 22, 9 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. 8563-H SW 93rd Lane
(Friendship Colony).
Tools: Bostitch Pro-Duty nail gun
stapler, brad nailer, and finish nailer, new. $150. Wall and ceiling texture rig, Campbell Hausfold upright
compressor Texture Pro 200 hopper
gun, $150. Table saw table extensions, Black & Decker, new condition, $100.689-2742.
TV: Panasonic Travelvision, mini size,
unique for travel, $75. 362-0552.

Furniture: Coffee table, 20 x 48, walnut, $10. 291-7670.

TV: Sansui 19” flat screen, $75. 2917670.

Furniture: La-Z-Boy recliner, burgundy fabric, very good condition, $50.
533-8870.

Services

Golf Cart: 1993 Club Car with charger. Serviced annually. Excellent
tires, good batteries. Best offer. 2372985.
Golf Cart: Club Car, 48-volt, high
speed motor, good Trojan batteries,
full curtains, new tires, excellent
condition. 816-5111.
Golf Cart: Older Club Car, 4 seats,
recently serviced with good batteries and tires. 352-369-8689.
Golf Carts: Best prices, reconditioned or prior owned. Several available, Club Car, E-Z-Go & more. 352256-9068 (resident).
Golf Clubs: Ladies, 11 clubs and putter with blue bag and lite pull cart,
$100. 854-8464.
Golf Shoes: New Etonics, white with
soft spikes, 11N, $40. 362-0552.
Misc. Items: Glassware, dishes, pictures, pillows, phones, bric-a-brac,
etc. All in excellent condition. 8618074.
Misc. Items: Golf clubs and bags,
brown faux-leather recliner, Ice Therapy machine, walnut end tables,
Christmas electric train. 671-3425.
Patio Set: Green, oval table (56”x40”)
with four chairs and umbrella. $250/
obo. 353-259-2787.
Red Hat Accessories: Hobby shop
custom made hat and matching
pocketbook with hatbox, $35, new.
362-0552.
Refrigerator: Haier undercounter,
2’2”h x 1’6”w x 1’8” d. Like new,
$45. 362-0552.
Stereo: Sony, AM/FM radio, MP3,
cassette, five CD player with remote
control. $120 (cash only). 897-6652.
Storage Cabinet: Metal, four shelf,
two door, 72” h x 36” w x 18” d,
good condition, $30. 816-5111.
Tag Sale: Friday, Feb. 7 & Saturday,
Feb. 8, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 8676-C SW
95th Lane (Friendship Village).
Tag Sale: Thursday, Feb. 13 & Friday,
Feb. 14, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 9230 SW
93rd Circle (Providence).

Absolute Custom Draperies and Curtains: made to order! Pick-up and
delivery to On Top of the World. Call
Diana at 401-0076.
Alterations by Betty: Alterations by
appointment only. 50 years experience. A Pine Run resident. Call Betty
at 237-9909.
Alterations by Ernestine: Alterations, experienced. Call 861-0259
(resident).
Bathroom Remodeling: Specializing in complete renovations. Clean,
neat and professional. Call Cove
Construction Inc. for a free estimate.
(352) 572-0508.
Blinds Repaired: In your home. Repairing shades & drapery hardware.
Certified & experienced installer.
Call Gary or Kathy at 352-344-3805.
Bob’s Screening Service: Garage
door screens, window screens,
porch enclosure screens. We re-vinyl
windows. Complete rescreening
service. Free estimates. 352-5868459, Bob.
Carpet & Tile Cleaning: Countryside
Chem-Dry, serving On Top of the
World residents for 13 years. 3074100.
Cat Boarding and Sitting: Provided
by loving experienced Cat Nanny.
On Top of the World resident. Call
854-8589.
Cat, Dog & Bird Sitting: Pampered
pet care in your home. Fully insured/
bonded. On Top of the World references avail. Pam 577-2877.
Ceramic Tile: All types of installation
and repair. 20+ years experience.
Lic. & ins. References available. Call
Bob Adkins 352-274-8678.
Clock Doc: Clock repairs with free
estimates. Call Cliff (resident) at
(352) 246-2438.
Computer Help: Call Arthur in
Friendship. 25 years PC & Internet
experience. House calls scheduled
weekly in 34481. Q&A, home classes, set-ups, installs, clean-ups, spe-

cial projects. $30 hourly. 352-8757878, checkwitharthur.com.
Computer help is just around the
corner! Call Doorstep Techs at 351TECH (8324) or visit us on the web at
www.doorsteptech.com.
D&D Painting of Ocala LLC: Interior/
exterior painting and handyman services. Licensed & insured. 35 years
experience. 10% discount for seniors & veterans. References available. Doug 352-512-3852 or Donna
352-425-3869.
Hair Care: In your home. Licensed,
experienced beautician comes to
you. Full service. Call Cathy, PCA,
resident, 237-3347. Service homebound.
Handyman: Electrical, plumbing,
carpentry, wheelchair ramps, railings, grab bars, lanai, carpet/flooring, furniture/cabinet refinishing &
repairs, screen & storm doors, drywall, interior painting, ceiling fans,
closet organizers, sinks, toilets,
leaky faucets. Bruce (352) 547-0001.
Handyman: Remodeling, repairs, replacements & much more. Visit us at
www.KrumanServices.com for a list
of our services. Lic. Ins. & bonded.
Dan 361-4055.
Haul Away: Most unwanted household items for free. Appliances (any
size), furniture, tools, yard equipment, dishes, electronics, etc. Richard 352-256-9068 (resident).
Income Tax Service: Professionally
done, e-file - fast refunds, federal
and all state returns. On Top of the
World resident, Salvatore V. Le Donne E.A. Call 291-2413.
Landscaping/Yard Clean Up: Planting new flowers, bushes, mulch &
rock. Trimming & removal of plants,
bushes, small trees. Licensed & insured. Call Lisa & David at 425-0109.
Need A Ride? Door-to-door service
for all your needs. All airports, doctor appointments and errands. References available. Call Sandy at 3519407.
Massage Therapy: in home therapeutic massage, $40/hour. Call Todd
Lane (resident) at (240) 751-8059.
Painting: 25 years experience, 10%
discount, excellent references. Pressure wash house for free with paint
job. Call Danny at 547-9588.
Painting: Add a Little Color to your
Life! Free estimates, insured, references and photo gallery available at
Suespainting.com. 10% off for residents. Sue’s Painting 237-0892.
Painting by Frank the Painter: 35
years experience, winter specials,
free estimates, specializing in colors, quality service, affordable prices, references. 237-5855 (resident).
Power Washing, clean gutters, wash
windows & yard work. Free estimates. 237-5338 (resident).
Pressure Cleaning: Specializing in
driveways, sidewalks, patios & pool
decks. Family owned, 10 years exp.,
free estimates. Call Doug at 8739349.

Pressure Washing: free estimates.
Remove mildew from driveways,
porches, patios, walkways and clean
the gutters. Gary (resident) 547-9153.
Private Home Care by LPN: Long/
short term, respite & weekend care.
Two private rooms available. 24
hour care. Affordable. (352) 5371402. (PN5167909). Patient & family
references available.
Steve’s Handyman Service: Doors,
shelving, general carpentry. On Top
of the World resident. Call Steve at
854-4927.
Transition: 15 years experience with
in-home care. 4 to 24 hours assisting with ADL, meals, laundry, shopping, etc. Doris (352) 209-2322.
(CNA117369)
Transportation: Affordable airports,
cruises, doctors, shopping. Door-todoor service. Reliable, roomy Town
& Country Touring Van. Richard 352256-9068 (resident).
Transportation: Affordable, safe
& dependable driver. Longtime
resident for all your transportation
needs (no airports). Excellent references. Call Bonnie at 854-7516 or
216-7509.
Transportation: Airports (Tampa, Orlando, Sanford, Gainesville), medical appointments, shopping, etc.
Safe & reliable service. Call Phil 5094417 or 497-7670 (resident).
Transportation: Doctor appointments, shopping, errands. Call Anna
(resident) at 873-4761, leave message.
Transportation: I’ll drive you to local
appointments, grocery shopping, errands and more. Joan at 237-8240.
Transportation: Personalized doorto-door transportation to airports,
cruise ports, doctor appointments,
shopping. Call Betty, 861-1163.
Webber Maintenance Team: Interior
painting and general repairs. Any
task, just ask! Steve and Peggy at
(352) 598-4563 (residents).

Wanted
Bed: Queen size plus extra headboard. 304-8729.
Guns: Buying guns (new, old, any
condition), gold and silver. Estate
appraisals. 867-0381 (home) or 2669781 (cell).
Musical Instruments: Donate to students in need in Marion County. Call
Ed (resident) at 304-8206.
Personal Hygiene Items for homeless shelters. Call Donna at 237-3062.
Pet Products for animal shelters.
Call Donna at 237-3062.
Shoes and Sneakers for the needy.
Drop off at Arbor Club office.
Used Cell Phones to send to our
troops overseas. Call Donna at 2373062.
Used Golf Equipment to send to our
troops overseas. Call Bob at 8540702.
Yarn: Any kind to make lap robes for
VA hospitals and newborns. 8540449.

Lost
Children’s Swimming Vests (2) in
Friendship Colony on SW 90th Lane.
854-6054.
Golf Cart Hubcap: 6” diameter,
chrome, solid disk for Club Car. SW
93rd Place between SW 83rd Terrace
and SW 87th Avenue (Friendship
Colony). Call Janice 352-615-7745
and leave a message.
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